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EDITORS' ADDRESS. 

WHEN we view the numerous improvements 
made, within the fpace of a few years, in 
many harbours of this kingdom, by the fpirited 
exertions of individuals, and the amazing increafe 
of the towns of thefe refpedive ports, in wealth and 
magnitude, the mind is forcibly imprefled with an 
high fenfe of the great advantages derived there- 
from. 

/ 

The extenfive coal-mines of this country have 
caufed jthis port always to be confidered of the firft 
confequence ; not only on account of a great part of 
the kingdom^ being fupplied therefrom with that 
neceflary article, but for the immenfe number of 
fhips, neceffarily employed, being the firft nurfery 
for feamen in the ifland ; and when we reflefl: that 
the increafing trade and affluence of this town and 
port, depend fo much upon the prefervation of the 
river, the ferious attention of all concerned therein, 
ought certainly at all times to be direfted to every 
improvement it is capable of receiving. 

The defign of the liberal author of the following 
ingenious work, hath been, it evidently appears, to 
evince the utility of fuch improvements in this 

country J 



EDITORS* ADDRESS* 

country ; as well as to remove many exifting 
grievances of that period ; on which important fu]^- 
jefts, no one has more eminently diftinguifhed him- 
felf. 

After fome degree of difficulty in our fearch for it, 
we have been favoured with an original copy ; and 
being repeatedly folicited thereto, by a number of 
refpedable gentlemen, have reprinted the whole 
'verbatim J with ex2i€tfacji miles of the author *s -map 
of the river, and curious prints, together with por- 
traits of the refpedive kings and queens, &c. and 
now oflfer it to the public on as reafonable terms 
as the nature of fuch chargeable undertakings will 
admit of. 

Newcq/ile, 08. 29, 1796. 



FOR 



FOR HIS HIGHNESS 



OLIVER, LORD PROTECTOR 



OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGfLAND, SCOTLAND, 

AND IRELAND, \sfc. 



MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HIGHNESS, 

THE nation, finding your fatherly care over 
them, in the well ordering, and governing, 
according to the laws, ftatutes, and cuftoms; en- 
deavoring peace, caufing juftice and law to be 
equally adminiftred, have caufe, and do blefs God 
for the fame. 

Upon ferious confideration whereof, I fhall not 
dare, or prefume to ufe arguments, to induce your 
highnefs, to lend an ear, to hear the nations 
grievance, or what may be prefented for its good; 
but do humbly ptefent herein, fome colleftions of 
records, taken out of mod judicatures, concerning 
the abufe of the coal-trade, the burrough, and cor- 
poration of Newcaftle upon Tine, its charters, 
evidences, and depofitions ; proving thereby gene- 
ral wrongs, and infupportaWe burdens, viz, 

Firft, forcing people to lofe their lives, others to 
fwear againft themfelves, others to cut purfes in 
their courts for gain, and all to themfelves ; illegal 
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THE EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 

and falfe arrefts, and imprifonments ; refufers of 
bail, and difobeyers of habeas corpufes ; great and 
ufual impofitions, and arbitrary fines ; contemners 
of your law; judges, jurors, and witnefles in their 
own caufes; converting all fines, felons goods, and 
wrecks, to their own ufe; deftroyers of that 
famous river of Tine; forcing fhips and boats to 
link, and imprifpning thofe that dare to fuccor 
them ; ingroflers of all coals, and other commo-r 
dities, into their own hands, from the inheritors, 
by patent; with other irrefiftable oppreflions, like 
to the Spanifli inquifition, and pradice of the high 
commiflion, and ftar-chamber; being put in execu- 
tion, at this day, in that town, by command of the 
magiftrates, and other their officers ; and what they 
cannot do, by force of their charter, amongft 
themfelves, againft any private perfon oppofing, 
then, by combination, ruin them at law, by their 
delatory plea, and out-purfing them; to the high 
diOionor of God, and your highnefs, and tending 
to the peoples undoing. 

Humbly befeeches, for the glory of God, the 
fame of your law, the contentment of the free 
people of England, the prefervation of trade and 
navigation, and increafe of your public revenue, 

II. That no confirmation bee of that towne of New- 
caftle upon Tines charters, or ufurped powers ; but 
that a fpeedy remedy be had, either by quo war- 
ranto^ or othcr^yife; and their magiftrates may fufficr, 
according to their oflFences. 

III. That no arrefts be made in that town, except 
];>y procefs from above, or under forty fhillings ; by 
rcafon they underftand not the law, and commonly 
their judges will mafter reafon. 

IV. That 
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iV. That commiffioners of fewers in Northum^ 
berlandj and cbunty of Durham, be forthwith im- 
powred, for the prefervation of that river ; other- 
mk it will be xjuite choaked up, and thereby no 
coals to be got, but at exceflive rates. 

V. That an ad quod damnum be granted, for a 
market at Shield3, which will prevent the lofs of 
many a poor fouls life for the future. 

VI. Or that a revival of that never to be forgot- 
ten ftatute, II Rich. 2. cap. 7. for a free trade to 
^11, which voided all monopolies and charters, as • 
being the greateft grieyance in a commonwealth, 
&c. It will not onely make this your nation 
equivalent with Venice, Holland, and other free 
rich dates, in riches, but preferve timber, and re- 
duce coals under 20s. the chalder all the year at 
London, but alfo augment to your publique re- 
venue above 40000I. per ann. in that very port of 
the river of Tine. 

VII. That your royal proteftion be granted to 
fuch who profecute a caufe in behalf of your high- 
nefs, from the hand of violence, during the time of 
their profecution. That the claufe in the 21. 
k. James, chap. 3. viz. for all informations upon 
penal ftatutes to be profecuted in the refpeftive 
counties, be voyd ; by reafon the judges, alias 
iheriffs, are the offenders, and no right can be got 
againft them ; the honorable judges of both benches 
hands being tyed up, for want of an appeal, obT 
ftruflied by the aforefaid ftatute. 

VIII. If their charters, and illegal privileges be 
confirmed, undoubtedly it will facrifice the peace of 
your nation, leifen your interefl with the free-born, 
weaken your pow^r, loofe the bonds of a quief 

government^ 
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government, extirpate the pure laws, and advance 
diforder and confufion ; it being humbly Conceived 
this happy change of government voids their 
charters, (they being no laws, but merely pre- 
rogatives) to Englands comfort. 

IX. That fheriffs and their fubftitutes may be 
liable to the punifhment of perjury, for breach of 
their oath, in denying bail to fuch as are capa'ble j 
lor not returning writs oi habeas corpusy and other 
their falfe returns, as others in other natures. 

X. And that a law be created for death, to fuch 
that (hall commit perjury, forgery, ox accept of 
bribery. 

XL All which are laid at your highnefs and 
councils feet, to do as God fhall dired, for th? 
relief of the oppreffed. 

Ever fubjcrlbing myfelfy ' 

A ferva7}t to your highnefs ^ 

And the publique^ 

RALPH GARDINER, 



• / 



^ 



TO 



TO THE READER. 



COURTEOUS READER, 

I SET not out the map of the river of Tine, for Jhips t9 
Jleer their courfe by ; hut for a demonjlration to fueh 
judges as may be appointed regulators of the great abufes done 
thereunto ; nor the effigies in my booh, for other corporations 
to aEi the like by ; ^ but that the irregular proceedings therein^ 
and cruelty of this corporation of Newcaftle, may the plainer 
appear; tiot onely to his highnefsy and council, par lament^ 
(idmiralf army^ judges, gentry, but alfo to the commonalty of 
the nation ; that they may expel out of their thoughts fuch 
tyranny as is there enaEied, by charter law ; being nothing 
more of my labours and pains than what I am hound in duty^ 
and conjcience, for the relief of the opprejfed ; refolvijig with 
Gods ajfijlance to continue fo doing, to the uttermoji of my 
power. Probably I may have omitted fome circumfiances re^ 
iating, yet am I confident nothing comprehended but the naked 
truth ; and what omifftons are in this, in my next will appear, 
(if I mi/carry not, by an unknown hand), I doubt not but 
fome per Jon ^ may anfwer this in print, or require further fat is ^ 
faBion therein ,• / am ready to receive the one, and declare the 
other ; but well I know, the truth hereof cannot be d'lf-- 
proved ; fuch may (if they pleafe) whoje natural d'laleB is 
detraction, apt to fain and fling with calumny and fiander, 
fooner than make a jufl defence, to joyn ijfue upon, to Jland 
and fall by (as I am by this J challenging any to brand me. with 
the leaf oj injufice I ever did them ; being ready with my 
fortune to make good what I profecute. The thing I aim at, 
is a right underfanding between the free and unjree men cf 
England ; a perfeB love, every one injoying their own^ and 

to he 
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to be governed under our known and ivholefome laws, as alfa 
an obedience thereunto; and not by a hidden prerogative ^ alias 
tharters. 

It being a wonder there dare be fuch prefumption in this 
iorporationy to exercife fuch infolencies^ which were the 
greatejl obJlruBors of our nations liberties ^ by g^rifoning that 
town. The mayor^ aldermen^ and recorder^ with the bur-- 
geffeSy and others^ againjt the free-born of England^ nvhich 
prohibited all trade ^ from the ^th, day of January^ 16421 to 
the 14th of November y 1644, ^^ that port ; which caufed 
coals to be four pound the chaldron^ and fait four pound the 
weigh; the poor inhabitants forced to flie the country y others 
to quarter all armies upon free quarter; heavy taxes to them 
ally both Englifhy ScotSy and garifons ; plundered of all 
they had; land lying wqfle ; coal-pits drowned; falt-nvorks 
broken down ; hay and corn burnt ; town pulled down ; mens 
^ves carried away^ by the unfatiable Scots y and abujed ; all 
being occafioned by that corporations difaffeBion ; and yet /# 
tyrannize^ as is hereafter mentioned ; I appeal to God and th^ 
world. 

RALPH GARDNER. 
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CHARTER LAW, 



WITH ITS 



PRACTICE DISCOVERED. 



CHAP. I. 



NEWCASTLE UPON TYNES PATRON. 



KING JOHN, 

Suniamed without land, ratgned ly yeers and 7 
monthes, died 19. daie ofOdober, 1216, was buried 
at Worcejler^ in the 51. yeer of his age. 

• 

{,^y\T ING John, who ufurped the crown of Eng*. 
J\fc^land, \v2i% (only for formalities fake) fworn 
by a bifliop, who being demanded the reafon why he 
did fo, faid, that by the gift of prophecy, certified, 
that at fome time, king John would take the crown 
and realm of England, and bring all to ruin and con- 
fufion, he pretending, the king his brother, was dead 
in the time of his being abfent beyond fea ; being 
the firft author of charters (for gain) and people like 
himfelf, for lucre of gain, fold their t)irth-right, to 
become bodies corporate, and oppreflbrs of the 
free-bom people of England : For before charters 
were, all the free-holders of England were free to 
make laws for the good of the nation j but corpo- 
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ORIGIKI CHARTERS. 

rations being fubordinate to fuch laws, as he by his 
prerogative gave them, being repugnant to the 
known fundamental laws of Lngland. 

In thefirft year of his reien, dreadful tempeftuous 
weathers by rains, that the grounds were fo fpoiled, 
that whereas com was fold for one (hilling the boule, 
in kin^ Henry the feconds daies, then coft 13 {hil- 
lings the boule ; alfo an abundance of fifli found 
dead upon 'he land, by the corruption of the waters, 
no hay could be mowed, and hale as big as ben$ 

(b) !Ie was an^ufurper, a tyrant, a bloody perfon, 
a murderer, a perjured perfon, a ^covetous perfon, 

er chap. ^ demoliflier of famous towns with fire, and a feller 

49. ^b) of Englands fupremacy to the pope*, whofe reign 

was oppreffive, and end, (hame. For further fatis- 

fadion I lefer you to his true hiftory, I fhall onely 

give a brief of fome paffages in his reign. 

He made a law that all jews that would not turn 
chriltians Ihould pay a certain great fum of money, 
or be imprifoned. and when they did turn, then 
they Ihould have their money again ; a young mer- 
chant paid 60I. to continue a jew, and after turned 
to be a chriflian ; then he demanded his money 
from the king, but he being unwilling to part with 
money, dcm?inded what realbn he had to turn, and 
fent for his father and mother to dii-fwade him, and 
to per-iwade him to change again to be a jew. 

(c) He gave command that all the jews in Eng- 
land ?nd Wales to be forthwith imprifoned, men, 
women, and children, by reafon they turned fo faft 
to be of his religion, and then feized on all their 
r'ches to fatifie his covetous difpofition, and fuch as 
would not confefb where their money was, pulled 
out their teeth and cies, and then took the thir- 
teenth '.art of all eliates moveable, to war againft 
the earls of Marfli, who defired him to forbear, but 
he would not, for which they difpoffeffed him of 
all hUS lands in France, &c. 

He 
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He having little love to his wife Ifabel the queen^ 
was divorced, pretending fhe was too near of kin to 
him, and fo took another. 

(d) He murthered duke Arthur earl of Brittan, 
his eldeft brothers Ion, being heir to the crown, in 
the caftle of Roan, in France, and chafed William de 
Branes out of England, and caufed his wife and 
children to be ftarved to death, in Winfor caftle. 

He dif-inherited many of the nobility without 
judgment of the law, and put to death Ramp earl 
of Chefter, for reproving him for lying with his 
brothers wife, and reproached others of his nobles, 
telling them how often he had defiled their beds, 
and defloured their daughters. 

(e) He granted to the city of London their 
charter, and letters pattents, to chufe their mayor 
yeerly in the tenth yeer, 1210. who governs well, &c. 

(f) He removed the exchequer from London to 
Northampton, and got a great army to go againft 
the king of Scots, but the king of Scots met him 
and did him homage, and gave him his two 
daughters as pledges, and eleven thoufand fcotch 
marks, and upon his return took homage of the 
free-holders of England, and fware them to his 
allegiance, all above xi years of age. n year 12 u. 

(g) He made oath to be obedient to the pope of 
Rome, by name lunocentius, to Randolph, his 
bull, who went with his nobles to Dover, where he 

met with the faid popes bull, and there refigned 13 year 12 12. 
the crown with the realm of England and Ireland 
into the popes hand ; fee his oath in chap. 59. (b) : 
upon vfjtiich the bilhops who he had banifhed, re- 
turned to England, by leave from the pope. King 
John met them and fell flat upon his face on the 
ground, and^ afked them forgivenefs, melting 
bitterly into tears, &c. 

(h) He grants the very next year, after his power 
was given to the pope, unto the town of Newcaftle 
upon Tyne, letters pattents to be a corporation, and 
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4 ORIGINI CHARTERS. 

to hold the faid town in fee-farm, at the rent of 

(^ lool. per. annum, as by the faid recited letters pat- 

tents, in the fecond chapter, more at large appears, 

Hycar, 1213 j^j^jjQ 1213. (Surely this charter is not good by 

law, &c.) 

( I ) He was the caufe of firing the chief town in 
Northumberland, called Morpeth, and caufed many 
more towns in England and Wales to be burnt. 

The barons of England being armed, demanded 
of him the laws and liberties granted by king Ed- 
ward the confeffor, vulgarly called St. Edward, he 
defired refpite till eafter, and gave fureties to per- 
form them. 

15 year. (k) He met with the barons of England in Running 

Meadow, between Winfor and Stains, upon the 
16. of June; granted under his hand to them the 
liberties of England, without any difficulty, and the 
whole realm was fworn thereunto; and foon after 
fubtlely and privately fends to the pope and other 
nations, for armies to make void thofe charters and 
liberties granted to the barons, and to fubdue 
England, and promifed them great rewards. Forty 
thoufand fouldiers, that were to have Norfolk and 
Suffolk, to conquer England for king John, were 
all caft away on the fea. The pope fends in great 
ftrength, who landed at Dover, and deftroyed 
many towns by fire, and with the fword flew many 
thoufands of people; the pope excommunicating the 
barons particularly by their names, great fubverfion 
and diffolution thereupon fell, laying all hedges and 
ditches level, tormenting the barons, with their 
wives, &c. 

16 year. (l) The barons were neceffitated to fend for 

Lewis, fon to the king of France, for to come with 
an army to join with them to conquer king John, 
whofe cruelties were intolerable ; which was done, 
and king John overthrown, and forced to flee 
towards Lin; being poyfpned by a monk at Swin- 
fted : (The reafon he gave was, that if he had lived 

half 
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half a year longer, a half-penny loaf would coft 
20S.) He died, and was buried at Worcefter, and 17 year. 
king Henry the third, fon to king John, of nine 
years of age, was crowned at Glocefter, &c. 

(m) The reafon of king John his granting charters 
in England, aifd making corporations, was, for that 
he had but little land, to raife great rents from them, 
and to affift him with ftrength by out-voting the 
knights of (M)the (hires, as is hereafter expreft : For 
all free-holders of England that had forty fhillings | 
yeer, met two times a yeer at SefGons Meadows, neer 
Kockingham Caftle, in Northampton-fhire, and 
there made fuch laws as the nation was governed by, 
and confirmed by the king. 

(n) King John refolving to have monies and aid 
of men, to go to Normandy, to conquer them, could 
not conveniently motion it, by reafon of the nume- 
roufneffe of the free-holders, but made a fpeech to 
them, that he had contrived a very fit and convenient 
way, for the making laws for the good of the whole 
nation, which was, that by reafon he conceived it a 
great trouble, for all them to come fo far for that 
purpofcj onely to make laws, that they would chufe 
two knights of every (hire and county, in England 
and Wales, and give to them the full power of the 
nation, and then the faid knights to come and fit with 
him in parliament, at Weftminfter, and alfo to allow 
them four fhillings a day, out of the county flock, 
which more plainly appears in the flatute of ;^^. Hen. 
8. ch. II. Knights to have 4s, per diem, and bur- 
geffes 2s. per diem. 

(o) King John when he had got the hundred and 
four knights in parliament, they having the full pow- 
er of the nation from the free-holders, immediately re- 
quired from them, great fubfidies, and armies to go 
for Normandy, to recover fuch lands as he had loft. 

(p)The knights anfwered, they onely were intruft- 
ed to make laws, and not to taxe the free-holders, 
who had intrufted them, and not to raife armies, and 

that 
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that by fo doing, they could not difcharge the tnift 
repofed in them. 

(qJ The king finding his expedation fruftrated, 
having nothing doubted, but to have wrought his 
defign onfo fmall«a number, maftered his paflion, and 
not long after acquainted the knights, that he was 
forry for the great burden which lay upon them for 
making laws, being for a publick, and that they were 
too tew in number, and that he had found out a way 
how to eafe them, and bring in a great revenew to 
ixee the nation from impofitions. 

(R)Which was, that he refolved to incorporate all 
the great towns in England and Wales, and depute 
magiftrates, to govern as his lieutenants, and every 
corporation fhould hold their town in fee-farm, from 
him and his heirs at a certain rent, fome more, others 
leffe, according to the quality, &c. 

(s) Alfo that every corporation ftiould chufe two 
burgeffes to fit and vote with them, in parliament^ 
they knowing the ftate of every county, and the bur- 
geffes of the corporation (by which means, the bur- 
geffes being more in number than the knights, might 
out-vote them, and vote for him) the knights med- 
led not therein at all, but were out-voted by thefe 
vaffals and tenants to the king, they granting to him 
whatever he demanded, or elfe muft forfeit their 
charters : And he granted to them whatever they de- 
manded, &c. 

(t) The free-holders of England were reprefented 
in parliament, by their knights in their eleflion : 
And if the burgeffes were free-holders, then repre- 
fented in the fame knights. 

(v) But if the burgeffes were no free-holders then 
no power in England to make laws, or to fit in par- 
liament, to out-vote the true reprefentative, which are 
the knights, efpecially reprefenting no body further 
then the will of the king, who was onely to confirm 
laws, but not to make them. 

King John had four confiderations in making 
great towns corporations : 

I To 
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1 . To affume a prerogative. 

2. To raife vaft fums of mony. 

3. To divide the nation. - 

4. To enflave bodies corporate, by being his vaf- 

fals and flaves. . . ' . 

Charters are no laws, and nothing is binding that 
is not lawful, no laws are made but by parliament, 
read ftat. 2. Edw, 3. 8. 
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CHAP. n. 

Newcajlles Jirji charter. 

(a)"|T' ING John, by his letters pattents, dated the 
m\. day of in the fourteenth yeer of his 
reign, and in the yeer of our Lord, 12 13, granted, 
demifed, and confirmed, to the honeft men of the 
Newcaftle upon Tyne, and to their heirs, his town 
of Newcaftle upon Tyne, with all the appurtenances, 
to fee-farm, for one hundred pounds, to be rendred 
to the faid king and his heirs, at his Exchequer, 
(to wit.) at the feaft of eafter, fifty pounds, and at the 
feaft of St. Michael other fifty pounds ; faving to the 
faid king, the rents prizes, and aflizes vol the port of 
the faid town. Further he grants to them, and con- 
firmeth one hundred and ten fliillings and fixpence 
of rent, which they have by the gift of the faid king, 
in the faid town, of efcheats, to be divided and af- 
figned to them, who loft their rents by occafion of a 
ditch or trench, and of the new work made under 
the caftle, towards the river or water, fo that thereof 
they might have the more, that loft the more, and 
they that loft the leffe, fliould have the leiTe. He al- 
fo granted to them,^ for him and his heirs, that in 
nothing t^ey fhould be anfwerable to the fheriffe, 
nor to the conftable, for thofe things which belong 
to them, as the faid charter teftifieth. Wherefore 
he willeth and firmly commandeth, that the faid 

mea 
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men, and their heirs, may have and hold the fame 
. town witH its appurtenances to fee-farm, for 
the faid hundred pounds yeerly to be paid, as is 
aforefaid, well and in peace, freely, quietly^ iind in- 
tirely, with all liberties and free cuftomes, which they 
were wont to have in the time of king Henry the 
a. father of the faid king John, as by the faid let- 
ters pattents appeareth. The faid kihg John was the 
caufe of burning Morpeth, the chief town in Nor- 
thumberland, and many more towns in Wales, be- 
caufe of the enmity between him and the family of 
the Bruces, who originally were planted in Wstles. 
Wherefore the faid charter made by the faid king 
John, to the faid honcft men of Newcaftle upon 
Tyne, cannot be valid in law, becaufe in the four- 
teenth yeer of his reign, he fubjefted himfelf to be a 
yaffal to the pope of Rome, as is aforefaid, and for 
many other reafons mentioned in the faid charter it- 
felf, confidered in themfelves. 

In this charter of king John, that he grants to the 
honeft men of Newcaftle upon Tyne, he mentions 
not the port of the river of Tyne, from Sparhawk, at 
Tynemouth-bar, upon the fea, to Hadwyn-ftreams, 
above Newbiirn, in Northumberland; neither is there 
fo much as one fyllable, whereby the faid king grants 
to them the two third parts of the faid river, or any 
of the fifliing, between the faid places, &c. 



CHAP. III. 

(a)"1T"ING Henry the third being earneftly fup- 
m\. plicated by the good men of Newcaftle, to 
confirm king Johns charter, which was done upon 
the fecond day of July, in the year of our Lord, 1 234. 
the faid king Henry did not inla.ge their jurifdidion 
at all, but onely grant? them the charter, in the very 
fanje words as king John had in his charter granted. 

(r) King 
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(b) King Henry the third, by his letters patt^nts, 
under the great feal of England, dated at Weftmin- 
fter, the firft day of December, in the three and 
twentieth year of his reign, upon the good men of 
Newcaftles fupplication, thought it fit, to give them 
licence to dig coals, and (tones, in the common foil 
of that town, without the walls thereof^ in the place 
called Caftle-field and the Frith ; and from, thence 
to draw and convert them unto their own profit, in 
aid of their faid fee-farm rent of a looL per annum, 
and the fame, as often as it fhould feem good unto 
them; the fame to endure during his pleafure; 
which faid letters pattents were granted upon pay- 
ment of twenty fhillings into the hamper: Nothing 
more was given, neither lands, &c. but only to 
Work the coals, during pleafure, for their owa 
ufe. 

' (c) King Henry the third was petitioned again 
by the fame honeft: men, for fo they were called 
by king Johns charters {probi homines :) That 
his majefty would be gracioufly pleafed, to give 
them all the ftone and coals in a place called the 
Frith, adjoyning to the former, the better to enable 
them to pay their fee-farm rent, which alfo was 
granted, paying forty fhillings per annum, into 
the hamper, upon the eleventh of May, in the one 
and thirtieth year of his reign. All which coals 
and ftones, have, do, and will amount to many 
thoufands of pounds, yet no land, above the faid 
coals was granted unto them. 



CHAP. IV. 

(a)"17^ ING Edward the firft, in the nineteenth 

l\. yeer of his reign, was fupplicated by the 

good men of Newcaftle, to grant them a fu;n of 

C money, 
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money, and a licence for the building of a wall 
round the town (on which wall, one of the mayors 
of Newcaftle was hanged) as by the record of the 
regiftery appears, 1 hat two third parts of the river 
ot Tyne, from Sparhawk to Bcadwyn-ftreams were 
in this kings hands. And for fuch lords as held 
any fifhings on the fouth-fide of the faid river of 
Tyne, which went to the mid-ltream, they .were 
nieer intrude) s of one fixt part more then was their 
own, for whereas they were to have had but one 
third part, they claimed half. 

(b) And that this king gave licence, to build a 
wall about the town of Newcaftle, and gave mony 
towards this wall, which was not beftowed, 

(c) And that divers purpreflures were then in- 
croached upon, by the good men of the town of 
Newcaftle, upon the moat of the Newcaftle, built 
bv William Rufus, adjoyning thereunto. And to 
the end that the then Iheriffe of Northumberland 
might prelcnt thefe incroachments into the chan- 
cery., whereby to difcover their unjuft dealing and 
iiitrufion upon the faid moat of the faid caftle, they 
the laid good men gave to him the faid fheriffe, ' 
a gilt or bribe of ten marks, that he might not 
vex them, as by the faid record more at large ap- 
pears, &c. 



CHAP. V. 

THE faid kin^ Edward the third, by his letters 
pattents, dated at Weftminfter, the tenth day 
of May, in the one and thirtieth yeer of his reign, 
confirms all former charters, with an addition of 
his own, that he for himfelf and his heirs, 
granted, demifed, and confirmed unto his honeft 

men 
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men of the town of the Newcaftle upon Tyne, his 
town of Newcaftle, before called Manchefter, with 
all its appurtenance^s, for a hundred prund per 
annum, to be paid to the faid king, and his heirs, 
&c. Which he the faid king confirms to the faid 
men, and burgeifes, and to their heirs for ever. 
And becaufe, on the behalf of th€ faid burgeflTes of 
the faid town, it was humbly fupplicated to the 
faid king, that whereas the faid moore and lands 
called Cadle-fields, and Caftle-moor, on the north- 
fide of the faid town of Newcaftle, from a certain 
place called Ingler Dike, &c. as the fame are butted 
and bounded, &c. even to the faid town of New- 
caftle, are the lands and foil of the faid town of 
Newcaftle belonging to the fame, beyond memory ; 
with all profits coming of the faid lands, moor, and 
foil, as by an inquifition thereof taken, and re- 
turned into the chancery appeareth And albeit 
the faid burgeffes, and their ptedeceffors from the 
time they have had the faid town to farm, they 
have held the faid moor and land, as thoiigh'it were 
appertaining to the faid town, and have always 
hitherto peaceably, and quietly had, and reaped all 
the profits coming of the faid moor and lands, yet the 
faid burgeffes, (now they are turned from honeft 

men, to burgeffes, the next will be to ) for 

that there is no mention made of the faid moor and 
lands (albeit they be of the appurtenances of the 
faid town) do fear, that they may be impeached 
afterwards, and for that the faid town, as well by 
reafon of the laft peftilence at that time, as by the 
hazards of wars, arid divers other adverfities, was 
fo impoveriflied, and deftitute of men, that the 
profits of the faid town fufficed not for the payment 
of the faid farm, (as they then pretended.) The 
faid king being willing to provide for their in- 
dempnity in that behalf, and for him, and his heirs 
granted, that they and their heirs might have and r^ 
hold the fame moor .and foil, as if it were apper- 

C % taining 
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taining to the faid town, with all profits out of the 
fame, &c. And that they the faid burgeffes, and their 
heirs, in the faid moor and lands, may dig, and 
may have coal, flait, and (lone there; and from 
thence may draw them, and may make their profit of 
the faid coals, flait, and ftonei^, and other profits 
coming out of the faid moor and lands, in aid of the 
payment of their faid fee-farm, without impeach- 
ment, &c. As by the faid letters pattents, (made 
by the king himfelf, and his council, and by the 
fine of forty fhillings paid in the hamper) more at 
large appeareth. 

By thefe laft mentioned letters pattents, the bur- 
geffes of Newcaflle can challenge no title in the faid 
Caftle-moor, and Caftle-field, becaufe the faid let- 
ters pattents are contrary in themfelves. This is 
the firft claim the faid burgeffes lay to the Caftle- 
moor, being a quantity of eight hundred and fifty 
acres of ground, befides pafture for all their kine, 
and coals for all their fuel, which are gotten upoi^ 
the faid Caftle-moor. 



CHAP. VI. 

KING Richard the fecond, by his charter, dar 
ted the ninth day of April, in the firft year of 
his reign, 1378, confirms all the former charters, and 
grants to the town of Newcaftle, the fame privi- 
ledge as granted before, in diging of coals, flait, and 
ftone, in Caftle-field, and Caftle-moor, but doth not 
grant the (land) onely the coals, flait, and ftone, 
for the towns beft advantage. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 

KING Henry the fourth, being humbly peti* 
tioned by the burgeffes of Newcaftle, that his 
highneffe would be gracioufly pleafed, to divide the 
town and corporation, from the county of Northum- 
berland, and .to grant them a IheriflFe, with more 
liberties and immunities, which was granted ; that 
the corporation of Newcaftle fhall be a diftinft 
county of itfelf, dif-joyned from the county of 
Northumberland, and not to meddle in the faid new 
county, as by the charter more at large appears, 
upon record, in the tower of London, 7 Ed. 6. 10. 
I. Mary 3. 

This was a preparative for the town of Gates- 
head, &c. 



CHAP. VIII. 

(a) y^^UEEN Elizabeth obtained a leafe from 
\^/ the late bifhop of Durham, dated the 26. 

of April, in the 24. year of her reign, 1582. of all 
the whole mannors of Gates-head and Wickham, 
and all the coal-pits, and coal-mines within the faid 
mannors of Gates-head and Wickham aforefaid, and 
in all the common wafts, and parks belonging to the 
faid mannors, at the rent of ninety pounds, per an- 
num, or thereabouts, for ninety nine yeers, which 
the earle of Leicefter procured from the faid queen, 
and fold, or gave the fame to Sutton of the charter- 
houfe, who for twelve thoufand pounds, as is report- 
£4> fold the fame to the mayor and burgeffes of New- 
caftle* 
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* It 16 con. caftle,* but when he underftood the yearly value, 
^h*^^' f^^^' ^^^^^ ^^^ worth at leaft fifty thoufand pounds per* 
loid, by ^rea- ^^^^"^5 attefted by doSor Cradock, fome-times arch- 
fon \he cor- deacon of Northumberland, deceafed, this leafe be- 
poration for- ing called the grand leafe, was granted to fir Wil- 
felted it, be- li^u^. Readal, and others, for the ufe of the mayor 
ed^aSlthe ^^^ burgeffes, and free honeft men, and expires the 
parliament, ^6. of April, which fhall be in the year of our Lord, 
&c. i68i. as appears in the ii. chap. (1.) 7. Edw. 

6, 10. 



CHAP. IX. 

(a)/"^UEEN Elizabeth requires the great ar- 
V^f rear, of two-pence per chaldron, which was 
granted to king Henry the fifth, as cuftome, by the 
parliament, as appears by that ftatute, chapter the 
tenth, ninth year, which was neglefted to be paid 
unto the crown, by the mayor and burgeffes, for 
many years together, infomuch as they were not able 
to pay the fame, but humbly befeeched thofe arrears 
may be forgiven, by reafon of their inability: And 
to grant them a charter to incorporate a new frater- 
CHap. 25. nity or brother-hood to be called free * hoft-men, 
for the felling and vending of all coals to (hipping ; 
and in confideration thereof, they would pay to her 
majefty, and her fucceffors, twelve pence for every 
chalder, exported from thenceforth, to the free peo- 
ple of this nation. The queen conceiving that twelve- 
pence upon every chalder would be better for the 
future, and well paid, would rife to a greater reve- 
new then the two-pence fo long in arrear could en- 
damage, which was granted, upon condition fpecified 
in that grant, remaining in the exchequer, with 
m^ny feals to it ; that they fhould fell all coals to 
mafters of Ihips : At this day the fitters reckon with 

the 
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the mafters for fo much a chalder^ as eleven fliil^ 
lings, for fo many as is conceived to be aboard the 
fhip, and then he goeth with the mafter to reckon, 
which the faid mafters payes the one fhilling per 
chalder cuftome, being allowed in his hand, the 
mafter conceives he doth not pay it further then be- 
ing left in his hand by the fitter ; but if the mafters 
will look upon that leafe, they will find they are to - 
have the beft coals for ten {hillings, and the worft for 
nine (hillings the chaldron, at moft, and now they 
pay eleven (hillings, by which means the one (hilling 
'per chaldron is paid by the mafter, and not by the 
hoft-man, and fo falls upon the whole nations back. 
I refer you further to the leafe, for if the mafter 
buy dear, he muft needs fell dear, 

(b) By the fame fallacy they wronged the king of 
his cuftomes, 9. Hen. 5. 10., which plainly appears 
in that ftatute, if you pleafe to read it ; the lame, 
they have to cheat the queen and her fucceflbrs for 
the twelve-pence per chaldron. 



CHAR X. 

(a) /^^UEEN Elizabeth being humbly intre^t- 
V^/ ed, by the mayor, and burgeffes of New- 

caftle, that her majefty would be gracioufly pleafed 
to grant them a charter of liberties, concerning fea- 
jurifdiftion, and of admiralty in that port (to wit.) 
between Sparhawk, in the fea, and Hadwyn ftreams, 
being fourteen miles in length, for the advance of 
the eftate of that town, which alfo was granted as 
follows. 

.(b) The queen by her letters, pattents, dated the 
thirtieth day of Auguft, in the one and thirtieth 
year of her reign, touching the office of the high ad- 
miralty 
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This ftatute miralty of the river of Tyne, and port of Newcaftle^ 
of 2.Edw. 3. grants the reverfion to the mayor and burgeffes of 
^•. ^^! ^ Newcaftle, by reafon it was granted under the great 
by rcafon it is feal of England, bearing date the fifth of February, 
againft right. 1522, unto Charles lord Howard of Effingham, 
amongft other things, in his faid pattent, in the of- 
fice of lord high admiral of England, &c. for life, 
who out-lived the queen, and dyed, 26. January, in 
the fixteenth year of king James, the mayor and 
burgeffes pretending they had right thereunto, from 
king Henry the fixth, which if they had, was extin- 
guiflied upon the queens grant to the high admiral, 
&c. and by this grant of hers to Newcaftle, fhe one- 
ly grants what is in her to grant, which is onely the 
reverfion after the furrender, forfeiture, or death of 
the aforefaid lord high admiral, but fhe dying before 
the lord high admiral, it is conceived her grant is 
void. And it was never fince confirmed by any other 
to the faid mayor and burgeffes ; for king James up- 
on the 28. of June, in the fixteenth year of his reign, 
two dayes after the lord high admiral died. The 
commiffion, or letters pattents of the admiralty of 
England, was conferred upon the duke of Bucking- 
ham, fo that Newcaftle by this change hath but a 
flender pretence of right to the admiralty of that 
part of Newcaftle. 
m (^) ^^^ ^^^^ corporation humbly befeecheth her 

petition/^ grace, to increafe, inrich, inlarge, and eftablilh (as 
much as in her lay) their authorities and jurifdidion 
in fea-bufineffes, with larger priviledges, exemptions, 
liberties and immunities, and thofe being called by 
various names, to eftablifli into a certain body, and 
reduce and create the name of the incorporation, 
upon which petition, the queen made the town and 
corporation of Newcaftle, a free town, inthefe words. 
(d) That the burgeffes and inhabitants of the faid 
town from henceforward for ever, fliall be one body 
corporated, or body politick, in fubftance, fadt, and 
name, by name of a mayor and burgeffes. And that 

by 



K 



<ltJE!EN ELIZABETHS CHARTER.* 17 

by that name, they tnay have perpetual focceflion. *Newcaftle 
And perfons able in la^;^, capable to have, purchafe j"corporated. 
receive, and poffeffe, lands, * tenements^ liberties, lands!^"^ Se/ 
jurildiaions, franchifesj and heriditaments, of what ftat.ijRich. 
kind, nature, or form foever they fhall be, to them 2. 5. 
iand their fucceflbrs in fee and perpetuity ; and to 
affign them over by the name aforefaid. And by f^^^"^' ^^^^ ^ 
the fame name to implead or fue, and be fued, anfwcr, name. See 
or to be anfwered, defend, or be defended in any Edw. 3. 6. 
court of record. 

(fc) And to have a common feal for their caufes 
and bQiindTes, arid to break and chaiige the fame at 
their pleafure. 

(f) Likewife, (he confii^ms by the faid charter, to Confirms all 
the faid mayor and burgeffes, and their fucceflbrs, foi'ner liberr 
that they onely of the faid town, with its members ^^^' 

and appurtenances, and alfo that they may have all 
ffbe fame cuftomes, liberties, priviledges, franchifes, 
immunities, exemptions, quittances and jurifdictions, 
how many, and how much foever hath been granted 
by former kings, by what name or names foever, or 
by what pretence they have or do enjoy or claim the 
fame. To have and to hold, and to be holden of the 
faid queen, in fee-farm, &c. 

(g) Alfo grants by the faid charter unto the mayor 
and burgeffes and their fucceffors, full authority, 
power, and faculty of mittigamus, conftituting. or^ 
daining, making and eila^-^lifning, from time to time, 

filch laws, * inltitute judgments, ordinances and * Making 
conftitutions, according to their found dilcretion, ^^^'s* ^^^ ^^*:- 
being good, wholefome, and neceffary for the pub- ^^' ^' 
lick good and weal, and common profit, and good 
rule of the faid town. 

(h) The mayor and burgeffes, have power 
hereby to inflift punilhment^ pains, penalties, and 
imprifonments* of bodies, (and by fines, or amer- *To punifh 
ciaments, may levy, and have to them, and their offenders. See 
facceffors without calumny or impeachment) re- ^^^' ^* ^'^°' 
quiring alll perfons to yeeld obedience to fuch laws, Comalanding 

1/ &C. obedience* 
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&c. provided thofe laws, ordinances, inftitutions^^ 
and fuch like cuftomes, be not repugnant to the 
laws and flatutes of England, 

(i) Alfo that the grants, which the faid town of 
Sparliawk Neucaltle, and the circuits, precinds, and jarif- 
aT,d Headwyn diclions tliereof, to ftand as well in breadth, as^ 
libaties ^'^^"^ Itiigth, as well by land, as by water, as was ac- 

cuftomed before the memory of man, as they were 
wont to extend themfelves, and in the river of 
'lyne, from a place called Sparhawk, in the fea, to 
lieadwyn flreams, feven miles above Newcaftle- 
bridge. And to pull down all walls, hedges, and 
blocks, offenfive, &c. 

(k) And further, by the faid letters pattents, the 
tlie office of q^*^^" ^^^h grant unto the faid mayor and burgeffes, 
h/ h admi- upon the furrender of the fame, letters pattents of 
ralty. the fame high admiral of England, by death, for- 

feiture, furrender* or other means, to become void 
for ever. And may have and hold within the faid 
town, one court of admiralty of record, every 
munday throughout the veer ; in which courts 
Keeping the mayor, or recorder to be one.: And to begin 
courts. upon the v cancy of the faid office, to hold by 

plaint, in the fame court to be levied, all, and aft 
manner of pleas, furts, plaints, and demands. For 
which debts, contrafts, covenants, trefpaffes and 
deceits, matters, and offences whatioever, to the 
faid court of admiralty behmging, and to hold 
court of pleas according to the laws and cuftomes 
of the faid court of admiralty of England, and 
oihc^r legal wayes and means; whereby the truth 
Piinifliment. ^^^y .{^^ better' be known with power of any 

Edvv 7^\^ * tc^mporal! conflraint * or mulct, or any other pain, 

according to ihe laws and cufiomes of the faid late 
queens court or admil^lty of I ngland, to be com- 
pj ed, or to do, and adminiiter judgment, the 
order of law bein^ kept. 
LawsofEnff. (^0 ^i^d likeviie flit ordains juftices of the peace, 
laud executed to couferve the peace in the faid town and port, for' 

the 
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the putting in execution the ftatutes and ordinances 

made at Weftminfter, in the eighteenth year of 

king Edward the third, concerning foreftrilling of 

merchandizes upon the water, or upon the fea. 

And the thirteenth of Edward the firft, the five and 

fortieth of Edward the third, the thirteenth of 

Richard the fecond, and feventh of Henry the 

fourth, and Henry the fixth, the four and thirtieth Fore-ftaliiner. 

of Henry the eighth, and the fifth and fixth of ^^e chap jo. 

Edward the fixth ftatutes, at Weftminfter, againft ^ 49- 5» 4^- 

regrators, fore-ftallers, and ingrocers, to enquire 

after fuch offenders againft the laws and ftatutes 

aforefaid, to hear and determine fuch like inJi£t- 

ments and punifhments. 

(m) That the fergeant at mace, all juries, pan- Officerstodo 
nels, inquifitions, attachments, precepts mandates, t^n'r duty. 
warrants, judgments, fentences, proceffes, or other ^^^' ^'^^P 3^» 
things whatfoever to do, for the difpatching thereof. "' 

(n) The queen gives further power unto the 
mayor, to chotife all officers in the faid court what- 
foever. to remove and expell them, as they (hall 
fee caufe, according to law and equity. 

(o) That the mayor, recorder, and aldermen, Seechap -^o. 
three, or more of them, whereof the mayor, or b. chap. 29. 
recorder to be one of them, miy have for every ^ 
acknowledgment of all and fingrular fuch like pleas, *^^' acknow- 
plaints, fuits, and demands of debts, and other ^^^.^^j^ ^^ 
fea-bufineffes and offences, and alfo diffeizing of all View of dead 
wrecks* at fea or port, happening, and of the bodie mur- 
death, drowning and viewing of all dead bodies of^^^""?> 
what perfons foever, which in the faid town and ^^^^'"^"?' 
port, . howfoever flain or drowned, or to be flain, 
drowned, or murthered, or brought to death by 
any other means. 

(p) Alfo the cuftqdy and confervation of the , 
ftatutes, the wreck at Tea, and of the office of ^ ^^.^^,^^'^.5^ 
coroners* in the third and fourth year of king -Seec!i 48. 
Edward the ftrft, and to punilh delinquents, accord- a. 29.49.A. 
ing to law* 

D 2 (O The 
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(q^ The mayor of the fame town for ever, hath 
hereby power to receive acknowledgments, for 
any caufe whatfoever, in the admirahy court de- 
terminable, and to record and enrole the faid re- 
To fine and cognizance, to releafe, cancel, leffen, and qualifie, 
qiin^r^e. at their pleafure, according to law. Alfo to demand 
Seeftat. 25. execution, according to the manner of the f^d 

* ^' high court of the admiralty of England. 
All fines for (r) The faid queen doth give and grant, by the 
their own ufe faid letters patterns, unto the faid mayor and burgef-. 
IS given. £gg^ ^j^j ^{^gjj. fucceflbrs, all, and Angular fines, re-» 
A*^l^ T ^^ demptions, iflues, amerciaments, forfeitures, perqui- 

fites, and profits whatfoever appearing, happening, 
coming, afl'effed, impofed, or taxed, or then after to 
be upon any by the afoi el aid court, for their own pro- 
per ufe and behoof, without any account to the faid 
queen, or her heirs, to be levied fo foon as ever it 
fliall be adjudged by them, without any unquietneffe, 
vexation, or trouble of the faid queen, her heirs and 
fucceflbrs, juftices, or other minifters, or fubjefta 
whatfoever. 

♦ T K 11 ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ hdYC all manner of fuch like goods andl 
profus and ^ chattels, weiffs, wrecks * of the fea, goods floating 
wrecks. or fwimming upon the water, and driven' to the 

* See c. 30. flioar*, funk to the bottom, and goods due, to more 
A. 29. D. by proportion, treafure found, felons of themfelves, 
btat. 17. Ld. ^i^Q^ands, and other cafualties, as well upon as by 
To have all ^^^ ^^i ^^ fhores, and maritine parts, as upon or by 
felons goods, the f refli water, howfoever, whenfoever, or wherefo- 
re See chap ever, or in what manner appearing, happening, or 
53- A* coming, which to the admiralty of Jtngland doth be- 
2 16. long. 

•Royal fifhes. (t) And all royal fillies, fturgeons*, whales, por- 
Stat 17. Ed. poyles, dolphins, rigoferes, and grampefes. 
=• M- (v)That the faid queen willed, that the mayor, 

Juftices of recorder and aldermen, for the time being, three or 
goal delivery, more of them, whereof the mayor or recorder to be 

one from time to time ever hereafter, to be juftices 
at the goal delivery, and to deliver out of prifon in the 

fame. 
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feme, committed to the fame goal, for what caufe fa* 
ever. 

(w) That they may erefl: gallows within the liberty Gallows and 
of the f;3iid town, for felons, murtherers, and other to bang them, 
malefafliors whatfoever, within the town or port, ai^d 
to commit them to the goal, till they be from thence 
delivered, by due courfe of law. See chap, 53. (a.) 

(y) All which of her fpecial favour, ihe grants 
without fine ijato the hamper. Dated at Weftniiiv. 
iter, the 50. of Aug uft, in the 31. year of her reign. It 
is conceived this is voyd, by reafon granted without 
any confideration into the hamper. 



CHAP. XI. 



A brief of the privileges^ confined in the charUr cf 
liberties^ grafited by queen Elizabeth^ ta the may$r 
and burgejfes of the town of the Newcq/lle upon Tyne^ 
the Z2tb. of March ^ in the 42tb. year of her reign* 
As foUoweth. 

The twelve companies of Newcaftle be as follow. 



CORDWINDEESj 

BUTCHERS, 

TATLORS, 

FULLERS, 

DRAPERS, 

MERCERS, 



SKINNERS, 

CORN-MERCHANTS, 

TANNERS, 

SADLERS, 

BAKERS, 

SMITHS. 



I finde .not brewers nor carpenters. Obfcrv. 

(A)nr'HAT the town of Newcaftle is an ancient 
1 town, and that they have had laws, jurifdic- 
tions, &c. and that the faid town hath fuffered no 
fmall lofs, by reafon of divers differences, &c. fol. i. 
concerning the manner of loading and unloading fea- 

coals. 
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4$. 46. ot if any officer (fave the recorder) die with* 
hi the year, then to chufe another, fo. 47. 48. 49^ 
And if the recorder die within one year next after his 
eledion, or be removed from, or leave his office, &c< 
then to chooft another fit perfon, learned in the laws, 
The recorder albeit not a burgefs, in his place, &c. fo. 49. 50. 51. 
Ao burgefs. ^ J j£ ^jjg mayor of the faid town be depofed, remo- 
ved, or die, then to chufe another within twenty dales, 
&c. fo. 51. 52. The like for the fheriff, &c. fo. 53. 
Etc^bffifecrs j.^^ William Jennifon named firft mayor, to. ^^. ^64 

John Savel one of the barons of the exchequer, firft 
and modem recorder, fo. 57. William Selby, &c. and 
nine others are made the firft and modern aldermen, 
fo. 58. J^^n^^s Clavering appointed firft, and the 
Ffota Ae 18. modern iftieiiflF, &c. to. 59. the faid William Jemii- 
leaf to the 65. ^^^^ mayor, and thirty five perfons more, are ap- 
ingtheofficcrs pointed to be the firft and modern common councH- 
•fNcwcaftle. liien, &c. fo. 60. 61. Matthew Chapman, and Row- 
land Tempeft are appointed to be firft, and the mo- 
dern coroners, &c. fo. 62. George Dent appointed 
firft clerk of the chamber, fo. 62. Francis Burrel and 
feven others, appointed to be the firft and the modem 
chamberlains of the faid town, fo. 63. George Still 
appointed fword bearer, fo. 63. George Selby» and 
feVen other perfons appointed to be the firft fer- 
jeants at mace, &c. fo. 6;^. 
Toholdconrts (e) The faid queen, grants to the faid mayor and 
of record, burgeffes, and their fucceflbrs, for ever, that they 
feechap.42.c. ^^^ j^^,j ^^^ ^^^^^ of record, in Guilde-hall, before 

the mayor, upon munday in every week, through the 
year, except in the weeks of ^hriftmas, eafter, and 
penticoft, &c. fo. 6^. and another court, upon wed- 
nefdaies and fridaies in every >^ eek, throughout the 
year, except in the feveral weeks aforefaid ; and all 
pleas of debts, covenants> detainer, trefpaifes, &c. fo. 
66. 6']. and pleas of court, of pipowder, &c. fo. 6*8. 
. . and courts of the upper-bench, jiiftices of the bench, 

jtod juftices of alSze, before the faid mayor, fo. 69. 
70. And that th^ mayor and burgeffes in the courts 

to 
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to be holden before the mayor, and in the court, to 
be holden before the (herifF, and their fucceffors, 
in all and Angular fuits, &c. may attatch the parties 
defendants in the fame fuits, &c. fo. 71. in their 
lands and goods, and commit them to their prifon, 
called newgate, &c. fo. 72. 73. 

The mayor, the ten aldermen, and recorder of the 
faid town, for ever, to be joyntly, and feverally Confervators 
keepers of the peace, &c. within the faid town, , &c. oi the peace, 
and to chaftife and punifii malefaftors, &c. fo. 73. ^^P- 37- 

74. 75. 76. To enqui're of 

And further, that they, the 12, 1 1, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, all mifdemea- 
5, 4, or 3 of them, whereof the mayor to be one, norstothelaw 
be juilices of the faid late queen, her heirs and fuc- ^o^eftallers, 
ceflbrs, to enquire upon oath, &c. fo» 76. of all ♦^ g*^e°ftat. c! 
mufders, &c. foreftallers*, regrators, &c. and of^, e^.^. 15- 
all other matters whatfoever done, or committed, 
&c. fo. 77. 78. 79. fo that the keepers of the peace 
in Northumberland and Durham, do not enter for 
any matter of peace, &c. to be ended and deter- 
mined, in the faid town of Newcaftle, fo. 80. 

(f) The queen grants to the faid mayor and Reafonabic 
burgefles, and their fucceflbrs, that they may, as taxation of 
often as need fliall require, impofe, &c. fines*, fi/»«» *c- ^^ 
penalties, taxations, cuftoms, &c. for the P^^lick ^g^*J^^^^^ 
ufe of the mayor and burgeflcs of the faid town, £^, 2. 6* 

to be kept in their common chamber, an& to be 
expended for their publick ufe, fo. 81. or by their 
' officers, from time to time to be levied, fuch as 
before time, were lawfully taxed and impofed, &c. 
and that the faid mayor, &c. may ufe all the means 
they can, to levy and gather the fame, fo. 82. 

(g) The queens pleafure further was, that the *p»«^ ^^^»*^^- 
mayor, recorder, and aldermen of the faid town, or "^n^" ^°' 
five, or more of them, whereof the mayor to be Seeftat. 3.H. 
one, be juftices for gaol deliveries, &c. fo. 83. and 71. 

that the coroners * of the faid town fhall deliver Tpwn moor is 

all juries, inquifitions, pannel attatchments, &c. and J^^^^^"g ^^^^{^ 
make return of them to the mayor, &c. in all their liberty to get 

£ gaol coals. 
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f^ri 



fhcylr'.Yc no rraol deliveries, &c. fo. 84. and uo execute the 
'}t!iL'! .. icr.icG .^.^^^^^ oftlic mayor, &c. in fuch manner, as any 

but \vu;.::itl.e ii . . J- .. ,., , -, r i i i 

wivh of the ^'"^^^I'l*^^ ^i i!.nglana was acculiomcd to go, at the 
town. g-^ol deiiveries, for their leveral ccuntic:^ ; and that 

Q^iercs what thc laid mavor^ recorder, and aldermen may, fo. 85. 
r.uivil they ^rect gallovvs Avithin the Hbenies of the laid town, 
^' ^♦^ foricex- ^^ Ji^"g felons, Sec. And that the ikid mayor, re- 
tendsftvfn corder, and aldermen, or five, or more of theiu, 
riiih's above, may take and arrefl what felons, theeves, and niale- 
aiul itven factors foever, within the town and port of New- 
iTicTotn^^^^^ caRle, and port aforefaid, or the precinft, or li- 
I^cwcaftle, bcrties of tiiern, are found, &c. and may bring 
which is fur- thcm, to prifon there, fo. 86. 
therthenthcir ^h) The faid queen gives licence to William 
light of iiihe. ReJdel, and to fix others, and to what fubjefts, or 
y^lj " fubjeit whatfoever, of the faid late queen, her heirs 

Queen Eliza- and fucceflbrs, afiign or afligns, tenants, or farmers, 
bcth her Icafc fo. 87. of the mannor of Gates-fide, and Wickham, 
of the manor ^ith their appurtenances, in the county of Durham^ 
dAV'^kh m ^^^ vertuc of a leafe to the faid queen, made (amongll 
made to W. Others) by Richard, late bilhop of Durham, by his 
Reddel, and indenture, dated the 26. of April, in the 24. year of 
others Iiitrud, her reign, 1582. for ninety nine years from the 
^^\^h^ ^a^'O-^^ making thereof; and that the faid aflign or affigns, 
ofNewcalUe tenants, farmers, fo. 88. of the premifes fo demifed, 
for the time and their furvivors. The faid mannors, or lord- 
being See itat. fhips of Gates-fide and Wickham, with their ap- 
7. Ed. 6. 10. purtenances, may grant and aiiign, to the faid mayor 
e copy ^j^^ burc:efres, and to their fucceflbrs, for the re- 
thejtat. of fidue ot the years then to come; and to the mayor 
mort. whe- and burgelfes of the faid town, and to their fuc- 
tiur the kafc cefTors, that the faid mannors, and lordfhips of 
be good or Gates-fide, fo. 89. and Wickham aforefaid, with 

not. I c. Rich. , . -^ , 1 r 1 1 1 • 

2 r , their appurtenances, may have, and hold, during 

the refidue of the years then to come, the faid queen, 
for her, her heirs, and fucceifors, gave Ipecial 
licence, notwithftanding the fiatute of mortmain* 
or any other flatute, &c. fo. 90. 

(i) The 
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(1) The queen pardoneth and releafeth, to the 
fiiid mayor, and burgeffes, and to their fucceflbrs, 
and to every fubjeft and fubjeds whatfoever, &c. 
All, and all manner of pains, penalties, forfeitures, 
and funis of money, and all other charges what- 
foever to the faid queen, or to any her progenitors, 
fo. 91. theretofore forfeited, by vertue of an aft of 
parliament, of king Htnry the fifth, at Welhninfter, 
in the ninth year of his reign, onely publilhed for 
the affurement of keels, by parliament commiffioners 
affigned, or by pretence of another aft of parlia^ 
ment, 'begun at Weftminfter, in the one and twen- 
tieth year of king Henry the eighth, fo. 92. intituled. 
An aft concerning Newcaftle, and the port there, 
for the loading or unloading of any merchants 
goods, within this kingdome, or elfewhere, to be 
fold from any Ihip or (hips, or other vefTels, in or at 
any place or places, within the port and river of 
Tyne, between Sparhawk, fo. 93. and Hadwyn 
ftreams, but only at the faid town of Newcaftle, and ^^ ^^"^ ^^ 
not elfewhere, under pains and forfeitures, in the whethenherc 
faid aft, contained and fpecified. And by vertue befuchape. 
of another aft of parliament, at Weftminfter afore- nalty or not? 
faid, the three and twentieth of January, in the becaufe ihe 
firft year of the late queen Elizabeth, intituled, An J^^/^|^''' ^''^ 
aft, limiting the times of expofing upon land-mer- 
chandizes, from parts beyond the feas, and con- 
cerning cuftomes and fweet wines, and there it was 
enafted, amongft others, for and concerning, fo. 
94. the loading or unloading in, or from any (hip, 
or other velTel, any goods, wares, or merchandizes, 
againft the faid aft, &c. or to the late queen, due, 
and forfeited, by vertue of the faid afts, and all the 
goods, and chattels, lands, and tenements of the 
faid mayor, and burgeflfes, &c. being the aforefaid 
penalties and forfeitures, Sc{:l fo. 95. 



E 2 Now 
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Now followetb the charier cf the free-boafi-men (f 

Nc'-juca/ile. 

(k) Tk ^OREOVER the queen grants, to the laid 
XVi mayor, and burgefles, and to every 
fubjed, and fubjeds of hers, her heirs, and fuc- 
ceflbrs, inhabitants, and burgefles of the iaid town, 
commonly called hoafl-men, in every feafon fitting, 
and hours accuftomed, the cuftomes and fubfidies, 
and other profits, to the faid queen, her heirs and 
fucceflbrs, due to be paid, and to the cuftomers, 
and fo. 96. collectors of the faid queen and fuc- 
ceflbrs, agreeing thereupon to be charged or dif- 
charged, fliipped or unfliipped, pit-coals, grind- 
flones, rub-ftones, and whet-ilones, near Newcaftle, 
&c. fuch fliip, veflel, &c. was of fuch a capacity, 
or for any other reafonable caufe, that they could 
not fitly apply to Newcaftle, .that then, in fuch 
cafe, the mayor and burgefles of the faid town, as 
their fervants, &c. fo. 97. might and may, load, 
and unload, fuch fhip and fhips, veflel, and veflels, 
with coals and fiones abovefaid, in their port, be- 
tween Sparhawk and Newcaftle, being diftant by 
eftimation not above feven miles. And further the 
queen willeth, fo. 98. and commandeth the faid 
mayor and burgefles, &c. and their fucceflbrs, and 
every fubjeft and fubjeds of her, her heirs and 
fucceflbrs, inhabitants of the faid town, called 
hoaft-men, that they, the fame fhips being of fuch a 
capacity, that they cannot fitly fail to the town of 
Newcaftle, to charge and difcharge tbemfelves, of 
coals andftones, fo, 99. fo nigh Newcaftle, as con- 
100 flilllings veniently may be done, without fraud, &c* and 
for every fhip that under the pain of one hundred fhillings, to be 
or veflel. levied for the queens ufe, her heirs and fucceflbrs, 

to be forfeited for every fliip or vefTel, fo charged 
or difcharged, contrary to the true intention, men- 
tioned in the faid letters pattents, and for that the 

queen 
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queen willeth, that the mayor, burgefles, and inha- 
bitants, of the faid town, &c. fo. loo. being bur- 
gefles, may ferve the queen and her fucceflbrs with 
more commendable fervice, and may furnifli the 
queen, &c. with mariners, more cheerfully in our 
greatett wars, as we have heard they have done in 
times paft; and for that the faid town hath been a 
faithful fortrefle, and defence, fighting againft the 
rebels in times paft, and hath behaved itfelf moft 
dutifully to us, and to our progenitors, &c. fo.ioi. 
refitting the faid rebels. The queen therefore giveth 
and granteth to the mayor, burgefles, and thdr fuc- 
ceflbrs, all the felons goods, unto themfelves, and 
of fugitives, convided and attainted, and of out-law- j«^™* . 

& ' ' goods grant- 

ed perions, &c. to. 102. cd. 

(l) And whereas the town of the Newcaftle upon jjalam a re- 
Tyne, is a town of merchants, a mart or market of bel they took 
great fame, and ftufFed with a multitude of merchants, in the 29. 
dwelling therein, and of others, as well home-bred year of king 
thither flowing, and there expefting their trade of n^j^j^i^fi 
merchanting, and thereupon it is neceflary, to order Th. Moor, to 
and eftablifh, a certain order, within the faid town, maintain the 
fo. 1 03. and the fpeedy recovery of debts to merchants, popifh rcligi- 
&c. due according to the fliatuteof AdonBurnel, &Cr °"» ^^** ""^ 
The queen granteth, fo. 1 04, to the mayor and bur- fgryjcc. 
gefles, and their fucceflbrs, that the mayor for the 
time, for ever thereafter, fliall have power, together The queen 
with the clerk, to that end ordained, to take recog- and herheirs, 
nizances, according to the form of the ftatute of Ac- andfuojeflbra 
ton Burnel, and of the ftatute of merchandize, made in thei/clcrk*of 
parliament, in the time of king Edward the firft, and rccogni- 
that there fliall be a clerk in the fame town, whicll aanccs. 
ihall be called the clerk of the queen, her heirs and 
fuceeflfors, to take recognizances of debts, according 
to the faid ftatute, fo. 105. The queen appoints 
William Jackfon, gentleman, to be her fiift, and then 
modern clerk^ for taking recognizances of debts, 
within the faid town, to enjoy the fame, during his 
life, and after his deaths the mayor and burgefles, &c. 

fo. 106. 



3^ 
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The mayorto 
have a feal. 
See chap. 46. 



A. 



The town of 
N^wcaftle 
difcharged of 
tolesy &c. 



Profits of 

toles of mar- 
kets and fares 
in Newcaflle 
and liberties, 
to be levied 
for the ufe of 
the mayor. 
They may 
take but pay 
no toles. 



fo, 106. are impowred to prefer to the faid office, 
fo. 107. another of the burgefles of the faid town, to 
be the queens clerk (as before) and to continue, fo 
long as it fhould pleafe the mayor, &c. fo. ic8. And 
(hall have a feal in two peeces, for fealing the faid re- 
cognizances, and the mayor to have the cuftody of 
the greater peece, and the clerk, fo. 109. (hall have 
the cuftody of the lefler peece of the faid feal, &c. 
fo that if a merchant, or any other (hall be made a 
debtor, he may come before the mayor and clerk of re- 
cognizances, and before them acknowledge his debt, 
and day of payment, fo. 110. And the faid mayor 
and clerk, may do and difpatch all other thincs, 
which by the ftatute aforefaid, are requifite, &c. fo. 
III. The faid clerk is to have fuch wages^ fees, re- 
wards, and emoIuments»for the execution of the faid 
office, as any other mayor, of any other town, or city 
in England, &c. fo. 1 12. lawfully, and of right, hath 
or receiveth, &c. fo. 1 13. 

(m) The queen granteth by the faid charter, to 
the mayor and burgefles, and to their fucceflbrs, and 
to the inhabitants of the faid town, that they be 
quiet and difcharged, fo, 113. of toles, paflages, 
poundage, murage, chimage, paunage, laftage, (tal- 
lage, carriage, picage, tronage, hidage, and wharfage, 
for their goods and merchandizes, as well by land as 
by fea, as v/cU in fares as in markets., and all fecular 
cuftoms, over the queens lands, on this fide, and be- 
yond the feas, &c. fo, 114. 

The queen further granteth to the faid mayor, 
burgefles. and their fucceflbrs, that they (hall have 
for their publick ufe, all and Angular fuch like toles, 
and all other cuftoms, toles, prpfits, and advantages, 
in fares and markets, holden and to be holden with- 
in the faid town, and any other times whatfoever 
by themfelves, fo. 115. to be levied and gathered, 
and to be expended to, and for the ufe of the faid 
mayor and burgefles, and their fuccelTors, &c. and 

the 
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the faid queen forblddeth, that any man difturb * Sec 3 Ed. i. 
them, &c. fo. 116. 20. chap. 29. 

(n) The faid queen alfo grants to the faid mayor Merchant 
and burgefles, and theii^ fucceflbrs, that no merchant ftrangers fel- 
ftranger*, from the liberty of the faid town of New-, lingandbuy- 
cafUe, may fell to any merchant ftranger, any their "^^' °f ™cr- 
merchandizes within the faid town (except viduals, m^ a*J^ *^ 
and belides in markets and fares, to be holden *Seeftat.' 
within the faid town, and limits thereof) nor Rich. 2. 7." 
fuch merchant ftranger may buy any merchandizes, i^^ich.z.g. 
(except andbefides, as is before excepted,) fo. 117. 5-^-Edw.6. 
of any merchant ftranger, within the fame town and r*,./^^ ^^' 
liberty thereof, other than in grofs, upon pain and * s^e chap, 
forfeiture* of thofe merchandizes, to be had and levi- 49 d. chap. 
ed, for the publick ufe of the faid mayor and burgef- 5^* a. 
fes, fo. 1 18. 

The queen moreover granteth, that the faid mayor ^ o-eneral 
and burgefles, and their lucceffors, fo. 1 18. may have, coirfirmatioa 
hold, &c. all fuch like liberties, cuftoms, franchi- of all liber- 
fes, &c. and all other the premifes, &c. to the faid ^^^^» ^^' 
mayor and burgefles, granted and confirmed, as is 
before exprciTed, and that they may injoy, and ufe 
them for ever, fully, freely, &c. withoutjmpeach- 
ment, moleftation, 8cc. fo. 119. ' 

Further, the queen pardoneth and releafeth, to the 
faid mayor and burgelfes, and to their fucceffors, all, 
and all manner of actions, fuits, impeachments by 
writ of quo, warranto,* to be brought or executed *See ftat. 30. 
againft the faid mayor, fo, 120. and burgefles and Edw. r. A 
their fuceflbrs, by the faid late queen, &c. or by any f^'^^^^^'i^^^e of 
of^her officers, by reafon of any franchize, liberty^ ^ n'^T V^' 
&c. by the faid mayor and burgeffes, or their pre- brought a- 
deceflbrs, within the faid town, and limits thereof, gainftthembj 
before time:> challenged orufurped, and that the faid ^vritofquo 
mayor, and bur-^efles fliall be quit, and altogether dif- ^'^^^*^^^^o. It 

1 "^ i r r 1 ' o (loth not clear 

charged tor ever, fo. 121. ^-^^^.^^ 

The queen further granteth, that every perfon or BurjetTes to 
perfons, who for ever hereafter fliall be adrnitteil to ^e admitted 
be burgefles, &c. .fliall be adir.icted bv the mayor ^-' ,\-'^' "^^J^^ 

and 
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2SSC bui'^c&Sy fcc or by tize zraisi fssz of ihcniy 

fo. 122. 

fo; McreoTcr the qifrrn, crcxi ccofierii^ in her 
A acv 6ee miiuL of hov nnich arzilc it xi it: trie cnuDcnwealth 

of England, to hare Tonth vel] eiricated and in- 
||^ , fimcted from their tender ye^ri;, Sc- fo. 1 25. ordain- 
lp^ ^^ *** eth and gnnteth, that Triiin the £iid :cwn of New- 
sMK^f^Btta cafile. and the Hberdef thereof, thai there be ereded, 
nmhrth htr 2nd £or ercr, there be one free-grammcr-jchooiey 
^* which ftall be c^Eed the fTec-gTan:mer4choole9 
of queen Elizabeth, in Xevcaftle, and flail confift 
of one mailer and fchoilars, to be inftniSed in the 
£une, and that they the mafter and fchoUars, of the 
funt (ichool, fo. 1 24. for erer hereafter, fliall be one 
body corporate, in law, faa, and name, by the name 
of the mafter, and fchollars, of the free-grammer- 
Cchoole of queen Elizabeth, in Newcaftle upon Tyne, 
&c. and by that name may have perpetual fucceffion, 
and ihall be in perpetual times to come, fb. 1 25. per- 
fons able and capable in the law, of baring, purcha- 
fing, &c. lands, tenements, &c. to them and their fuccef- 
fors in fee fimpie, or for term of years, fo they exceed 
not the yearly value of 43!. and fo they be not hoi- 
den of the laid queen, her heirs and fucceflbrs in 
chief, nor by knights fervice, &c. fo. 126. 127. 128. 
and that the mayor, and burgefles of Newcaftle^ and 
their fucceflbrs, or the greater part of them, &c. fo. 
1 29. fliall have power, to make an honeft, learned 
and difcreet man, to be the firft and modem uflier 
in that fchool, there to continue, during the good 
pleafure of the mayor and burgefles, &c. fo. 130. 
and if it happen the mafter and ufiier to die, or leave 
the laid fchool, &c. fo. 131. then they may chufe 
other men, to be mafter and uflier, &c. fo. 132. 133. 

(p) A ND whereas the mayor and burgefles of 

XJL Newcaftle, more deeply confidering, and 

weighing, the effieft of divers letters pattents, &c. 

And whereas the feid town is an ancient town, and 

the 
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the mayor and burgefies of the fame, time out of 
mind, fo. 133* of man, they have had a certain guild 
or fraternity, commonly called hoaft-men*, for the *Seeftat.2i. 
difcharging and better difpofing oi fea-coals, and pit- j[j^°^J. ^^^^ ^* 
qoals, grind-ftones, rub-ftones^ and whet-ftones, in buroreflespcti. 
and upon the river and port of Tyne, which guild or tioiT, having 
fraternity is granted, or eftabliftied, by none of the been an ami. 
faid letters pattents : Whereupon the faid mayor and ^^^ fraternity 
burgeffes, have humbly fupplicated the faid queen, . caikdToall- 
that in fupply of the faid defeds, that wq would ex- ^en, for the 
hibit our liberality and favor, fo. 134. and that we difcharging 
would vouchfafe to make, reduce, and create the and better dif- 
faid.guild, into a body corporate and politick, &c. ^ods^&c^that 
The faid queen therefore ordaineth,^ fo, 135, ap- they 'may be 
pointeth, and gran teth, that William Jennifon, the incorporated 
elder^ and 44 perfons more, commonly called the in one body. 
hoaft-men, of the faid town of Newcallle upon Tyne, J^^*^?^^?^*^" 
and brethren of the faid fraternity, and all others, ^^ !^^^^^ 
which now are, or hereafter fliall be eleded, ad- Names 45 to 
mitted, &c. into the faid guild, or fraternity, of be the guild 
the faid hoaft-men, of Newcaftle upon Tyne, fo. ^^ ^^^J ^or- 
136. 127. hereafter, and fhall, be one body cor- ^/?^^.* „ * 
porate and politick, in law, faft, and name, by the ^ monopoly, 
name of the governor and ftewards, and brethren in the ftat. of 
of the fraternity of the hoaft-men, in the town of <^be2i.k. 
Newcaftle upon Tyne, &c. one body corporate J^°^* ^* 3- 
and politick, really and at full, for us, our heirs 
and fucceffors. We do ered, make, ordain and Enables them 
create, &c. and that by the fame name, they may, to become 
and fhall, have a perpetual fucceffion, and are, and purchafers In 
fhall be, in perpetual times to come, perfons able, perpetuity. 
and in law capable, to have, purchafe, receive, and n- l^ £* 
poffefs, fo. 138. lands, tenements, liberties, &c. Ed. !• .* 
to them and their fucceffors, in perpetuity,* and 
otherwaies, and to give, grant, demife, &c. the 
fame lands, tenements, and hereditaments, and 
to do all other things, by the name aforefaid, and 
that by the fame name, they may plead, or be im- 

F pleaded. 
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pleaded, &c. in what court foever, &c. fo. 139* 
140. 
(q^) And that the faid governor, and ftewards. 
To make a and brethren, of the hoaft-men of the town, fo, 
fcal,and break 140. of Newcaftle, aforefaid, and their fucceffors, 
It at pleafure. ^j^^^^ fg^| ^^ theiT pleafure, may break, alter, and 
ee c ap. 4 . ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ them fhall feem good. And the t|ueen 
appolnteth, that there be and fhall be for ever here- 
after, of the number of the hoafUmen, &c. which 
yearly upon the fourth of Jan. fo. 141. 'lhall.be 
chofen, &c. by the faid brethren of tjiat fraternity, 
&c. to be governor, &c. And likewife there iball 
be, for ever hereafter, two honeft and difcreet 
men, of the faid number of hoaft-men, &c. fo. 14ft. 
who fhall be the faid fourth of January, chofen by 
^the faid governor, fteward, and brethren of ^he 
Toliareago- faid fraternity, &c. And that the queens will in 
Tcrnor. ^^iq premifes, may have a more excellent effed, fhe, 

fo. 143. afligneth, hameth, and createth, Willie 

Jennifon, the elder, to be the firft and modem 

governor, &c. fo. 144. Moreover fhehath ialfigned, 

named, conftituted, and appointed, Francis An- 

derfon, and John Barker, to be the firfl and 

modern ftewards of that fraternity, &c. fo. 145. 

146. 147. 148. 149. 

Power to (r) The queen further grants, to the laid- go- 

make laws in vernor, ftetvards, and brethren of the faid -fia- 

their guild, as ternity of hoaft-men, &c. and to their fucceilbrs, 

wholefo^ fo. 149. that the faid governor, ftewards, aad 

good, and' brethren, &c. and their fucceffors, &c. ihall haK 

profitable, for in every fit time, for ever hereafter, full power cf 

the good go- meeting, in their guild-hall, or in any other :place 

theTaircom- ^^o^venient, within the faid town, and there 10 

pany. - conftitute, make, fo. 150. fuch laws,* inftitutes, 

•See ipHen. &c. which to the faid governor, ftewards, and 

7« ?• brethren, &c. good, wholefome, profitable, &€• 

according as they fhall think good, for the. good 
rule and government of the governor, ftewards, alid 
brethren of the faid fraternity, and for declaration^ ] 

by 
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bywhat . means and order, they, fo. 151. and their 
fadors, fervants, and apprentices, in their ofHce 
and bufineffes, concerning the faid fraternity, they 
fhall have, carry and nfe, &c. and that the go- 
vernor, ftewards, and brethren of that fraternity, 
&c. as often as they grant, make, ordain, or 
eftablifli fuch laws, inftituces, inform, fo. 152. and < 
they miay impofe fuch pains, penalties,* punifli- * See flat. 25, 
ments^ and imprifonments* of body, or by fines, Ed 1.5. 
&c. upon all delinquents againft fuch laivs, (s) in- '^^\"^po^«pc* 
ftitutes, &c. as to them Ihall be thought neceffaxy "r imprifon"^ 
and reqviifite, and as to them fhall be thought beft, mentuponthc 
for the obferv^ition of the faid laws,, ordinances, &c. offender. 
fi>. 153. and the faid fines and amercianients, at their * See 2 8. Ed. 
difcretions, they may levy, have, and retain, to them ^' ^ 
and their fucceffors, to the ufe of the governor, (lew- ^^ g^gg £^^ 
ards, and brethren, aforefaid, without calumny, &c. the companyg 
all which, and fmgular laws, ordinances, &c. the "fe Sec chap. 
fidd late queen wiUeth, to be obferved j fo that the 43- ^' 
&id laws, ordinances, fo, 154, &c. be not repugnant, b^obfe^rved^^ 
to the law3, or ftatutes, of the kingdom of England, if they be not 

And further, the queen granteth,, to the faid repugnant to 
governor, ftewards, and brethren, &c. and to their |^^ known 
fucceflbrs, that for ever hereafter, they and their ^^^ ^^* 
fucceffors, &c. fo. 155. may have, and (hall have, Seeftat. 19. 
fuU power, from time to time, at their pleafure, to Hen. 77, 
chule, name, and ordain, other inhabitants, and 
burgd&s of the faid town', &c. to be, and ihalt be 
brethrea of the faid, fraternity, &c. who, fo elided, 
nominated, and fworn, Ihall b^ named) and be 
brethren of that fraternity. 

Moreover., fo. 1 56. the fiiid queen grstfiu licence, 
power, and authority, to the faid governor, 
ftewards, wd brethren, &c. and to their fucceffors, 
tbat tfaey^ for the time bt^ng, and th^ir fuccefr 
ibrs,'and twcrj of them, for ^ver hereafter, may and 
&aMs ^qca^j and peaceably^ hay.e, hold, ufe, and 
fiBJoy^ aU :f^h liberties, privileges, .&c. fo. 157. 
CQac»miaag .the loading, aQd unloading, i^ippiiitg, 

f z pr 
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•They to have or unfliipping, of ftone-coals, pit-coals*, grind-ftoncs, 
^\ '^^ l^^d ^^b-ftones, and whet-llones, (t) And that they may 
in^ of coals, ^^^ ^^^^ hereafter, load and unload, (hip and un- 
&c. in that A^ip, in OF out of any (hips or veffels, pit-coals, and 
port, in any flones aforefaid, within the faid river and port of 
part of the Tyne, in any place or places, as to them (hall be 
ftandrn^^he expedient, fo. 1 58. between the faid town of New- 
ftatute of tte caftle, &c. and the afortfaid place, in the aforefaid 
21. Hen. 8. river, called the Sparhawke, fo nigh to the faid 
chap. 18. town of Newcaftle, &c. as conveniently may be done, 
Sec flat. 2 r. a^cordinc: to the true intention of thefe letters 
poly. pattents, as the men and brethren oi the laid 

fraternity, at any time, have ufed and accuftomed, 
• . . , notwithftandinff the ftatute of kine Henry 8. the 

At isconceiveci ^ • • • 

this charter 3" ^^ N'ovember, in the 2 1 . year of his reign, and 
could not re- from thence adjourned to Weftminfter, holden, pub- 
peal that lla-li(hed, 1559. Intituled, An ad concerning New- 
'"^^' caftle, and the port, and; &c. to the fame belonging, 

or any other aft, &c. notwithftanding : And the faid 
queen alfo willeth, &c. for that exprefs mention, 
&c. witnefs the queen, at Weftminfter, the 22. of 
March, in the 13. year of her reign, fo. 160. 

What a world of profits is given from the crovn, 
which ought to maintain it, and would have fo filled 
the coflFers, as that there had been little need of fcf- 
ments, &c. 

Having read fome works, of thofe late famous ex- 
pofitors of the law, t drew two or three heads out as 
obfervations, for the knowledge of thofe, who know 
them not, written by way of explanation of our 
known laws, as being a law, ufed time out of mind, 
or by prefcription. 

The law of nature is, that which God infufed into 

the heart of man, for his prefervation and direftion, 

and that the law of England is grounded upon fix 

principal points ; the law of reafon, the law of .God, 

divers cuftoms of this land, of divers principles and 

maxims, divers particular cuftoms, and of divers fta- 

tutes, made in parliament. 

The 
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The fundamental! lawes of England are fo excel- 
lent, that they are the birth-right, and the moft anti- 
eiit and beft inheritance, that the free people of Eng- 
land have, for by them, they enjoy not onejy their 
inheritance and goods, in peace and quietnefs, but 
•iheir lives and dear country, in peace and fafety. 
Cooks preface to the fixth replication, and on Little- 
ton, I. 2. c 12, fe6l:. 213, 

Sometime it is called right, fometime common 
right, and fometimes communis ju/iitia ; and it is the 
fame law which William the Conqueror found in 
England, the laws which he fware to obferye, were, 
Bona^ bfc, approbate antiqua regni iegis. 

Charter-law being fo repugnant to the above writ- 
ten, and fo deftrudive to the weal of the people, that 
never any writer ever writ of theni, nor ever any par- 
liament enafted their publication, knowing they were 
no other then prerogative, and dyes with the donor; 
and it is an infallible rule^ where no law is publifh- 
ed, there cannot be any tranfgreflion, or obedience 
required. 

The corporation of Newcaftle hath but two fup- 
porters, to ftand and fall by, firft, prefcription, fo- 
condly, cuftom. 

As to prefcription, a quo warranto will avoid that 
upon a legall tryal, it being underftood, that charters 
are void, by reafon of the change of government, if 
not, yet by breach of charter, exceeding their power, 
being nothing elfe then a fallacy. 

And as to plead cuftom, they have no right, nor 
never in poffeflion of, what they claim ; cuftomary 
right is good law, but cuftom without right, is but 
an old error, and ought to be removed ; drunken- 
nefs and fwearing is cuftomary ; Is it fit it fhould 
fland becaufe of its cuftom ? 

Kings were before corporations, and could have 
better juftified themfelvei, for a continuance, then 
corporations, by reafon they might plead hereditary, 
or cleftary, conquerors, or cuftomary, ytt being 

found 
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fonnd a grievance, ivas taken and removed for their 
arbitrary aftings: Why then muft their power ftand, 
that is no law ? 

If it were jufticeto execute thofe two judges, Emp- 
fon and Dudly, for onely putting a ftatute law in exe- 
cution, not repealed, which is above charters, being 
grievous to the people ; it were nothing more to exe- 
cute juftice upon fuch, who ad the fame without 
any law. 

King John who was a murderer, yet commanded a 
murderer to be taken from the altar, and fent to the 
flaughter. Here was juftice! 

Why do not our juft judges fend fuch like, from the 
charter to the flaughter ? If Strafford loft his life for 
ading oppreflively, by an arbitrary power^ why not 
others for the fame i 



CHAP. xn. 

KING JAMES, 
IBs, charters and orders. 

MAR9, TXJER, ALECTO, VIRGO, VULPESj LEO, KULLDS. 

(a)T^ ING James, in the fecond year of his reign, 
Jp^ being humbly fupplicated by the mayor, 
and burgeffes of Newcaftle, that he would be grad- 
oufly pleafed, to confirm all their antient grants and 
charters, and to give them further powers, efpecially 
of the river lyne, the king confirms their charters, 
but grants nothing new, onely alters the eledion of 
their officers, and prefcribes them new oathes, to be 
adminiftered to the faid officers, in their eledions, 
which charter is in the chappcl of rolls, 

(b) Alfo 
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(b) Alfo the king and his council, grants them the 
confervancy of the river of Tyne, by giving nine 
articles, upon the 29. of January, 1613, and 
joyned in the faid order, the bifliop of Durham^ 
and other juftices of peace, of the county of Durham 
and Northumberland, with the fix aldermen of the 
faid town of NewcaflJe; but three years after, being 
weary of partners, the mayor, aldermen, and a jury 
of the burgeffes, exhibited a great complaint to the 
king and council, at White-hall, of the great decay of 
that river, occafioaed by the faid commiffioners, 
through their negleft, and breach of truft, which 
complaint, begat this following reference from the 
council table, and further power to add to the 
former. See chap. 34. (c.) 35. (a.b) 28, (a.p) 

(c) Whereas, upon complaint of the decay of the 
river of Tyne, and of the daily abufes, done and 
committed, to the prejudice of the fame, certain 
articles were granted, on the 29. of January, 16 13, 
and commanded to be put in execution, for the re- 
medy of fuch abufes ; and for as much as a jury of 
Newcaftle-men, have, by their petition to this board, 
grievoufly complained thofe articles were wholly 
neglefted, by the mayor and fix aldermen of the fame 
town, and the bifliop of Durham, and juftices of peace, 
all which were joynt coramiflioners, for the prclerva- 
tion of that river, the river decaying fo faft, that in 
Ihort time, it would be dord and wrecked up, with 
fand, &c. if not order foon taken therein. The coun- 
cil ordered fir Ralph Winwood, fir Julius Caefar, 
and fir Daniel Dunn, one of the judges of the admi- 
ralty, with the afliftance of the trinity-mafters of Lon- 
don, to draw up thirteen articles more, to be joyned 

with the former nine. And by fpecial order of his See chapters 
majefties council, at White-hall, was given and com- 19« H- ^5- 
manded, that all the faid two and twenty articles, be ^^* ^^' 34- 
put in execution, for the confervation and preferva- )^'ll ^^' 
tion of the river of Tyne, by the commiflioners, here- 

^ after 
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after named, or elfe td forfeit all the towns Hbertie^^ 
into the kings hands See dhap. 13. 

(d) And though the comrriiflioners, formerly ap- 
pointed, for the execution of the former articles, are 
perfons of place and quality, and otherwife well de- 
ferving of the publick, yet for as much as contra- 
ry to th^ truft repofed in thcto, they have altogether 
neglefted their duty therein, whereof further notice 
may be taken, as occafion (hall require^ it is thought 
expedient that thefe perfons following, be named and 
authorized commiffioners, for the due performance 
and execution, as well of the faid former articles, 
bearing, date the 29. of January, 1613, as of thofe 
now devifed and publiflied, with the joynt confelit, 
and good liking of the aldermen^ of the town of 
Newcaftle, and others attending their lordfliips, in 
that behalf, tor the fafety and confervency ot that 
river. 

(fi) The names of the commiffioners at Newcajile, far 

the river of Tyne. 



THfi MAYOR, 

WILLIAM WARMOUTH, 

TIMOTHY DRAPER, 

CUDB« BEWICK, 

THO. WYNN, 

LEO. CAR, 

ROBERT LEGER, 

JOHN STUBS, 

ROBERT CHAMBERLAIN, 



JOHN HOLBOURN, 
HEN. JOHNSON, 
EDW. FRENCH, 
THO EWBANK, 
GEORGE WALLIS, 
RALPH COX, 
JOHN EADEN, 
JOHN BUTLER. 



Secftirt.23- (f) 29. January, 1613. 

Hen. 8. 5* i^ t ■ ^HAT the owners of every fait- work, on 

j| either fide of the river of 1 yne, built and 
to be built, do, within fix months build up their 
■wharfs and keyes, fufficiently above a full fea-mark, 
in height of the water, to be appointed by the mayor, 
and fix aldermen, to the end, neither doals nor rub- 
biih do fall off into the river* 

2. That 
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2. That all wharfs and keys, in all parts of the ri- 
ver of Tyne, be damm'd and backM with earth, and 
not with ballad. 

3^ That no ballaft be caft at Shields, by any 
veflel, which loadeth, either with coals or ftlt, or 
other commodities, nor any ballaft wharfes to be 
built there, or ufed for that purpofe. See chap, 
19. (h), 24. (e), 18. (a). 

4. That ail falt-pan owners, fliall carry away their 
pan rubbifli, from oflF their keyes, or wharfs, every 
forty dayes, that none fall into the tiver. 

5. That no ballaft be caft, but upon fufficient 
ballaft wharfs, built, and to be built, above a high 
water mark, and to be allowed by the mayor, and 
fix aldermen, in any part of the river. See chap. 
49. (g). 

6. That the furveyors, unladers, and cafters of ' 
ballaft, according to their offices and duties, fliall, 
every week, caufe all the ballaft which falls off the 
ballaft ftiores, into the river,' to be taken up again, 
and caft upon the ballaft wharfs ; and to take care, 
that the fhips have a good fayl, to lie between the 
fhip and fliore, that nons of the ballaft fall between, 
into the river. See chap. 49. (g), 14. (b), 34. 35. 

7. That no coals nor ftones be digged, within 
fixty yards, on a ftreight line, from a full fea-mark, 
in any part of the river, to the end none fall in. 

8. That fome ftrift and fevere puniftiment, be 
inflifted, by the mayor and fix aldermen, upon any 
fuch mafter of fliip, or keels, as ftiall prefume to caft 
any ballaft, upon any infufficient fliores, or into the 
river. See chap. 49. (k), 39. 14. (c). 

g. That there fliall be no wyers, d^nis, or other ^ 
ftoppage, or cafting of ballaft, in or neer the faid 
river, or creeks, running into the faid river of Tyne^ 
or within eight miles of the town of Newcaftle, but 
fuch as fliall be allowed, by the mayor and fix 
aldermen, of the- faid town, fuch flaores being fuf- 
ficiently wharfed. Sec chap. 34. 

G Thirteen 
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Thirteen articles more granted^ Feb. 14. 1616. 

10. That no lighters, boats, or keels, with ballaft, 
be fufFered to go up and. down, the river of Tyne, in 
any night tide, to prevent the keelinens cafting bal- 
laft into the river, they often ufing fo to do, being^ 
more eafie, and lefs labour to caft it into the river, 
than upon the top of the ballaft fhores, which fpoyls 
the river, the commiffioners are to take care herein, 
to fee the putting hereof, in execution, and to punifli 
offenders. See chap. 49. (e). 

1 1. That ftrangers fhall be appointed every week, 
to cleanfe the ftreets in Newcaftle, of their aflies and 
other rubbifli, to prevent the rain from wafliing the 
fame into the river, thorough Loadbourn. 

12. That all the gates, on the town key, be 
locked up every night, except one, or two, to ftand 
open, for the mafters and fea-men, to go too and fro, 
to their fhips, which will prevent fervants cafting 
afties, and other rubbifli, into the river ; and that 
thofe two gates be conftantly watched, all night long. 
See chap. 49 (j ), chap. 14, (b). 

13. That all fervants dwelling, with any the in- 
habitants, refiding or inhabiting, in the town of 
Gates-head, and Sand-gate, and the Clofe, in New- 
caftle, be fworn every year, not to caft any rubbifh, 
into the river. See chap. 49. (1:). 

14. Whereas there hath been an ancient cuftome 
in Newcaftle, that every mafter of any fliip, who is 
known to caft any ballaft at fea, between Souterand 
Hartly, or within fourteen fathom w^ater of the 
haven, to the hurt of the faid river, was brought 
into the town chamber; and there in the prefence of 
the people, had a knife put into his hand, was 
conftrained to cut a purfe, with monies injt, as who 
Ihould fay he had offended in as high a degree, as 
if he cut a purfe from the perfon of a man, w^hereby 
he might be fo afliamed, that he fliould never offend 
again therein j and others by his example, were 

terrified 
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terrified from trefpaffing, in the like kind, that now 
in the time of fo general wrongs, done to the river, 
and the great number of (hips, which comes into 
that haven, this ancient cuftome be revived, and 
put in execution. See flat. 8. Eliz. 4. See chap. 

39- 00/ 

15. That whereas much ballad falls off Into the 

river of Tyne, between the fliips and the ballaft 
fhores, in cafting of it out of the (hip, to the great 
hurt of the fame, the commiflioners are to fet, every 
winter feafon, the poor keelmen, apd fliewel-men, on 
work, to caft into keels, fuch ballafl and fand, fallen 
into the river, and then to caft it on the ftiores, or 
wharf again. 

1 6. That fome trufty truly fubftantial men, bur- 
geffes of Newcaftle, be appointed to view the river, 
every week, and to make oath, for the abufes and 
wrongs, done unto the fame, two to be mafters of 
the trinity-houfe, of that town ; they to have no 
coals, nor mines, nor ballaft-lhores, and to be 
appointed by the commiflioners. See chap. 39. (35O 

17.^ That every owner of ground, adjoyning on 
that river, be ordered to fence the fame grounds, to 
prevent the banks from felling, and wafliing into 
the river, with the great floods, flaflies, and rains, 
to the great annoyance thereof. See chap. 49. (e). 

18. That the commiflioners, namely, the mayor, 
and others named before, do give unto the mafl:ers, 
ikippers of keels, a commiflion, to be a company, 
for the ordering fuch their brotherhood, and for 
them to punifli fuch, as caft ballaft into the river, 
or ddth other wrong, out of their keels, they hav- 
ing been a company formerly, confifting of one 
hundred and fixty, which was for the good of the 
river; that the two great pools of water, lying on 
tlhe back oiF a ballaft-fliore, be forthwith filled up, 
to prevent undermining of the fliore, to the hazard 
of the river, if the wall, and ballaft fall down. 

G 3 ig. That- 
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xg. That all the ballaft fhores, in the river of 
Tyne, be conftantly kept in good repair, otherwife, 
a hundred thoufand tons of ballaft, will fall into the 
river, to the deftruction thereof. See chap. 34. 

20. That no Ihip or veffel be fuffered to load at 
Shields, or any road-ftead in the river, but as neer 
the town of Newcaftle, as can be, for when they load 
in remote places, the wrongs cannot be fo foon feen. 
See chap. 19. (h), 24. j(e). 

21. That the commiffioners do take good bonds, 
from the owners of fuch fhores, as fhall be built, to 
lay coals on for (hips, and fhall take view of fuch phr 

♦Thcfcaitl- ^^^' ^^ ^^^' ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ river,* either by 
clesareallvoid cafting ballaft on them, indiredly, or to fufFer them to 
notwithttand- go to decay, after there is no ufe majde of them, and 
ing it is all the to keep the ballaft, from wafhing into the river. See 

ran rlaim. f-rn* r *^ OJ* _ , , « i r 

Thefe were prefent in council, that granted thefc 
articles. 



can c|aim. 



LORD ARCHBISHOP OF 

9 

CANTERBURY, 
LORD CHANCELLOR, 
LORD TREASURER, 
LORD STEWARD, 
LORD ARRUNDEL, 
LORD CHAMBERLAIN, 
JLORD ADMIRAL, 
EARLE BUCKINGHAM, 
LORD BISHOP OF ELY, 



LORD ZOUCH, 
LORD CAREW, 
MR. COMPTROLER, 
MR. VICE-CHAMBERLAIN 
MR. SEC WINDWOOD, 
MR. SECRETARY LAKE^ 
MR. CHANCELLOR 
EXCHEQUER, 
MR. OF THE ROLLS, 
MR. ATTORNEY GENERAL. 



j^ll thefe articles are broke, except the fifth, for cut-? 
ting purfes, and the ninth article, in ftopping up the 
two pools, &c. Read the following order, &c. 

The council table ordered, that Leonard Car, and 
Cuthbert Beuwick, two of the commiffioners which 
attend this bufineffe, be allowed their charges, for their 
pains and attendance, and likewife this board might 
be the better afTured, with what care and diligence 
jlhefe direftions a?e purfued, that the commiffioners, 

/ do 
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do every quarter certifie, of the proceedings herein, 
that further order might be taken, upon any defed 
that might happen, and as Ihall b^ found expedient- 



CHAP. XIII. 

' An order io feizc all Newcajiles liberiiesy tifc. 

UPON an order, how taken, concerning the river 
ofTyne, and divers articles, conceived fit by 
the board, for the preventing of fuch diforders, and 
s^bufes, as are done, and committed, to the detriment 
of the faid river,* it is thought fit, and fo ordered, 
for the better obfervancy of the faid articles, and the 
' more carefull endeavours of the mayor, and alder- 
men, of the town of Newcaftle, for the reformation, 
and amendment, of fuch things, as are hurtfull and 
pr^^judicial to fo famous a river, which have been 
flighted and negleded, beyond that, which any ^^ay 
may be reafonabiy thought of, in a matter of fo great 
importance. 

That upon the firft juft complaint, renewed to this 
board, in that kind, his majefties attorney .general be 
hereby authorifed, without further queftion, or war- 
rant, to direft fome courfe, for the feizing of all the 
liberties of that town, into the kings hand ; of which 
their lordfhips pleafure and refolution, is, that fuch 
aldermen, and others of that town, as are now here 
attending that bufineffe, were by the board required, 
hereby to take notice. Given at our court, at White- 
hall, this 1 6. of February, 1 6 1 6. See chap. 1 9. (a), 
«4- (a% (25- (a), 26. (a), 28. (a), 34. (a), 35. (a.b). 

There 
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There were thefe prefent in council. 



LORD ARCHBISHOP OF 

CANTERBURY, 
LORD CHAMBERLAIN, 
LORD ARRUNDEL, 
LORD VIC. WALLINGFORD, 
LORD STEWARD, 
LORD BISriOP OF ELY, 
LORD ZOUCH, 



MR. COMPTROLER, 
MR. VIC. CHAMBERLAIN, 
MR. SEC. WINDWOOD, 
MR. SEC. LAKE, 
MR. CHANCELLOR 

EXCHEQUER, 
MASTER OF THE ROLLS, 
MR. ATTORNEY GENERAL. 



It is conceived a writ of feizure, lyes in this cafe, 
by reafon of the many grievous complaints, exhibit- 
ed for their exorbitant abufes, committed againft the 
weal of the nation, in that river, in the fpoyl thereof, 
as appears, and in not putting all thofe articles in 
execution, for prefervation thereof, &c. 

In Michaelmas, 1643, '^^ ^^^ prefence of Mr. Juftice 
Snape,^ ftevvarJ of the liberties of St. Katherines, 
Lbndo'n, the lord chief juftice, St. John, did dired 
to feize St. Katherines liberties, for not yeelding 
obedience, to a writ of the common bench, executed 
in St. Katherines, and the attorney that gave the ad* 
vice was committed. (A good precedent.^ 



CHAP. XIV. 

A return^ by the commijipners of Newca/ile^ in the due 

execution of theit power ^ ^c* 

(a)T^HE commiffioners, for confervency of the 
JL river of Tyne, at Newcaftle, returns their 
quarterly account, of their diligent care, in the due 
execution, of the two and twenty articles, afore-men- 
tioned, unto the council table, by Mr. Leon. Car, 

and 
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and Mr. Buev/ick, with order to petition the council, 
for an explanation, upon fome of the faid two and 
twenty articles, and for further power, forthepre- 
fervation of the faid river, efpecially upon the one and 
twentieth article, to whom the bonds fhould be made. 
It was ordered to the mayor, for the time being, &c; 

(b) Alfo prayed refolution, who fhould repair and 
maintain the ballaft fhoars, and coal-wharf, as is ex- 
prefl in the nineteenth article. Ordered, that as well 
the owner as the tenant, be bound to fuch reparation^ 
during the time ufe was made thereof, and onely the 
owners afterwards. 

They alfo humbly craved their refolutions of the 
lixth article, and twelfth article, who fhould be at 
the charge of cleanfing the river, of the ballaft, and 
pay the watchmen, &c. It is ordered, that the town- 
chamber, defray both the one, and the other, by rea- 
fon, they receive the profits of the river, &c. See 
chap. 12. (6), chap. 34. 39. 49. 

(c) They alfo prayed the refolution of the eighth 
article, for the punifhing of mafters of ftiips. It 
was ordered y that the commiffioners fhould take 
bondj with fufficient fureties, to appear before the 
council, to anfwer their contempt, and to fuch as- 
refufe to give bond, then the commiffioners, to com- 
mit them to prifon, till they give fureties, to anfwer- 
at Londoni, &c. See chap. 41. (c). 

Ordered, that the commiffioners fhall have power, 
for ordering the wharf, and new flioars, in every 
place, in that river, after they are once erefted, as 
well for the ftrengthning as backing of them, with 
ballaft, as with other earth. See chap. 18 (f). 

(e) That the commiffioners, there at Icaft, fhall 
fubfcribe every ticket, and the mayor for the carrying 
up of every keel of ballaft, from the ffiips at Shields, 
to Newcaftle ballaft fhoars, for the more faitlifull ex- 
ecution of that fervice. See chap. 49. (g). 

(f) Ordered, that the commiffioners ftall have 
power, to order and determine, of fuch rewards, as 

fhall 
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(hall be given, to every wherry-man, or fifliermaa, 
or other, that fliall truly prefent any offence, or offen- 
ders, againit any of the articles prefcribed, to be ta- 
ken out of fuch fines, mulcts and amerciaments, as 
ihall be impofed upon any the delinquents, againft 
the faid articles. See chap. 39. (a). 

(g) Ordered, that the commiffioners fliall have 
power, to caulje the ballaft, already become noyfome, 
or in any part of the river, or like to do hurt, from 
the land, to be removed to a new wharf, or fit place. 
See chap. 34. (a), ;^S' (a.b.). 



« 



CHAP. XV. 

• 

KING James, on the 14. of April, in the 
feventeenth year of his reign, grants unto 
Alexander Stevenfon, Efq. and his afligns, for fifty 
years, the whole cafl:le of Newcaftle, with all ap- 
purtenances thereunto, any way belonging, at the 
rent of forty fliiliings, per annum, except the prifon, 
wherein is kept the fons of Belial, it being the 
county prifon, for Northumberland ; the faid Mr. 
Stevenfon dyed, and left Mr- Auditor Darel, his 
executor, and left him that leafe, it being all he 
was like to have, towards the payment of thfe 
faid Mr. Stevenfons debts, which was du^ to the 
faid executor, and others, amounting in the prin- 
ciple, to two thoufand and five hundred pound, be- 
fides damages, which amounted to as much more, 
who is kept from his right, by the inftigation of the 
mayor and burgeffes, upon an inquifition taken, the 
i8. of Auguft, in the 18. year of king James, at 
Newcaftle. It was found to be in Stevenfon, and 
now in his executors. The faid Stevenfon dyed in Oc- 
tober, 1640, they claiming a right from one widow 

Langfton, 
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tangfton, relift to one John Langfioii, groom, porter, 
&c.-1but that titles the law will quickly decide, upon 
a legal trial ; biit the county of Northumberland 
hath the reverfionji who is kefpr, froni having a free 
pa"flkge to the affizes, by the mayor and burgefles; 
i^hd fhuts up the gates, which is the right paffage, 
and at fuch gates, which be open, the people of Nor- 
thumberland, coming to do their fervice, at the affi- 
zes, holden for that county, in that caftle, are arreft- 
ed, andcaft into prifon, by Newcaftle, where none 
can bail them, but burgeffes of NeW'caftle, and ofteii 
thereby, fuch people, have their caufe overthrown, 
by luch reftrajnment. 

In eafter term, in the i8^ yeiar of king Jamfes, fir 
Henry Telverton, kt. attorney general, exhibited 
an information,^ againft the mayor and burgeffes, 
concerning the prfcmifes above mentioned, where 
all plainly' appears; amongft other things of the 
townj not to belong to them, &c. 



U >i II I 



CHAP. XVI. 

(a)TN or about the eighteenth year of king James, 
X. an information was exhibited, in the Star 
Chamber, by the attorney general, againft the may- 
or, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, by the name of hoft- 
men, for that they, having the preeriiption of coals, 
from the inheritors in Northumberland, and county 
ofDiirham, by their charter of free-hbaft-merl, 43. 
qiieeii Elizabeth,* they having the Tale of all coals, 
"R^Ko force fliips to take bad coals, or will not load 
them, with unmarketable coals, beihg brought for 
* London, prove miich to the damage of the" people. 
Which grief begot great fuits, between the mer- 
chants, aridmafters of (hips, to their difquieting and 
high charge, upon which^ this information was 

H brought 



hzCf^x^* si^izil ;bt Ikid Lcafl-csi. frr filing cf bad 



them; fcr -shich they were d] frffi ilcir^ iccL 
a peece* fccae more, others left: btiCE fij::::^ guilty, 
aitd ordered to do fo no mere ; but it ii pr: vcd, they 
cc^tiXiUe the fame, to tbii dij. >« ch3p. 43. (a.;. 



CHAP. XML 

^AjTT' IXG James, upon the aSth. of January, ia 
IV^ the 1 6. year of his reign, grants the ad- 
miralty, of ail England, &c. to the duke of Buck- 
ingham, it being furrendred by the lord high ad- 
miral, fo that the title of Newcaftle, by vertue of 
the charter, of the 31. year of queen Elizabeths 
reign, is conceived of little force. See chap. 1 c. (b). 



CHAP. xvm. 



KING CHARLES 



1118 ORDERS. 

(a.)QIR Robert Heath, lord chief jufticc of 
1^ the common pleas, was building a ballad 
wharf, or fhoar, on 'his own land, at Shields, ad- 
joyning upon the river of Tyne, feven miles from 
Newcaftle; but the commiffionefs of Newcaftle, 
the mayor and aldermen, with others, obftrufled 
the building thereof, pretending it would fpoil th^ 
river; but the lord chief juftice, well knowing it to 
the contrary, by the advice of moft of the antient 

trinity 
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trinity mafters, of London, and other experienced 
jtraders thither, went on with the building thereof, 
upon which, -in the year 1632, the faid mayor, and 
other commiffioners, exhibited a complaint, to the 
king and council, againft the fame, at Whitehall, 
complaining, that, if any ballad (hoars, or wharfs, 
were built, at Shields, it would much fpoil the river, 
and hinder trade and navigation ; at which there was 
a legal tryal. It appeared to the contrary. The king 
and council, upon the 13th. day of July, 1632, or- 
dered, that Sir Robert deaths ballaft iboar, fhould 
be built. 

(d) In February next, the commiffioners of 
J^e^caftle, complained again, upon the fame bu- 
finefs, by pleading fome new matter, in their peti- 
tion, arid the reference they obtained, on their 
petition, was orderejl, by the king and council, 
jthis 13th. of February, 1632, that fir Robert 
Heaths ballaft fhoar ihould be built. The com- 
miiSoner§ ?iforefaid, put in the third petition, not 
doubting, but that by fuch new matter, they fhould 
prevent the building of the faid flioar. Ordered, by 
the king ai^d council, the 27. Feb. 1632, that fir 
Robert Heaths ballaft /hoar, wharf, or key, a 
building, ihall be built, go forward, and be quite 
finiftied. See chap. 13. (a), 19. (a), 20. (o), 34. 

^A.B.). 



CHAP. XIX. 



T'HE mayor and burgefies exhibited another 
" great complaint, to the king and council^ 
therein i^ine feveral abfurdities appeared, by capt. 
Crofier, and efpecially againft fir Rob» Heaths 
hoar, &Q. 



5^ 



A RJESOLVE OF THE .GOUNCa. 



At the <;ourt, at Greenwich, t^ic i. of June, 1634. 

XING CHARLES, 



LORD ARCHBISHOP OF 

CANTERBURY, 
.J.ORD KEEPER, 
LORD ARCHBISHOP OF 

YORK, 
f ORD TREASURER, 
LORD PRIVY-SEAL, 
LORD DUKE OF LENOX, 
LORD MARC^IS HAMBLE- 

TON, 



LORD CHAMBERLAIN, 
EARL Ot DORSET, 
EARL OF fiRIDGEWATER, 
LORD VI. WlIlIBLETpN, 
LORD NEWBROUGH, 
MR. TREASURER. 
MR. COMPTROLER, 
MR. VICE CHAMHGRJLAIN, 
MR. SEC. WINDWOOD, 
MR. SEC. COOK. 



Upon confideration, this day had, at the board, 
his inajefty being prefent in council, of a complaint 
made, by the mayor, and bijirgeffes of Newcaftle, 
agjainft the ballaft-flioafs, lately built, by tji^ faid 
fir Robert He?.th, at Shields, upon the river of 
Tyne, pretending the f?ime to be a great prejudiceii 
pf the fhipping and navigation, and to the ann.oy- 
?ince, " and damage of the faid river, the care and 
confideratipn thereof, was, by his majefty, efpecially 
intruffed unto them, (e) and upon hearing the 
allegation, on both fides, with their learjijed.cpuncil, 
in the law, it was thought fit, and ordered, that 
the faid fhoar Ihould be finiflied, and backed with 
ballaft, to make it fit for the fait works, which for 
his majefties fervice, are begun, and intended to be 
performed, (g). 

In the firft place, that the feamen ihould have 
liberty, freely to caft their ballaft there, (h) with- 
out interruption, if they find convenient, none being 
compelled to it, or hindred from it. That neither 
jhofe of the town of Ne^ycaftle, nor free hoafl:-ioctt 
(i) (which fell all coals) do hinder the fame, in- 
direftly, by denying, or unneceffary de;pyiaff, tp 
carry down coals, in keels, or lighters, tp the ifcp?* 
which fliall caft their ballaft, at that flibar,' to .the 
'"'■-'■ end, 
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pnd, this fooar, which may bjB for the fafety, and in- 
f Quragemeut, of navigation and ihipping, may be 
lb ufed, as the fapie, may neither be prejudicial to 
the town, in diverting or withdrawing of trade, nor 
to his majefty, in his cuftoms or duty, nor hurtful 
to the ffiid river. 

ilis piajefty will refer the ordering hereof, to 
himfelf, .as well in the pa^rticulars .aforefaid, as in aU 
other things, thereuptp appertaining, in fuch fort, 
as both the town and feamen, (hall find his majefties 
regall care over them, 5/^ Jubfcripftt ex. majejl. 
See 12, chap. 3. 18. (d.f), 23. (a), 42. (e). 

It is conceived^ orders are no laws, and the latter 
order, which contradifts the former, voids it ; fp 
by this of l5:ing Charles, voids king James's for the 
power .of the river, in chap. 12. (i). 



T"^ 



CHAP. ?X, 

yarrow Slike^ &fr. 

(a)/^N the 4th. of December, 1634, certain 
\^ lands, and waftes were difcovered, to the 
late kings comnjiflioners, at the commiffion-houfe, 
in fleet-ftreet, as belonging to the crown, conciealed, 
efpecially, a parcel of land, or wafte, in the river of 
Tyne, called Jarrow-flike, at South-Shields, in the 
county of Durham, which the water, at a full fea, 
covers every tide, and is by eftimation, 300 acres, 
a fit and convenient place, for (hips to caft ballalt 
at, for many years to come, without any prejudice 
to the river, and great furtherance of trade. See 
chap. 56. chap. 34. (a.b.)« 

The mayor and burgeffes of Newcaftle, hearing 
thereof, put in their claim, to the faid commiffipners, 

^ an4 
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and alledged, that all that ground belonged to 
them, with all other grounds, to a low water tnark, 
from the full fea-mark, on both fides the river, 
from a place called Sparhawke, in the fea, to Head- 
wyn-ftreams, which is' feven miles above N^wcaftle, 
being fourteen miles in length, granted to them, 
and their heirs, for ever, from king John by charter,^ 
and confirmed by his fucceflbrs; and therefore 
befeeched time, to make it fo appear. (There beini 
no fuch thing granted, could never maKe it appear.^ 
A long time was given them, but nothing appeared,, 
as truth of any fuch grant, and two years after, upon 
the firft day of July, 1637, they inftead of wearying 
out the commiflioners, and gentlemen, that dif- 
covered the fame, was called to make good their 
claim. Then they became petitioners to the kings 
commiifioners, that they would be pleafed, to fell 
that parcel of wafte ground, called Jj^-rpw-flike, to 
them, and to admit them tp purchafe the fame, for 
which they would give two hundred pounds, by 
reafon, it lay more convenient for them» then %ny 
e\{p but they would give no more money for it. 
See chap. 18. (a.b). See chap* 2. 

Upon which, one Mr. Thomas Talbot, and Mr. 
}lichard AUen, of London^ gave four hundred pouRd^ 
and got it. The king upon (h^ \y. of Noiyember, 
1637, by bis letters patterns, undertime great feal 
of England, confirmed the. fame J^rraw-ftike, and 

wafte ground, upon th^ fai4 Talbpt and Allen, an^. 
their heirs, for ever ; they paying in to t\ie ^chequer 
• five pound per annum, as a fee*farin rent, which laid 

ground, is in conteft, between the faid GentlemeUj^ 
and fir Hejiry Vane. 

If thisi ground, to a full fea-mark;, were really the 
^ corporation of Newcaftles, it would have fo appeared 
in the charter, granted by king John, and alfo, they 
then, might have made good their claim, and not to 
have become petitioners, to purchafe the thing, whicij 
was their own before j even as they do in tlii$, fo in 
pther things, 
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AlfOy if all ground be theirs, from a full fea-mark, 
Vhy were they tenants to tlie late deah, and chapters, 
of Uurham, of certain ballaft fliores^ built to the low 
tirater-mark, on which all ballad is caft. 

And if all ground were Newcaftles, from a fiill 
fea-mark, why fliould Mr. Bonner, &c. buy the lady 
Gibs ground, and build a ballail-flioar, to a low wa- 
ter-mark, and wrong the town of their right ; and 
Vhy. fliould not Gates-head, and both the Shields, 
whieh are built to a low water-mark, pay Newcaftle 
tent, &c. See chap. i8. (b), 34. (a.b.). 



SB 



CHAP. XXL 

(A)l[^iN(5 Chari^es, in Auguft, in the 13. year 
pV. of his teign, created a new corporation, of 
free hoft-men, iri.Kewcaftle, (balled in englifli, coale- 
engroffers) and grants a leafe, to fir Thomas Tempeft, 
kilight, with others, for the felling of all coals, export- 
ed out of the river of Ty rie, and to receive eleven Ihil • 
lings and fdurxpence,per chaldron, cuftome, and twelve 
{hillings, from all ftrangefrs, which (hall be tranfport- 
td over fea, and to have two pence, per chaldron, 
towards their charge, and power to feize of all coals, 
fold by the Owners of fuch coals, fold ; in which 
teafe, it is ordered, that if matters of fhlps have not 
their due meafure^ at one and twenty bouls, to the 
chaldron, then upon information given, the one half 
of fuch coals, and keels, to be forfeited to fuch 
mailer, and the meafures to be looked after, by fworn 
commifBoners, and that this leafe (monopoly) to con- 
tinue, for oneand twenty years, from January, then . 
laft paft, and that nothing be done or afted, by pre- Jiihiskafeli 
tence, or colour of this leafe, to the prejudice of the ^^{^^ ^0^^ ^y 
king« See chap. 1 1. (p.), 8. (a.). See flat, at. king law, &c. 
James 3. See chap. 46. (b.). 

If 
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If any fuch prejudice the people, the king is alfci 
prejudiced here, the people cannot fell their own 
coals, &c. which is a prejudice* See his oath, chkp: 
59. (a.). 



CHAP. XXIL 

(a)"|T' ING Charles, in June following, in the 
■\. fourteenth year of his reign, incorporates 
another company of coal buyers, namely Mr. Tho. 
Horth, and other mailers of (hips, to buy all coals, 
exported out of the ports of Sunderland, the river of 
Tyne, Newcaftle, Blith, and Barwick, paying to the 
king, one (hilling, per chaldron, cuftome, and to fell 
them again, to the city of London, not exceeding 
feventeen fhillings the chaldron, in the fummer, and 
nineteen fliillings the chaldron, all the winter ; pro- 
vided they had a free market, and a juft meafure,'at' 
Newcaftle, &c. which they were debarred of, by rea- 
fon of the foregoing leafe, granted to fir Thomas 
Tempeft. See chap. 11. (p). 



CHAP. XXIIL 

(a)"||^ING Charles, in July following, grants 
JV^ another pattent, to Mr. Sands, with others, 
for the farming of the cuftomes, of one fhilling, afore- 
faid, upon every chaldron, at the yearly rent of ten 
thoufand pounds. By this, you may fee, no finall 
quantity iflucs out, &c. See chap: 1 1 . (b). 

But there are fome other gentlemen, which hath 
this benefitial leafe at prefent, namely fir John Tre- 
vor 
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vor> with Others, who payes (as I hear) one thoufand 
four hmidred pound, per annum, (having fome 
veers yet to come in the pattent). I wilh the poor had 
It after them, at the rent of five' thoufand pounds, per 
anttum. And it is the judgement of wife men, that 
tbofe gentlemen, are wanting of many hundreds of 
pounds, per annum, which might be made, as well 
aa the former, &c* 



i«" 



CHAP. XXIV. 

1 

Die Jovis, Oftob. 8. 1646. 

Sy the •Commiitee of lords and commons ^ for the admi* 

ralty^ and cinque ports ^ iffc. 

WHEREAS, the committee hath been peti- 
tioned, by Barbery Hilton, widow, on the 
behalf -of herfelf, and divers mafters of fliips, trading 
to Newcaftle, whofe names are here fubfcribed, to 
the faid petition, that the petitioners may receive the 
benefit, of loading, and unloading, at the ballaft- 
wharf, erefted at Shields, about leven miles from 
Newcaftle, as tending to the good, and prefervation 
of (hipping, &c. for that by reafon, the river is wreck- 
ed up, with fands, and funk (hips, that fhips of great 
burdens tannot paffe up, without hazard, and danger 
of- lofing, "Which liberty, as by their petition is fet 
forth, they enjoyed for fixteen yeers paft, untill of 
Ijatc, the mayor and commonalty of Newcaftle, have 
enforced them to come up, to their own (hoars, 

Ncjw, for as much as this matter, as it is repre- 
fented unto the committee, may tend much to the 
fecurity of (hips, the advancement of navigation, 
and encouragement of trade, (e). 

I It 
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It is ordered therefore, that the petitioners Ihall 
be at liberty, to load and unload, at the Shields, as is 
defired, and direded, untill other order, in that 
behalf be given. 

And if the magiftrates of Newcaftle, and fuch 
others, as is therein concerned, fhall hereafter 
defire, to offer reafons to the contrary, this com- 
mittee will be ready to hear them, and to do 
therein, what fhall ftand v/ith juftice. See chap. 19. 
(g.h.i). 



WARWICK, 
ALEX. BENCE, 
SALISBURY, 
JO. ROLL5 



ESQj BENCE, 
ED. PRIDEAUX, 
GILES GREEN. 



It is conceived, this order voids king James ordeftj 
for prefervation of the river, in the two and 
twenty articles, and confirms king Charles, &c* 
See chap. ig. 



CHAP. XXV* 



At the council for trade y at White-hatly Sept* 26* 

1651. 

(a)TN purfuance of a reference of the council of 
J[ ftate, of the 8. of Feb. 1650. to take into- 
confideration, the petition of fome captains and-, 
matters of fliips, with others trading to Newcaftlci' 
with a paper of their grievances, annexed to the' 
fame, fetting forth, &c» See 12. chap, the 19. and. 
24. chap. 

(b) That 
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(b) ThJ^t in eafe of any difafter to (hips, after 
extremity of weather, or otherwife, though in 
great diftrefle. See chap. 29. (c), 30. (a.d.s), 33. 
(a). 

(c) Are debarred to take the affi fiance, and help 
of any other neighbouring fhip-wrights, and car- 
penters of their own hired fervants, who they have 
entertained in their fhips, for their fhip-carpenters. 
See chap. ^6. (a), 38. (c). 

(d) But are conftrained, either to carry their 
fhips, to Newcaftle, or to remain there in peril, till 
one be fent for, or procured from Newcaftle, who 
.will not come upon reafonable terms. See chap. 30. 
(B), 38. (a.b). 

(e) Complaining alfo, that the town will not 
fuffer them, according to ancient liberties, and 
cuftomes, to heave, and caft out ballaft, at con- 
venient aud fufficient fhoars, where they may do it, 
without endangering their (hips. See chap. 29. (c), 
30. (a), 32. (d), 35. (b), 41. (a), 43. (d), 44. (a). 

(f) Nor to load, nor unload, where they may 
with fafetV perform it, notwithftanding fome orders, 
heretofore, to that end obtained, from the late king, 
and from the parliament ; but are moft injurioufly 
forced, to carry up their (hips, to Newcaftle, through 
moft dangerous parts of the river, by reafon of 
fands, fhelv^s, and divers* funk Ihips, in the way, 
with other particulars, to the like purpofe. 

(h) The council, having taken the faid papers, 

into confideration, and it appearing, that the faid 

town of Newcaftle, however they jviftifie not the 

mndring of any mafter, to make ufe of his own 

hired flyp-carpenter, coming along with him, in the 

fidd fhxp^, do, notwithftanding, juftifie the hindring 

of any other Ihip-carpenter, to work or affift him, if 

pot a free-man of their town, and do claim the fole 

imployment of their own free ftiip-wrights, within 

ftc whole port, of the faid town. See chap. 1 2. (i), 

- I 2 29. (c.;. 
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^9- (c). 3^- (a)» 34^ (cX.32- (c-bO> 35- (a^b-X 
38. (a), 49- (a), 50- (c). 

(i) As alfo do juftifie the fole erefUon, keeping, 
and heaving, of all the ballaft-fhoars, within the&id 
port, (k), and the hindring any perfon, to load or 
unload, at any place of the faid port, fave at the 
laid town, or as near it as conveniently may be. 

(l) This council, having further received the 
depofitions, and examinations, of feveral mariners, 
and matters of (hips, belonging to the town of New- 
caftle, and others alfo, of the town of Ipfwieh } and 
having alfo advifed, with fome - matters of fliips, 
^tient and experienced traders, fent and chofen, 
by the trinity-houfe, of London, with fome others, 
do, after full debate had, and hearing, at divers 
meetings, the reafons on both fides alledged^ offer, 
fee chap. 33. (a), 38. (a.b), 56. (a). 

(m) That the faid practice, of the faid town of 
Newcaftle, in debarring matters of ftiips, to make 
ufe, within the river of Tyne, of what fliip-rcar-> 
penters they pleafe, .or find fitteft for their own 
conveniency, and in conftraining them to ufe onely 
the free fliiprwrights, of the faid town of Newcattl^ 
is very prejudicial to trade and navigation. Seedbap. 

33- (a)j 38- (A..B.C). 

(n) That it hath appeared to this council, sot* 
withftanding any thing to the contrary, alledged, 
&c. that through the winds, rains, aiid othar 
cafualties, wafhing down the ballaft of thofe, that 
are called the town of Newcaftles flioars, having 
bee^ a great newfanee, and prejudice, to the nwtf 
and in the higher parts thereof. See chap. 34. (c)i 
35- (a-b). ^ 

(o) And that the praffice of the faid town of 
Newcaftle, ia conftraining the faid matters .Qffliipjt^o 
come up thje river, and to heave out their. b^2#s 
at the town (hoars only, (p), and hindring them to. 
load coals, and difcharge their ballaft, wheije difj 
jnay with fafety perform it, as well to the road-ftead 

it 
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itfelf, as to their fhipping, is a damage atid iticon- 
veniency to trade and navigation. Seexh. 34. (c), 
44. (a), 41. (a), 44. (e), 32. (d), 43. (d), 29. (c% 
3k(a). 

(O To hinder any fliips, to buy or take in, at any 
place of the faid port, bread and beer, for their own 
{pending, and viftualling, is alfo a very great hinder** 
ance, to trade and navigation. See chap. 48. (a), 
49. (c.d.g), 50. (a), 51. (b), 44. (e), 29. (a). 

(r) That notwithftanding, for the better regula- 
ting fuch further liberties, as fhall be granted, in the 
granting of the faid provifions, building of ballaft- 
ftoars, defraying the charge, and for the prefervation 
of the river, for the future, be intrufted into faithful, 
able mens hands, to fee the fame put in execution, 
as to the wifdom of the parliament, Ihall be thought 
fit, &c. 

John Johnson, clerk, pro tempore. 



C H A P. XXVI. 

ji judgement at the common law, obtained again/i 

Newcajiky Isfc. 

(A)TnHOMAS Cliff, a fhip-carpenter, who hath 
, 1 been very inftrumental, in faving many 
fliips from finking, and at eafie rates, for his work* 
ing upon a Ihip, in the fame river of Tyne, in the 
year 1646, had got a fliip, off the rocks, with the 
ndp of his fervants, and other work-men, for which, 
Ae mayor and burgeffes of Newcaftle, fent down 
fergeahts, with other burgeffes, to the town of North- 
Shields, which is in the county of Northumberland, 
to bring the faid Cliff, aiid fervants, to their prifon; in 
which fervice, the laid fcrgeants killed his wife, brake 

his 
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his daughters arm, and led his fervants to prifon,* 
as you may read, chap. 36. and then fued the faid 
CliflF, by an englifh bill, in the exchequer, and held 
him in fuit, five years and upwards, the fuit being 
commenced, in the name of the mayor and burgeff- 
csofNewcaftle, complainants, againft The. CliiF, dcr 
fendant. The merchants and burgeffes, of that cor- 
poration, came in as witneffes, in their own caufe, 
as you may find upon record, in the exchequer, 
where they were examined, in the year 1649, J^^* 
27. by vertue of a commiflion, &c. alfo they were 
crofs examined, &c. which faid fuit, was transferred 
to the common law, and to be tryed at York aflizes, 
in hillary, 1651. The verdifl: went for the defend- 
ant. Cliff; which faid judgement expreffes, that the 
mayor and burgeffes ought to be feverely fined, &c. 
for their unjuft claim, in that port of the river of 
Tyne, and (hall pay 30I. cofts, &c. which faid bill is 
in the office of pleas, in Lincolns-Inn, &c. See chap^ 
19. (c), 24. (a), 25. (a), 54. 28* 
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CHAP. XXVII, 

To the fupreatn authority ^ the parliament of tbe^co?f^, 

monwealth of England. 

'the humble petition df Ralph Gardner, of Northumbcr-r 

land, gent, in behalf of himfelf and many others, 

whofe defires are thereunto annexed, &c. 

Sheweth, 
(A)TnHAT many great complaints, of grievance* 
l_ and oppreffions, prefented to the council of 
ftate, in the year 1 650, in writings, by many captains, 
and mafters of (hips, with others, againft the magiA 
trates of Newcaftle upon Tyne, in relation to trade 
wd navigation. 
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The council of ftate^ by order, transferred the fame 
to be examined, by the council for trade, and after 
a long debate, at feveral times, divers witneffes were 
fwom, and counfel had on both fides. 

The council for trade, drew up a report thereup- 
on, to prefent to the parliament, conducing much to 
the good of trade, and navigation^ which laid report 
bath lyen dormant, ever lince, to the great detriment 
of the commonwealth, in the exceflive prizes of 
coales, and otherwife. 

Your petitioner humbly prays, that thofe reports 
. and papers, may be called for, and reviewed^ 
and thefe annexed delires inferted, to do there- 
in, as to your wifedoms and juftice, Ihall feem 
meet, 

And as in duty bound, Ihall pray, &c. 

Ralph Gardner. 
Henry Ogle^ 
49. Sept. 1653. 

Gardners deftres iv the parliamenU 

(b)T^HAT North-Shields be made a market town, 
JL it being feven miles from Newcaftle, and 
twelve miles from any market, in the fame county, 
which would relieve the garrilbn of Tinmouth caftle, 
the inhabitants, which be thoufands, the great con- 
fluence of people reforting thither, the great fleets 
of Clips daily riding there ; would further them to 
make many more voyages in the year, fave boats and 
mens lives, which are often in danger of being caft 
away, in ftormy weather*; alfo, by which means, the 
people would be relieved with provifions, during the 
time the river is frozen, and half in half cheaper, 
than from the fecond hand ; befides the lofs of a 
dales labour, and great charge to the poor, in going 
by water, in boat-hire ; and fave the life of many a 
man and beaft, from falling into coal-pits, which lies 
open, after the coals wrought outj being covered 

with 
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with fnow, &c. See chap- 29. (a), 48. (a), 49. (b), 
50. (a), 5 1, (a). 

(c) That the mayor and burgeffes, may no more 
imprifon poor artificers, onely for /working upon their 
trades, in or about the river. See chap* 36. (a), 38* 
(a.c). 

(d) That they may not caft men into prifon, for 
faving of fhips from finking, nor keep men in prifon, 
till they give them bond, never to work upon their 
trade again. See chap. 33. (a), 36. (a), 38. (a). . 

(e) That they may not force all goods, brought in 
by fea, for the fait and coal- works ufe, at and near 
the Shields, to be carryed up to Newcaftle, where 
there is no ufe, for the fame. See chap. 50. 

(f) That the coal owners of Northumberland^ and 
county of Durham, may have free liberty, to fell their 
own coals to fhips, and not to be inflaved, by the 
free hoaft-men, of the town of Newcaftle. 

(g) That any perfon may have liberty, to build 
fhips and veffels, in the river of Tyne, without the 
moleflation of the magiftrates, of the town of New- 
caflle, for the increafe of trade and navigation. 

(h) That no maflers of fhips may be imprifoned, 
for refufing to fwear againfl themfelves, accordiugto 
the pradice of the Star-chamber, it being a great dif- 
couragement to trade, and difquieting of the- fpirit^, 
of many confcientious perfbns, &c. See chap.-39. 

(a),49- 

(1) That all unreafonable, and arbitrary fines, may 

be mitigated, as fhall be agreeable to juftice, and e- 

quity. See chap. 41. 42. (a). 

(k) That no more fhips may be compelled, up the 

' dangerous river, feven miles, whereas, they need to 

go but one mile ; never any coals, being to be had 

at Newcaflle, which would fave many fhips from 

finking, and caufe them to make upwards of three 

voyages in the year more than they do, which would 

caufe, two or three hundred thoufand chaldron of 

coals more to be fold, and the excefHve prices to 

fall, 
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&il under twenty fiuUings the chalder, all the year. 
See chap. ^g. (c), 32. (c), 31. (a). 

(l) That the truft of the river of Tyne, be put 
into faithfuU commiflioners hand$, the mayor, and 
aldermen, and commiflioners of Newcadle, having 
betrayed the truft, repofed in them, for confervancy 
thereof; that whereas within this twenty years, 
above twenty fliips^ of the burden two hundred tuns, 
rid afloat, in moft road-fteads, in the faid river, 
now, not above four, of the iaitie burden, at low 
water. See chap. 12^(1), 34. (c.)y 35. (a.b.). 

(u) That their charters, granted to their corpo- 
ration, may be called in, and viewed, and other 
grants and orders, granted by king James ; and ttrhat 
is found ofienfive to the commonwealth, may be 
repeated ^ as it now ftands, proves deibrudive to the 
peoples righti September 29. 1653. 
' AU which are prefented to your honours, to do 
tberehi as God ihall dired you, for the good of his 
people. 

Ralph Gardnbr* 

Tue/day^ Odober 5, 1653. • 

{ny i ^HE pet if ion of Ralph Gardner, of Nor* 
X tbumberland, gentleman, in the behalf pf 
himielf, and many others, whofe humble defires are 
thereuilto annexed, being this day read, the com- 
mittee COTiceive^s it proper, for the committee for 
trade, and therefore, do recommend the fame- to 
their confideration. 

Anthony Rous. 

At the committee for trade and corporations ^ fitting at 

WhHehall, Od. 18. 1653. 

(o)"l^X THERE AS a petition hath been exhibited, 

VV ^^ ^his committee, by the faid Ralph 

Gardner, of Northumberland, gentleman, in the 

behalf of himfelf, and many others, complaining of 

IC feveral 
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feveral grievances, they fuftaiii, by the corporation 
of the town of Newcaftle ; it is ordered, that the 
faid petition^ and complaint, be taken into con- 
fideration, by this committee, on tuefday, the 15. 
of November, next, whereof the mayor and cor- 
poration of Newcaftle, afor«faid, are to have con- 
venient notice. 

Samuei> Warner. 

(p) The mayor and burgeffes of Netrcaftle, pe- 
titioned the committee^ befeeching their honours, 
for a copy of the petition, and paper exhibited, and 
to grant them fourteen dayes time longer, to make 
their defence, which their honours granted, but 
ordered their agents to attend, the 15. day of Nov. 
to hear the witneiTes, on the commonwealths behaif» 
examined, and to receive, what further fhould be 
brought in, by way of charge, againft the corpora- 
tion, by reafon, a great trial was had before their 
honours, with the late farmers of the cuftomes^ 
which took up all that day ; the eighteenth day was 
appointed, for Newcaftles bufinefle, on which day, 
naoft of the witnefTes Wete examined, upon this 
following charge^ and proved it, in prefence of 
the corporations . agent, and when they were all 
difmift and gone, the agent defired further time, 
and the witnefTes to be croife examined, to wjiich 
the honourable committee replied, that further time 
they would not give, in a m^ter of fo High . con- 
cernment, and it was too late to croife examine the 
witneffes, he not defiring it, when they were therCj 
and he prefent, but granted him a copy of the 
charge. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP, XXVIII. 

The heads of the charge^ exhibited by Ralph Gardner^ 
of Northumberlandj gent, to the committee for 
trade and corporations^ againft the maygry atid 
burgeffes Gfi^fwcajlley 1653. 

(A)TnHAT the mayor, and burgeflfes of Newcaftle 
1' upon Tyne, have, and do imprifon artifi* 
cers, only for their wprking, upon their la^^ull 
tradies. (See flat, i^ 1301.) 

(3) That they do force matters of ihips, to cut 
purfes, in their open court, for gain to themfelves, 
and imprifons them, if they refufe. 3ee ftat. 8. 
EUz. 4. 

(c) That they force all matters of (hips, to fwear 
againft themfelves, and notwithttanding they have 
fwore the truth, others are called in, to fwear againft 
,them, which is for ^ fines fake, which profit accrues 
to the mayor, byrgcffe^, and witne^e, for their 
own ufe, 

(d) That they dq impofe arbitrary fines, fo ex- 
ceffivdyi that without payment, is committed to 
prifon, which faid matters are there detained, till 
the faid fine be paid, 

(e) That they h^v^ robbed people, in their open 
markets, and in pacing through the town, of their 
goods, alledging foreign bought, and foreign fold. 
All people, no( being tree of that town, are reputed 
foreigners^ 

(f) That they have iraprifoned men, for faving 
ihips from finking, and detains them till compound; 
whofe poor wives and children, are ready to ftarye ; 
alfo keeps them in prifon, till they enter into bond, 
never to work upon their trades again. 

(g) That they of that corporation, have taken an 
path amqngft themfelves, not to work with, nor imr 

K 2 pipy 
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ploy any un-freemen, but to fuppreffe all fuch from 
working, in that corporation, or the whole river of 
1 yne, 

(h) That they do imprifon poor mtflers of fliips, 
for letting their fcips from finking, and denies bayL 

(i) That they fcize of all fuch goods, as any poor 
mafter doth fave, when their Ihips are finking, 
which is all the poor matter hath left in the world, 
to relieve his wife and family, and poor fea-men« 

(k) That when any fliip is finking, though fcven 
-miles from Newcaftle, none muft help to fave her ; 
but Newcaftle-men muft be fent for, who comes at 
leifure, befides having his demands, which is ex- 
ceffive. 

(l) That they ingrofle all merchandize, and other 
dead viftual, and provifion, which comes in by fea, 
and then forces the countries, to give them their 
own rates, for what they want. 

(m) They will not fuffer any provifioiw to be 
bought at Shields, or any market to be th^e, not- ' 
withftanding people are often drowned, in going 
and returning from Newcaftle markets, and alfo, 
many are ready to ftarve in the winter feafon, by 
reafon the river i% then frozen up, and fo become 
innavigable. 

(n) That they, by ingrofEng all com into their 
hands, have kept it to fo exceffive rates, that the 
poor could not buy it, but have been conftrained w 
eat beafts blood baked, inftead of bread. 

(o) That by fuch hoarding up the corn, and the 
people not able to buy Lhe fame, being fo dear, matoy 
country people, were neceffitated to eat dogs and 
cats, and to kill their poor little coal-horfes for 
food. 

(p) They have hoarded up fp much com, and. 
keeping it for fuch exceflive gain, that in the very 
time of fcarcity, and mifery amongft the people, 
many have been found ftarved to death in holes; 
Jiundred bouls of corn were caft into the river, being 

fpoylcd 
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fpoyled with the rats, and rot : The very fwine 
could not eat it. 

(q) That they will not fuffer any of the coal 
ownc^rsy in any of the two counties, to fell their 
own coals, but the' owners muft either fell their 
coals, to ;the free hoaft-men, at what price they 
pleafe, and then all (hips muft give them their own 
price, or get none, which makes coals fo dear. 

(a) That no (hip fball be loaden with coals, &c« 
that will not do, what the mayor and burgefle< 
commands them, by going up the river, feven miles 
with ballail, to their great loffe of time, and hurt of 
their fbips. 

(s) That fliips have been often ten or fourteen 
daies, in failing up and down the river, onely tp dif- 
charge their ballaft, they, for the moll part, taking in 
their loading at Shields. See chap. 32. (c). 

(t) That other (hips, which have taken in their 
loading at Shields, with coals and fait, have made 
?heir voyage, to London and back, before fuch Ihips, 
which were fo compelled to Newcaftle, could get 
ready, and, ordinarily, is th^ caufe of their lofs of 
three voyages in the year, by fuch compulfions. 
See chap. 32. (d). 

(u)That they force all fhips, with materials,, 
brought in by fea, for the abfolute ufe of the falt-r 
work$, and coal^wprks, at and near Shields, to be 
carryed to Newcaftle, and laid out upon their key, 
though they have no ufe for the fame, and the cuft- 
oms being already paid, and ofScers at Shields at* 
tending ; often the boats that fetches them fmks, in 
returning to Shields. See chap. 50. (c). 

(w) That fhips have often funk, in returning empty 
from Newcaftle to Shields, there being nothing to be 
bad at Newcaftle, and fuch fhips are ohely to take in 
fait, or coals, at Shields : No fait to be got elfe«^ 
where, but at Shields, in that river, and therea* 
bouts. See chap. 29. 30. 32. 

(x) That 
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(x) Thatthcy will not tolterate any feaman, though 
never fo able a pilot, to guide a ftran^ers fliip into 
the river, over Tynemouth-bar, though he be in never 
fo great diftrefs, but a freeman muft befent for, from 
Newcaftle, there being but two at Shields, by means 
whereof the fhip is often ready to be loft, before any 
can get feven miles up, and feven miles back again. 
See chap. 32. (a). 

(Y)lhat they force all (hips, though never fo long, 
great, or weak, to fail up the river, to caft out their 
ballaft upon their fhoars, for the gain of eight-pence, 
for every tun a fhip carries, which is an arbitrary im- 
pofition, fee chap. 32. (b.c), it formerly being but 
fbur-pence; and one (hip with another, carrys an 
100 tun, every voyage, &c. Sec chap. 29* (c). 

(a.b) That they force mafters of (hips, to pay for 
eighty tun, when indeed they have but forty tun, 
and fo opprefs the poor mafters, whereby the price of 
coals muft needs be enhanft. See chap. 44. (a). 

(a. f) That they have fpoiled the river, with their 
ballaft flioars, by ihips finking in failing up the river, 
and returning back, their ballaft-fhoars being fo full, 
and heavy, and hilly, that every fhower of rain, and 
ftorm of wind doth blow and wafb down the ballaft into 
theri ver, befides the weight, inpreffing down the walls, 
to the great prejudice of the commonwealth ; by the 
obftruction of the river, and endangering of ihipping. 
See chap 34. (a), 35. (a,b), 

( a.g) That by the negligence of the commifiioners, 
for the river, above three thoufand tuns of ballaft 
have fallen into the river, in one nights time. See 
chap. 34. (c). None taken up, &c.. 

(a.h) That within this twenty years, where twenty 
Ihips of a certain burden could have rid afloat, in 
moft road-fteads in the river, at a low water mark, 
now, not above four ihips can ride afloat, &c. See 
chap. 35. (b). 

(a.i) That fliips have made twelve voyages in the 
year, within this 20 years, when they had liberty, to 

ca(t 
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call their ballad at Shields, and now, they make but 
four or five voyages only, being obftrufted by the 
mayor, and burgefles of Newcaftle, in compelling 
the ifhips up the river, feven miles, to caft out their 
ballafl:, upon their own (hoars, &c. See chap. 32. (d). 

(A.K)That they will not fuflfer any ballaft-flioars 
to be built, at or near the Shields, by reafon, the 
owners of the ground will not fell it to them, not- 
withilanding there are convenient places, for {hoars, 
for above this hundred years to come, without any 
prejudice to the river^ and to the great advantage of 
the commonwealth. See chap. 29. (c). 

(a.l) That they do hinder the ftock of the publick 
revenue, above forty thoufand pounds per ani in 
cuttoms, declaro* See chap. 45. (b.e.f), 32. (d). 

(a.m) That they do hinder a trade, all the winter 
feafon, by reafon, neither (hips, nor boats, can pafs 
up the river, which is often frozen, below the ballaft- 
fhoars, called the Bill-point, and half down the river, 
it never freezeth lower. See chap. 35, (b)* 

(a.n) That the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle 
have combined, and made new ordinances amongft 
themfelves, that what free hoaft-men, or filler of 
coals, fhall fell any coals, to fuch (hip-mafters, as (hail 
cad any ballad: at Shields, and not upon their own 
ballaft (hoars, (hall forfeit and pay, 20I. a time, or lie 
in prifon, till the fame be paid. See chap. 43. (d), 
30. (d). 

(a.o) That all fuch coals as (hall be fold^ and not 
being free of that corporation, (hall be confifcated, 
for the corporations ufe. See 21. chap, (a). 

(Some fay, if what is here alledged, be nothing but 
the truth, it were pity, but they (hould receive judge^ 
ment, according to their refpeftive oifences, but if 
it appear otherwife, it were pity, but the evidence 
upon oath, with myfelf, (hould receive the fame 
judgement,) 

( A.p) That the mayor and burgeffes, by having be- 
trayed the truft, repofed in them, by king James, in 

the 
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the two and twenty articles, for the prefervation of 
the river of Tyne, have forfeited all that corpora- 
tions liberties, into the ftates hand, by the exorbitant 
abufes committed, and negle^, in not putting them 
in execution. See chap. 13. (a), 34* (c). 

(a,(^) All which faid charge was proved upon 
oath, before the council, at White-hall, 1650, and 
the committee for trade and corporations, at White- 
hall, in November, 16^3. And order was given, 
that Mr* Thomas Skinner, be defired to draw up 
an z6ty for a free ttade, in that port, and river of 
Tyne, to prefent to the parliament, fee -chap. 54. 
(which aft was intended.) Whether it be confonant 
to religion, or reafon, that thefe things fo perpe- 
trated, aforefaid, againft the good of a common- 
Wealth, fliould be negleSed, and in not being timely 
regulated, I refer to better judgements. 

Ralph Gakdncr* 

(a.r) Mr. Mark Shafto, Mr. Ralph Jennifon, Mr. 
Robert EUifon, Mr. Tho. Bonner, the recorder, 
and aldermen of Newcaftle, with Mr. John Rufh- 
worth, one Maddifon, and one Michael Bonner, with 
many more of the burgeffes, appeared at White- 
hall, on the 29. of November, being the day appoint- 
ed, for the town to plead to the charge, they having 
had the copy of the charge, where the full committee 
was met, and many parliament-men more, where the 
petition, the charge, and the defires were read, to 
the foregoing gentlemen. 

(a.s) The corporation, agents, and aldcrmear, 
humbly begged ten weeks longer time, by reafon 
they were not ready, nor prepared to anfwer the 

► nnitf«4Rm* ^^^^S^» ^^^ ^^ ftruck at all that was neer, and dear 
p^iJhm. ^^^^ them*j and hoped the town would not be fur- 
prifed, and that they did conceive Mr. Gardner had 
fent down that order to affront the town, by reafon 
it was dropt at the mayors door, by a boy ; and that 
there was a paper, printed by Mr Gardner, which 

was 
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^vas as full of lyes^ as words, which did conclude 
them, and difhearten their witnefles, alfo, that 
the Scots having tumbled their records, could not 
draw up an anfwer in lb ihort a time. 

(A.T.)In anfwer to the town, it was humbly 
moved, their honours would give no longer time, 
by reafon it was the day fet, and agreed upon, that 
they of the corporation fliould plead, and that i% 
was no new matter infilled upon, but what was 
debated at that board two years before ; the records 
and judgement, given againlt NewcalUe, being in 
their honours cuftody, and that they were as well 
able to plead then, as at any other time, and if there 
were any new matter, it Ihould be withdrawn, and 
was willing to joyn iffue, upon the former judge- 
ment, granted two years before, at the fame board. 

The towns agents altogether refufed that, and 

hoped their honours would not infift upon the 

former judgement, but to give them longer time, 

they not being ready to plead to the faid charge, 

nor came prepared, upon the earneft folicitation of 

the towns agents. The committee told them, that 

if they would deal clearly and candidly with them, 

as to give in writing, under their hands, fuch an 

anfwer to the charge, as they would ftand and fall 

by, then they would give them their own time, if 

not, then they would record that fair motion, and 

(hat they muft plead, by reafon the)'^ appeared, and 

entred upon a plea, and their work was very fliort, 

for all that they had to do, was to plead guilty, or 

not guilty j if guilty, then to make it good by what 

law they did fuch things, as was laid to their 

charge, and if not guilty, then it was left to Mr. 

Gardner to prove his charge, (who indeed had proved 

all fufficiently) and therefore would give no more 

day, whatever, then the 13. of December^ and Mr. 

Gardner left free, to bring in what more he had to 

charge them with. Upon the 12. day of December, 

the parliament was difmiffed. 



1 



74 



AT THE COMMITTEE FOR TRADE. 

But the honourable committee, met in White- 
hall, and drew up another report, and figned the 
fame, againfl: the corporation of Newcaftle, and 
would have prefented the fame to his highnefle, the 
lord proteftor. 

But I conceived to give a narrative was bette&uj 
though it be large ; yet fuch things as are poti^ 
nent, might be fooner collefted, being {109^ 
together, and more fatisfadory to all hands^ tbo^ 
lying in feveral courts dift rafted ly; not d6ubtiiin| 
but thereby to reap the fruits, according to qqj^ 
labour, I not in the leaft defpairing, and aoi: 
fatisfied with the change, defiring God to ^ 
along with him, in all his highneife undertakes* ' 



CHAP. XXIX. 

DEPOSITIONS. 

Ships upon fands J others Jinking^ others funk; boats^ 
and provifions cajl away^ and people drowned^ &fr. 
and others cajl into prifon, for faving Jhips from Jink- 
ing ; all done at Newcaftle^ by order ofthofe magif 
trates ; all wreck being given them by charter. 

SEE PLATE FIRST, FIGURE FIRST. 

♦Mr. Fuller. A NDRONICUS* the tyrant, and alfo an 
*Andronicus J^^^ heathen king, being overcome with a .re-.r;H 
or the unfor- lufl-ancv of heart, feeing the miferable conditiony=A- 

tunate politi- •'i_ jr° • r/i.-» 

tion. poor merchants and lea-men were in, arter inip- ' 

wreck, (and fliould receive fo bad a reward froArej 
people, whom they came to, for help or flielter) by^ 
having their goods feized on, their throats cut, and] 
no relief afforded, by thofe, that got all the fea had'^ 
caft up for fuccour, they never taking any pains for' ^ 
the fame, made a law, whofoever took a bit of 

wreck, 
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wreck, for their own ufe, fliould be put to death, 
but that all fhould be preferved for a time, or the 
worth, for the right owner, and if not looked after 
by the owner, then for fuch, as were fufferers by 
fhip wreck, for the future, and the people paid, for 
their pains in faving of it j for which law they 
were cannonized. 

Let not tyrants and heathens out-ftrip us in mercy 
and juflice. This law we want. 

(a) Mary Hume, upon her oath, faid, that all 
fhips and boats, are compelled, by the mayor and 
burgeffes of Newcaftle, to fail up the river to their 
ballaft fhoars, and town, with all manner of viftuals, 
which are brought into that river, and will not 
fuflFer any market to be at Shields, which is feven 
miles from them, and twelve miles from any other 
market town, in the fame county, and that they 
compel all people to their markets,* by which 
means, fhe hath known many || fhips and boats cafl: 
away, in the faid river, by ftormy weatlfer. (Read 
flat. 27. Ed. I.*) See chap. 49. (b)*), chap. 10. 

COj II 3'- (a). 

(b) She, the faid Mary, further affirms, that fhe 

hath known many people drowned, and boats caft 
away in flormy weather, in that river, and provifions; 
and that in or about the year 1650, one William 
Rea of Shields, was drowned in coming from New- 
caftle market; alfo a young gentleman, fon to Mr. 
Snapc, minifler, in Northumberland, was drovyned 
in that river ; both which were found, and buried 
at Shields, but no coroner* viewed their dead bodies, 
which fhe hath beard fhould have been done, by 
Newcaftles coroner, being tyed to it by charter. 
See chap. 10. (o.p). Alfo William Grays mother 
in-law, of North Shields, in going to market, was 
caft away, &c, 

Mary Hume. 

h 2 (c) John 
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(c) John Mallen, mafter of a fhip, upbn his oath, 
faid, that the mayor and burgefles of Newcaftle, do 
deny to load any (hips, nor fufer any others to load 
them, with coals, who refufe to fail up that dan- 
gerous river feven miles, to cad out ballaft upon 
their flioars, which compulfions caufeth the loffe of 
many Ihips,* and veflels in that river, amongft fands, 
Ihelves, and funk fhips, it being merely for the 
gain of eightpence per tun, of ballaft. See chap. 
31. (a.b.), 32. (b)*. 

(d) That he, this deponent, was in company with 
one Mr. James Beats, of Alborough, who was 
mafter of a new fhip, being compelled to fail up 
the river, to caft out his balhft, upon their unlaw- 
ful ballaft fhoars, and in returning to Shields, to 
take in her loading of coals, in the middle of the 
river, his fhip funk, and none durft help to fave her, 
for fear of being imprifoned, as others were for the 
like, nor to weigh her up again. See chap. 30. (a). 

(e) The free- men came, and required a greater 
fumme* to weigh her up, then fhe was worth ; fo 
the poor mafter was forced to leave her, upon fmall 
termes; but foon after, they got her up, and fet her 
to fea, for their own ufe, which the faid matter, 
Beats, might have done the like, if thofe of New- 
caftle, would have tollerated the un-freemcn to work, 
who were as well able to perform that fervice. Sec 
chap. 30. (f), 36. (a)*, flat. 2. Ed. 6. 15.* 

An wreck is given to them. See chap. 10. 8. 

John Mallen, 
Thomas Heisx-ewood, 
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CHAP. XXX. 



(A)nnHOMAS GOSNAL, mafter, affirms, that 
X the mayor and burgeffes of Newcaftle, by 
compelling all fliips, up that dangerous river of 
Tyne, feven miles, is the caufe of the loffe of many 
fhips; and that Mr. Cafon loft his fhip upon the 
Bill-point, which funk, but by weighing her up 
again, it coft him near two hundred and fifty pounds, 
all which might have been faved, if fhips could be 
tollerated to cafl ballafl at Shields. See chap. 25* 
(b), chap 10. (s), 32. (c.e). 

Thomas Gosnal. 

(b) Edmund Tye, of Ipfwich, fenior, upon his 
oath^ faid,. that being with his fhip, laden with coals, 
riding at anchor, at Shields, with the fleet of fhips, 
ready to put forth to fea, his fhip funk, by a fad 
difafter to his undoing, being mofl of it his own, 
and in the time of finking, procured help to fave 
what goods he could, for relief of himfelf, and fea- 
men, who had faved to the value of one hundred 
and fifty pound, and fent them on fhoar, to Shields, 
in the county of Northumberland.* The mayor, and 
burgeffes of Newcaftle, 

(c) Sent down their officers, and feized of all his 
goods, and fent them to Newcafl;le, and carried him, 
this deponent, to their prifon, and kept him above 
fix months, becaufe his fhip funk.. The goods and 
fhip, were worth about eleven hundred and fifty 
po;und, and would detain him in prifon, till he did 
weigh up the faid fhip, who had not wherewithall to 
relieve himfelf, Exod. 22. 21. notwithflanding 
they were certified fo much, under the bayliffs 
hands, and to\^ feal of Ipfwich, and had continued 
him longer, if he had not procured a habeas corpus, 
for his removal, to London. See chap. 25. (b), io. 

(s), flat. 
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(s), ftat, 3. Edw. I. 15. 34. 14. Rich. 2. g. 23. 
Hen. 6. 10. 

Edmund Tye. 

(d) Thomas Heiflewood, of London, maftcr of a 
ihip, upon his oath, faid, having taken in his fhips 
loading of coals, in the river of Tyne, was putting 
forih to fea, with the fleet, but by a florm was caft 
afhoar, neer Tinmouth-bar, and in great danger of 
their lives, which were on board of the faid ihip, and 
was conftrained to caft his coals into the fea, and 
thereby got his fliip to Shields, where fhe lay like 
a wreck, the water having free paflage in and out. 

(e) He, this deponent got on flioar, and repaired 

to one Collier, a free carpenter of Newcaftle, 

defiring him to mend his fhip, and, for haftes fake, 
he would procure thirty or forty of his neighbours, 
mafters 'of fhips carpenters, to help him, but the faid 
free carpenter replied, that he had taken an * oath 
in Newcaftle, with their company, neither to work 
with any unfree carpenter, nor to fet any on work, 
by which means, he, this deponent, was conftrain- 
ed to patch up his fliip, with his fmgle carpenter, 
and adventure to London, to get her upon the ftock, 
where he, and his company were in great hazani 
of their lives, and loffe of the fhip. See chap. 10* 
/-s), fee flat. 19. Hen. 7. 7. (2. Edw. 6. 15.*) 

Tho. Heislewood. 

♦If allwafters (p) Henry Harrifon, mafter, lipon his oath, faid, 
fhouldbe thus ^^^ ^jg jj^jp ^j^g laden with corn; coming in at Tin- 

aF things of H^outh-bar, loft her rudder, or fteerer of his ihip; 
thf-n, judge he, this deponent, defired another, of a free-^man of 
of the confe- Newcaftle, who would not furnifli him, under forty 
qacuce. fliillixigs,* but this deponent got a; good one, of an 

^n-freeman, one Thomas CliflFe, of Shields, carpehterj 
Sec chap. 29. (e), 36. (a), for 6s. 8tL 

. Henry Harrison.. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXL 

(A)Ty VriCHAEL BONNER, of Newcaftle, mer- 
JLi^Jl chant, and water-fergeant, in Janu. 1 649, 
being examined upon oath,* at Gates-head, by ver- 
tue of a commiffion, in a caufe depending in the ex- 
chequer, between the mayor and burgeffes, complain- 
ants, and Thomas Cliffe, defendant, faid, that a (hip, 
called the Adventure, of Ipfwich, which was funk iu 
the year 1646, (Mr. Thomas Cafon being mailer;) 
one other fliip, called the Providence, of London, 
(Humphrey Harrifon, of London, being mafter,) 
which.funk in the year 1649 ; one oJ:her Ihip, called 
the Refuge, of Ipfwich, funk in Oftober, 1649. (^'^^* 
Edmund Tye, being mafter; ) another fhip, called the 
Henrietta Maria, funk in the year 1 644 ; all which 
Ihips were weighed out of the river of Tyne, at the fole 
charge of the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle. 

Michael Bonner. 

Some calls this depofition perjury,* but I refer it 
to the judgement of the reader, that reads the follow- 
ing depofition^ which proves, that moft of the above- 
faid fhipslye funk, and did, three years after the de- 
pofition. See ftat. 5. Eliz. 9,* 

(b) Cap. George Phillips, of London, upon his 
oath, faid, that there lyes feveral fhips funk in the 
river of Tyne, between Sparhawk and Heborn 
Steath, namely, the Adventure,* of London, Hum- 
phrey Harrifon, of Sunderland, late mafter, funk in, 
or about the year 1649; ^^^ other fhip, called the 
Refuge, of Ipfwich, funk in Ofliober, 1649, at Shields, 
(Edmund Tye, the late mafter;) one other ftiip, called 
the Henrietta Maria, funk in the river, in, or about 
^^644; and one other in the fouth road, late belong- 
^^g to Mr. Bulman ; and alfo, one other ftiip, be- 
'pnging to a fcotch-man, lyes funk neer unto the low 
"ghts } and that the chiefe caufe of fliips finking in 

that 
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that river is, by being compelled, by the mayor, and 
burgeffes of Newcaftle, to fail up that dangerous 
river, to caft baliaft upon their unlawful ballaft fhoars, 
for the gain ofeightpence, for every tun, fo caft out. 

George Phillips, and 

Tho. Hesilwood, prove the like» 



CHAP, XXXIL 

(a)/^ AWEN pots affirms, that no ftrangers 
Vjpr Ihlp whatever, though fhe be in never fuch 
great diftrefle, and finking, muft be pylotted into the 
river, by any other fea-man, then a freeman of New- 
caftle : In the intrim, one is fent for, (being fixteen 
miles forward and backward) often, either fee is Ioft> 
or driven by ftorm away. 

Many others proved the like. 

- (b) Jeremiah Low, matter of a fhip, upon his oath, 
1650, faid, that the mayor and burgeffes of Newcaf- 
tle, compelling all fliips up the river, to their ballaft- 
fhoars, amongll the dangerous fands, fhelves, and funk 
fhips, is the caufe of much harm, and loffe of many 
Ihips, and loffe of many voyages in the year, befides 
ioffe to the ftate, and fpoyl of the river; it onely being 
done for the lucre of eight pence, for every tun of 
ballaft, to fome private perfons, which brings them 
in many thoufands of pounds in the year, and that 
there are many funk ihips in the river, between 
Sparhawk and Hebourn Steath. See chap. 29, (c)* 

Jeremiah Law, Mr. Phillips, 
Mr. Hesilwood, prove the Luif* 



(c) John Mallen, mafter of a (hip, upon his oath» 
faid, that by the mayor and burgeffes compelling 

fliips 
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the river, to their ballaft-fhoars, with their 
vas the caufe of Mi:, Tye, and Mr, Morfes 
s running on the fands, neer Jarrow, where 
re both in great danger of being loft. 
iTaxleys Ihip in a condition of finking, but 
free cal-penters being ready, faved her. Mr. 
illey in thje like condition. 
George Phillips was fourteen dayes» in get** 
and down to Shields, by which means, much 
is done to their. fliips, and loffe of feveral 
, and trade is obftrufted4 

It. Geo. Philips, Mr. HesiLwood, Mr.^CAsoN, 
Mors, Mr. YAXLt, and Mr. Willey, prove 
like. 

ir. Keebie, mafter of a fhip, proves, that hira- 
:h many other mafters of Ihips, namely, Mr* 
, &c. have made twelve voyages in the year, 
ey caft ballaft at Shields, within thefe twenty 
id doubts not, but by Gods bleffing, to make 

again, if the fliips be allowed to caft ballaft 
^hich may be done without hurt to the river, 
re fafety to fliips, and a great revenew to the 
; whereas now, being compelled up to New- 
oars, which hath fpoiled thfe river, they can- 
:e above four, five, or fix voyages in the year^ 

which is many thoufand pounds, per annum, 
the ftate, in cuftomc. 

Keeble. 

[ifnry Robinfon, upon his oath, faid, that be- 
ipelled, by the mayor and butgfeffes, up the 
• their ballaft^flioars, his fhip fet updn a fatid, 
te her kcelfon, to His great dafnage, and loflFe 
ye ; and that Mr. Cafon his fliip, fet upon the 
F' the Bill, and overfet, which coft him two 
1 and forty pound, the recovering of her a- 
efides the loffe of voyage. 

Thomas GosnaLj proves the.likc. 

M CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 



(a) »TnHOMAS CLIFFE, upon his oath, faid^ 
J|_ that in April, 1646, Arthur Lyme, matter 
of a (hip, being in the river of Tyne, his ffiip in greal 
diftreffe and danger pf finking, obtained the prefent 
help of three fhip carpenters, which were ready at 
hand, to fave his fhip from finking ; and becaufe they 
were not freemen, the mayor and burgefTes of New** 
caftle, fent down feveral carpenters, belonging toNew 
caftle, to force them from work, and carried them 
away to prifon, with the faid mafter, for fetting 
them on work, no tryall at law was had, or other 
offence committed. 

Tho. ChirFti 
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(a) bigs, upon bis oath, faid, that all 

the ground,* on both fides of the river of Tyne, to 
a full fea-mark,' is the right of the town of New-^ 
caftle, and belongs onely to the ftiayor ^nd burgefles, 
all the way from Sparhawk to Headwin ftreams, 
and that he knoweth the fame, by reafon he hath 
feen often the water-fergeant of Newcaftle, (by name 
Charles Mitford) arreft men, both mafters and 
others. This depofition was taken in behalf of 
Newcaftle, at Gates-head, in Jan. 1 649, in the fuit, 
between the town and Cliffe, and remains in the. 
exchequer* ,y 

' ■ ■ ' Bios* 



'*i4 



Some calls this alfo perjtiry, but it is left to iic 
judgement of the reader, in reading the next diepcv 
fition. See chap-^iS. (p.f.^y flat* 5. Eliz. 9.* 

(b) William 
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DEPOSITIONS. 83 

(b) William Gibfon, of Newcaftle, merchant, in 
Jan, 1649, at Gates-head, upon his oath, faid, that 

[ the ffTound, on both fides of the river of Tyne, from 
Sparhawk to Headwin ftreams, from a low water- 
mark, was not belonging to the town, nor maypr 
iind burgelfes of Newcaftle, but to the refpedive 
owners, in each county, adjoyning on the river, 
and that he knew the fame, by reafon of former 
trials, and fo adjudged; and that the town had 
only the arrefting upon the water, but not upon the 
land. See chap. 20. 

William Gibson. 

ft 

(c) Thomas Horth, of Lbndon, merchant, upon 
his oath, faid, that he had known the river of 
Tyne, above five and twenty yeers ; and that by 

I reafon of the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, 
I compelling all ihips with ballaft, to fail up the river, 
feven miles, to unload their ballaft, and out of keels, 
upon their own Ihoars, by ballaft, and other rubbifli 
failing in, hath fpoyled three parts of the river;* 
\irhereas within this twenty yeers, twenty fhips of 
the burden of two hundred tuns a piece, could have 
rid a floaty in moft roadrfteads in that river, || and 
now, not above four or five, at a low water-mark, 
by reafon they have fo little ground, that it is fo 
over full, and hilly with the ballaft, that the winds 
and rains, every time, doth wafh and blow great 
quantities oflF, into the river ; and that in one night, 
tiie Ihoar called the Bill-ballaft-key, brake down, 
and, at leaft, three thoufand tun of ballaft, fand, 
j; gravel, and ftqnes, fell down into the river,* and 
^ fiiey never knew any taken up. 

* Neither will the mayor and burgeffes fuffer the 

ers of grounds, adjoyning to the river, to a low 

.tcr mark, to build any wharfs, keys, or ballaft- 

s, though more convenient then any are, and 

old ferve for many years, without any prejudice 

be river, to unlade all ballaft at ; neither will 

. M 2 theyj^ 
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tbey, the faid owners, fell their grounds to the faid 
magiftrates, to be inflaved, by which means the 
nver is fpoyled. See flat 34. Hen. 8, 9. * 30. Ed. t. 
H See chap. 12. (6.) 14. (b.) 

Thomas Horth, George Philips, and 
Tho. Hasilwood, prove the like. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

(a)^ EORGE philips, captain, mailer of a 
VT ihip, of London, upon his oath, laid, that 
the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, is the catife^ 
of hindring a trade for coals, fait, &c. the greateft 
part of the winter feafon, to the great impoveriihing 
of the two counties, Northumberland, and Dur- 
ham, out of which all coals, fait, &c, comes, (none 
being to be had, nor ever was in Newcaftle) by 
reafon the aforefaid mayor, and burgefles having the 
pre-emption^ and will not let the right inheritors fell 
their own coals, to any fliips ; (b) nor fujQFer any of 
the owners to build ballaft-fhoars, upon their owa 
land, except they will fell it them; many of which 
places, neer untothe Shields, is farmore convenient, 
then any of thofe unlawful ihoars, belonging to 
themfelves, at, or neer Newcaftle, in the higheft part 
pf the river, which hath fo much fpoyled the laid 
river, efpecially a place called the Pace-land, that it 
is the fpoyi of many fhips, in fayling up and down, 
to caft out ballaft, and to take in coals, (c) That it 
muft be a good neap tyde, that there is above ten 
foot, and a half, at high water, and moft fhips draw 
twelve foot; alfo, where there hath lately been ;ten 
foot at low water, in a place called the Bill, there.is 
not now above eight foot, occafioned by the land, 
and ballaft falling off the towns ballaft-fhoars j (n) 

and 



aad that the river, ia the "winter, is often frozen^ 
below the to^wns ballaft (hoars, at the Bill, (but never 
lower) that no iliips can get up to unJade their 
ballaft, and take in coals, fait, &c. all fait being 
made at Shields, where the river is never frozen j 
b^t j^ll ihips reftrained from cafting ballaft there, 
thqagh there be more convenient places, and woul4 
ferve all fhips, to caft their ballaft, for above four^ 
fcore years, without any hurt to the river, or fhip- 
ping, (f ) and caufe them to make more voyages in 
Vhe ye^r. 

John ]VIqr55, Walter iKeeble, J^mes Shrive, 
Thomas Hesilwood, Rob. Swallow, George 
Hill, John Keeble, Henry Harrison, and 
many othermafteis of fliips, prove the like. 

(b) Thomas Hafihvood, of London, mafter of a 
fhip, upon his oath, faid, that all the ballaft-flioars 
^bove the BilUreach, have been the fpoyl, and mine 
of the river of lyne, and doth believe, that if no 
care be taken fpeedily therein, there will be .no 
navigable river, to the utter impoverifliing of thofe 
counties, and a great prejudice of the whole nation, 
the greateft part of navigation, in that river being 
fpoyled, as appears in mod road-fteads, in the faid 
river of Tyne, what with the ballaft .falling in, and 
fliips funk, that when, as within thefe twenty years, 
twenty fliips of the burden of two hundred tuns, 
could have rid afloat at low water, at St. Lawrence 
road-fl:ead, now not above three fliips of the fame 
burthen; at the Hands and Dents hole rpad-fte^ds, 
where twenty fliips of the fame burthen, now not 
above eight can ride afloat ; at St. Anthonies, where 
twenty of the lame burthen, now, not above three 
can ride afloat ; at the Bill road-ftead, where twenty 
of the fame burthen might have rid, now not above 
fix ; at the North road-ftead, where twenty fliips of the 
fame burthen could have rid afloat, now not above 
four J ^nd at the South road-ftead, where twelve 

fliips 
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fhjps of the fame burthen could have rid afloat, at 
low water, now not above three can ride j (b) and 
that within thefe few years, when fhips did caft 
ballaft at Shields, without the moleftation of the 
mayor and burgeffes, (hips made ten or twelve 
voyages in the yeer, whereas now, they can make 
but four or five voyages. See ftat. 34. Hen. 8. 9, 
33. Hen. 8. 5. 

Tho. Hasilwood, Rob. Yaxley, George 
Philips, Walter Keeble, and Henry 
Harrison, vnth many more mafters of fliips^ 
prove the like. 



CHAP. XXXVI, 

A. y^hn Hall, b. Ann Wallice, c. Thomas Rmter^ d^ 
Ann Cliff J E. Fre^ Carpenter ^ f. Cliffs man. 

(See plate i. fig. 2.) 

(a)TTENRY HARRISON, mafter of a fhip, up, 
j_ X 01^ bis oath, faid, that in April, 1646, a 
jfhip failing into Tiniuouth haveii, by ftorra, was caft 
upon the rock, near Tinmputh caftle; the mafter got 
aflioar with all expedition, and obtained the prefcot 
help of an antient fhip-carpenter, by name, Thomas 
CliflP, of North-Shields, with three of his men, to 
fave the faid fhip from pe^i{hi^g, which fhip had 
been quite loft, if the faid mafter fliould have run 
tc. Ncwcaftle, to have agreed with the free carpen- 
ters; . wiiofe excefEve rates* and demands, often fur- 
iiiv lints the value of the fhip in diftrefs, and their te- 
di< ufnefs, in coming and going that diftance, that of- 
tca the fliips in diftrefs are quite loft. 

(b) The 



DEPOSITIONS. 8/ 

(^fi)The faid Cliff, and his men, faved the ihip, and 
got her off, and brought her to the lower end of the 
North Shields, and laid her upon the fands to mend 
her, where the three carpenters were at work, aiid 
Ann, the wife of Thomas Cliff, and Ann Wallice, 
his daughter. Handing, (to fee their fervants work) 
near unto the (hip. , 

(c) The mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, fent 
Thomas Rutterj and John Hall, two fergeants, with 
Thomas Otway, Richard Toderick, and other free 
carpenters of Newcaftle, to Shields, to feize upon all 
the aforefaid workmen, for daring to fave any (hip 
from finking, in that river, with command to carry 
them to prifon. 

(d) The two women feeing their fervants trailing 
away, railed againfl their evil pradices, for which* 
Thomas Rutter, with a club, by feveral blows upon 
Ann Cliffs body, and head, knockt her dovm to the 
ground ; the other fergeant, John Hall, by feveral 
blows, with a rule or truncheon, broke Ann Wallice 
her arme, and then perceiving fouldiers coming from 
Tynmouth caftlc, both the faid fergeants fled to 
Newcaftle, where they were protefted from the hand 
of juftice. 

(e) The faid Ann Cliff was taken up, carried 
home, got to bed, and in a few weeks dyed* thereon, 
for which the laid Rutter was indited, and found by 
the jury, guilty, yet did not fuffer* The faid woman 
required her friends, as they would anfwer it at the 
iaft day, they fhould require her blood at the hands 
of Rutter, he being her death. The poor men kept 
in prifon,* and Cliff kept in fuit at law, for his 
working, by Newcaftle, and his men, and they forced 
to give bond never to work again. See chap. 25. 
(B)t ^9. (fi)> 30* (0> ^- Edw. 6. \%*. 

Henry Harrison, Thomas Cliff, and 
IJleanor Lounsdalk, all prove the like. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 

(A)npHOMAS SALKIELD, gent, upon bis oath^ 
X fj'^d, that he, being at Shields, in the county 
df Ndtthumberlarid, upon the two and twentieth day 
of May, 1653, ^^^ ^ great number of men, belonging 
to Newcaftle, with f\<rotds drawn, and piftols cockt, 
rUfho invironed a geiitleinan, who was peaceably in 
hh hbufe, and fhot at fame of the faid gentlemans 
fervants, alid beat his wife, and much blood was fpilt, 
they pretending they came by warrant j and produced 
a warrant from the mayor, Mr. William Dawfon, 
Mr. John Butler, flieriff of Newcaftle, to take him 
aiid carry him atv^ay to prif6n, under pretence of debt; 
but the fea-men got amoar, fell upon the faid Ncfw- 
caftle-meii, wounded and difarmed them, and reliev- 
ed the faid gentlemati. See ftat. 2. £dw. 3. 3. 4. 
Rich. 2. 37. Hen. 6i 

Tttd. Salkield, Lettice HtJME, Mart HtJMfii 

AND MANY OTHERS, PROVE THE SAME. 

(b) Thomas Salkield, gent, upon his oath, iaid,he 
knew a gentleman caft into Newcaftle prifon, iipon a 
bare arreft, in Aiiguft, 1652, and laid aftions' up- 
wards of nine hundred pounds, where twenty potmd 
could not be recovered ; and kept him lockt \rp ina 
prifon, from all comforts, in a tower, above ^6 foot 
high, being forced to evacuate in the fame room 
he hy, and eat his meat, by reafon he was locked 
from the houfe of eafement. 

(c) He offered good bayl, free-men of "Newcaftle, 
who were accepted, and entered in the book, and two 
dales after rafed out again, and he ftill kept there. 
He defired to be admitted to defend his own caufe, in 
their court, but they refufed it. 

(d) Defired to go with a keeper to counfel, which. 

was alfo denied ; his friends and fervants often not 

admitted to come to him. 

(e) Proffered. 
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(e) Proffered good bond to be a true prifoner, to 
the end he might have the benefit of the freffi aire, 
for prefervation of his health, but at the goalers houfe; 
which the fheriff granted, at the firft, but prefently 
after refufed, faying, that the mayor, aldermen, and 
himfelf had a meeting, and refolved, he fliould hzyt: 
no liberty, being an enemy againft their privileges. ^ 

(g) The faid gentleman offered them, that what 
any could recover againft him by law, they ihould 
have it without law. 

'(h) Conftrained to drink the goalers beer, not fit 
for mens bodies. 

(i) No tryal ever againft him ; they difobeyed two 
or three habeas corpufTes, which the fheriff received, 
and his fee, and was proffered to have their charges 
bom, but never returned them. 

(k) Refufed fubflantial bond, to appear at London, 
before the judges, and* after five months imprifon- 
ment, he brake prifon, in February following. 

(l) And he further affirms, that upon the third of 
February, 1652, one John Cuthbertfon, being im- 
prifoned, upon an adtion of 5I. debt, but no tryal ever 
bad againft him, for the fame, was upon this gentle- 
mans getting away, caft vinto the dungeon, by the . 
command of the magiflrates of Newcaftle, where they 
laid fetters of iron upon him, to force a confefEon 
from him, whether he did not help the faid gentle- 
tazn out ; where he lay upon the cold earth, without 
rither bed, ftraw, or any other thing to keep him 
warm, or firing, and fed him onely with bread and 
water, and fufed comfortable fubfiftahce to ht brought 
"unto him. 

(m) The poor man being not worth, in the whole 
world, forty fhillings, and two childrea a begging, 
and himfelf kept in prifon, after this impreffioi), beg- 
ging for food. 

(n) And that he was certainly informed, that fome 
of the officers of Newcaftle, had counterfeited a letter, 
and fet the gentlemans name to it, and read it to the 

N faid 
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faid prifpner, thereby perfwading him to confefs he 
helped him out of prifon. See ftat. 23. Hen. 6. 10* 
I. E^w. I. 15. See chap. 41. 

Tho;^as SAhKSiu>4 

Hornes Mirror faith, it is an abufe, that prifpnen 
be charged with irons, before they be attainted, c^p, 
8. feft. I. 2 Edw. 3. 10. I. Edw. 3. 10. . 

Bra^on faith, tp lay a man in chains is againft the 
law, for a prifon is to keep, not to punilh. 

-And it is commanded by the law, that neither fc- 
, Ion, nor trefpaffer be punilhed, nor torrpented^ in pfi* 

fon, fo. 1 1 . 1 7. . 

Fleta faith, it is lawful for Iheriffs to keep prifpnq:^ 
in prifon, but not to punifli them, biit kei^p thpm^ 
&c. 33. Hen. I. P. Inft. 54. See chap. 41. (a). 



CHAP. XXXVIIL 

(a)T>ALPH TAYLER, publick notary, and 
JLV fteward to ihe carpenters of Newcaftk, up- 
on his oath, at Gateflieqd, in January, 1649, fei^» 
that the mayor and burgeffes of Newcaftle, did fue,t 
imprifon,* and fine,*. Robert Jphnfon, Alencander 
Hearon, and William Portice, of the tp'wn of Gatcf- 
head; JohnHubbert, of South-Shields, and Job» 
Readhead, only fpr working upon fhips, in the. m^ 
of Tyne, being carpenters, and made them to pay 
their fines, impofed upp^ them, by the mayor, and 
burgeffes. See ftat. 2. Edw. 3. 6. 28. Edw. 3. 3.* 
9. Hen. 3.. 39.^ 43- Eii?* 2.^ 

Ralph Tayler, and M^ch. Bonner, prov^ the like* 

(b) Michae,l Bonner, merchant, and water-fergeant 
of Newcaftle, at the fame time, upon his oath, laid^ 
that the mayor and burg^ifes of Newcaftlej; arrefted 

and 
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* 

and imprifoned, and fet a fine, upon one John Hard- 
caftle, a carpenter, for working upon a Ihip, in the 
river of Tyne^ he not being a freeman of that corpo- 
ration, and made him enter into a bond of lodl. in 
May, 1648, never to work upon his trade again, and 
maae him pay his fine. j^^^^^^^ 3^^^^^ 

(c) John Hall, upon his oath,faid, that the mayor, 

and burgefle;^ of Newcaftle, did arreft, imprifon, fined, 

fued, and forced bonds, from one Richard Tayler, 

Henry Atchcfon, and Robert Lambert, fmiths, whofe 

wives and families inhabits, at North- Shields, in the 

county of Northumberland, and Thomas Brocl5;et, of 

6atemead, in the county of Durham, fm^ith, for no 

other offence than for working upon their lawful! 

trades, where they dwell ; Tayler and Brocket flood 

out fuit, Atchefon entered into bond, never to work 

upon his trade, to the fhips on the the river, and 

Lambert kept in prifon, till almoft flarved,* his wife 

and fix fmall children begging for food. See ftat, 

o. Hen. ?. 29.* 43 Eliz. 2, . __ 

^ ^ ^ ^-j John Hall. 

(p) Ralph Bowes, of Newcaftle, late bui^efe, but 
disn'anchized, upon his oath, faid, in Jstnuary, 1649, 
that, formerly, he had fe^n an antient writing, be^ 
hmging to the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, 
porpotting, that it was unlav^ful for any triadefmeii 
to work, or live in any port, adjoyning to the river 
of Tyne, but onely at the to\Vn afofefaid, and that 
the mayor and burgeffes, have had the pUniQiirig of 
all fuch as did work, ^s alfq the qorreftion thereof, 
in that p6ft, &c. t^ o 

* Ralph Bowes. 

It is pitty this gentleman is not reftored to his free- 
dpm again, for this his great difcovery. Surely this 
faid writing was made by the corporation themfel- 
yj», it was fb coifciencioufly drawn, it having fo 
^""'' 'fegai-d to the weal of the piiblick, 

N ^ CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 



D. The mayor and witneffes. c. The mafter fwearing^ 

A. The majler cutting a purfe. B» 7 he darks telling 

the mony. To /wear againji themfelvesj to be imfrim 

foned^ to cut a purfe^ to pay a fine ^ are four pimjbr 

mentsfor one cffence. • • 

(See plate 2. fig. i.) 

(a)T^HOMAS HASILWOOD, of London, 
X mailer of a fhip, upon his oath^ faid, that 
ail maftcts of fhips, which fayleth into the river of 
Tyne, for coals, fait, &c. the mayor, and burgeffes 
of Newcaftle, compels them to * fwear againft tnem* 
felves, whether they did not caft ballaft at fea, be- 
tween Sowter and Hartly, or within fourteen fathom 
water, to the hurt of the faid river of Tyne, anJ 
when the faid mafter hath fworn the truth, that he 
did not, then a poor drunken filher-man, or other, is 
called into the town chamber, and maketh oath, that 
the mafter did caft ballaft, when in truth he did not, 
he having part of the fine for the fame. 

(fi) Then the mafters oath is invalid, and laid * 
afide,* and forthwith is commanded to pay a fine of 
five pounds, or elfe to cut a purfe, which hangsupiB. 
the town-chamber, with fand and money in it, jtstky 
fo much as is therein, he muft pay, or is fent to pni^' 
fon, and there to lye till he doth pay it. See cbaf^-'i 
14, (f)* 12, 5. 17. k. Charles, (19, Hen. 7. 7.)» J^\ 

Tho. HASILWOOD, John Lockwood. wi£: 
Sam. James, mafters of ihips, profcu^ 
like. Read thefe ftatutes. 

(c) Thomas Bradford, of Lyn, affirms, that in, or 
about the year, 1652, the mayor, and burgefles' of 
Newcaftle, compelled one Richard Neiling, mafter of 

aiUp, 



eimi a.f^l.pagr gt . 




fiy/I. Set pagt u 




DEFOSITIONS. 93 

I fliip, to cut a purfe,* hanging up in the town-cham* 
ber, with monies in it, and paid money for fo doing. 
See chap. 12. (5) flat. 8. Eliz. 4.* 

Tho, Bradford. 

(d) In Spain, if any pcrfon do inform againll 
another, let the fuggeftion be what it will, and the 
information never fo falfe, the party * informed 
againft, is fent to prifon, and there kept, till he do 
confefs that it is truth, and thereupon is lead to the 
ftake, and executed. 

(e) Ihe heathen kings, when they condemn a 
perfon, to dye for any offence, firft fends him a pair 
of fcales, and a weight; if the malefaftor fends him 
fo much gold, as the weight weigheth, is faved, 
otherwife not. 

(f) The Star-chamber praftice was to put a man 
to his oath, to betray himfelf, and coufeffe as much 
as he pleafed, and then other witneffes were brought 
in againft him, as that of the lord Bucan, and the 
warden of the Fleet, upon a, complaint made againft 
the warden, in the Star-chamber, &c. See flat. 
17. Carol. 



CHAP. XL. 

(a)TOHN HARRISON, of London, upon his 
J oath, faid, that all mafters of (hips, belonging 
to the coal trade, at Newcaftle, are compelled to 
fwear how many coals, and chaldrons, they have 
aboard their (hips, at Newcaftle, when they are 
loaden, which is impoffible to fwear, by reafon 
they buy their coals by weight, and often . the 
mafters occaiions draws them afide, fo are not then 
fi^oard, when the coals are fhipped, but trufts to 

hiSt 
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kis, 6r theif mates j and often thd coal boat, hath 
much water, which weighs heavy, alfo great ilore 
of flates, and other rubbifli; aiid often the fliipS? 
are loaden in the night, fo that this oath, is a great 
vexation to their fpirits, and difquieting thereof; 
and conceives that never a time, a mauer fwears, 
but he is perjured, and often deceived by the keekr 
men in the nayles. 

Capt. Jam£s Greenway, proves the like* 

(b) The oath, ex officio. No man is bound by 
the law of God, or laws of the land of England, to 
betray himfelf, in eriminaJibus, licet in contraflibtUt 
not in criminal offences, but in contrads and bar^f 
gains, it may be whether he did make the contrad 
or bargain, in queftion, but never ufed to a male* 
fe£tor, for if witneffes do not come in againft him, 
he is cleared by law, and not put to his oath, ta 
accufe himielf. 

(c) Many are conftrait>ed to take an oath, de rebus 
ipiotisy to anfwer to they know not to what, but 
Gods command is, fwear not at all. 

(d) Query, whether it be lawful for one to fwear, 
being forced ? 

(e) The anfwer. Magiftrates may inipofe an oath, 
with thefe three limitations; firft, if the thing be 
weighty ; fecondly, if otherwife it cannot be known; 
thirdly, if it be not a fnare to catch a mans felf, or 
trick to .make him accufe himfelf ; fecondly, ma-? 
filtrates (hould be very wary, how they inforce, or 
conftrain men to fwear, becaufe they offeii thereby 
add fuel unto the fir€ of Gods wrath* by miking 
men forfwear th.emfelves, and therefore it t^^ere 
better to loofe the thing in queftiort, than hafeai-d 
the lofs of a brothers foul, by making him perptt 
himfelf. Paul would rather chufe neVer to eat flelh, 
than to offend his weak brother. 

(g) If ye believe hihi when he fweafs, why ri'6( 
upon a fol^mn prot^ftatiqn ? It Ihotild be conlidererfi 

whethw 
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whether fuch as iMo be put to his oath, fears God^ 
then he dares no more lye th^n forfwe^r hiipfeiif, 
and if he fear not God, how wiU be fear to forfwe^jT 
himfelf? 

(h) Th^ praftice in Newcaftle is worfe, for npt- 
withftapding a man is put to his o^th, againft hivfi^ 
felf, it will not ftand^ but anotther }s caUed in^ t9 
fwear point blanck againft what he had fworn* 



CHAP- XLL 

(A)\TiriLLU]VI WNG, mafter of ^ (hip, of 
VV Ipfwich, ypon hi3 o^th, faic|, that Henry 
Truelove, mafter of a fl^ip, with himfelf, did caft 
t][ieir ballaft, at Shields, upon a fufficient: (ho^r, with- 
9Ut ^y harm tp the river, fpr which, (b) the mayor, 
and burgefTes of ^ewcaftle, arrefted th^m both) and 
4et<^ined them, til} they did pay im pounds fine, for 
this offence^ as they called it, 

(c) He, this depopent, ivith Mr. Truelove, ten- 
dered fufticient bail, freemen*, to ai^fwer the great 
counqil, pr the commo^ law, for any thing that th^y 
hafldpne; this they could not deny by their power, 
P. 1 7. ti. y. (p) but the mayor and aldermen, fliarply 
reproved the bondfmen, for daring to offer theni- 
felves as bail, and told to him, this deponent, and Mr. 
Truelove, that for a great council there was none, 
and for the common law, that they had within th^m- 
felves, and nec4pd not tp yeeld to any other court, 
and that to prifon they fhould go, and lye and rot, 
till they had paid the fine. P. 17. N. 7. 

And then caft them both, into their ft inking com- 
mon goal, where onely a wall parted them, and fuch 
as had the plague, where they lay, in that fad and 
miferable condition, in hazard of their lives, (g) 
aiid was forced to pay the faid ten pounds, and all 

charges. 
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charges^ befides the lofs of their voyage, which amount 
ted to above Sol. to their owners, (h) * There was 
no tryal at law, nor any other oflFence committed, but 
they could get no right, by reafon they were to have 
the fines, and being judges, jurors, and witneff^s, in 
their own court, and for their own benefits. See ftat. 
II. R. 2. 9. (a), fee chap. 18. (c), 23. Hen. 6. 10. 
See chap. 37. (d), 28. Edw. 3. 3. (f), i. Rich. 2. 

William Ling, and Henrt TruelotEi 
fwears the like. 

(b) Jofeph Prieftly, with John Walker, the mini- 
fter of Jarrow, and twelve more, upon a tryal, at Dur* 
ham affizes, between the dean and chapters, plaintifli, 
againft Thomas Talbot, and Richard Allen, gent, 
concerning the right of Jarrow* Slike, which by vcr- 
diOi was given to the defendants, upon their oatbes, 
faid, that they knew Jarrow Slike, by eftimation three 
hundred acres, where a wall was building, to have it 
a ballaft-flioar, for the good of fhips and river, 22. 
Feb. 1638, by Ling arid Truelove, and that the 
ballad which was caft thereon, was caft without any 
prejudice to the river, and there lay fafe and fad, and 
that neither the wind could ever blow it oflF, nor the 
rain, nor waves could wafli it into the river. Sec 
chap. 34. (a.d).* 

Joseph Priestly, John WALKEii 

How long will yee give wrong judgement, to ac- 
cept the perfon^of the ungodly? Pfa. 82. 2. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLII. 

(a)^APTAIN ROBERT WYARD, of Loadon, 
\^ upon his oarh, faid, that he, with his fliip, 
being in the river of Tyne, at Newcaftle, in Nov. 
1649, where one of his fhlps company (it feems) 
did caft two or three ftraw mats, out of one of his 
Clips port-holes, yet, to this deponents unknowledge, 
which could do no harm to the river, by reafon of 
its fwiming to fea* ; but one Edward Green, and « j^ ^^^^^ ^^ 

one Wilkinfon, two free-men of Newcaftle, noharmtoihe 

ftanding a quarter of a mile from the fhip, upon the river, other 
land, made oath, at Newcaftle, that this deponent than endanger 
caft out ballafl: into the river, to the Prejudice '^^'j^f^^^^^^^ 
thereof. ' ' 

(b) Whereupon the mayor, and burgeffes of New- || Yet the lol. 
caftle feized him, and fined him twenty pounds || for didnotcleanle 
the fame, and conftrained him to pay ten pound of ^"^^^'^^ ^"^" 
it, and ten pound to Green, and eight pounds to 
Wilkinfon, and twenty four pounds more the fuit 

cofl: him, b(^ing fined by. them, for faying they w^re 
forfworn, to fay he caft: ballaft into the river, when 
he neither did, nor was out of his cabin when the 
mats were caft in. 

Robert Wyard. *i.Tiro.6.io. ' 

(c) And further faith, that the mayor, and bur- 
geffes, were plaintiffs, judges, jurors, and witneffes in 
this caufe, of their own fines. See chap* 11. (e), 
flat. 5. Eliz. 9. 

If thefe men be fined fo high, for fo fmall an of- 
fence, and that ignorantly, what muft thole men 
that have offended arroganlly and knowingly, a 
thoufand times more ? Thomas Peach, mafter of the 
Ann Speedwel, of Ipfwich, who, by ftorm, was caft 
upon the rocks, near I'inmouth caftle, and for cait- 
mghis ballaft over-board, to fave his Ihip, was fined 
by the mayor and burgcfles. 

O Mr. 
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Mr. James Talbot, for his men fweeping the bini 
of his fhip, where there could not lie above one 
Ihovel full of ballaft, was fined five pounds, and laid 
it down ; fome they took, and fome they returned to 
him again. 



C H A P. XLIII. 

(a)TWTICHOLAS PYE, of London, creup, upon 
X^ his oath, faid, that Mr. Thomas Partridge, 
of Gatefhead, niafter, being loaded at Ncwcaftle, by 
Thomas Read, Fitter, with bad and unmerchantable 
coals, which he had fold for good coals, to Mr. Clark, 
of London, and M. Otridge, M. Godfrey, M. Har- 
rifon, and others, at the rate of 3tl. the fcore, but 
proving fo bad, that he was threatened to be fued, 
by the faid gentlemen that bought them, and was 
conftrained to compound for the fame, and loft 61. in 
every fcore, and that he hath known much bad 
coals, which the freemen of Newcaftle forceth 
mafters of fhips to take, to the great lofs on aH 
hands. 

Nicholas Pyb- 

Pray look into the tenth year of king James, what 
punifhment hath been for the fame, formerly. 

The faid Thomas Read, did give 20I. as part of 
fatisfaftion, to the faid Mr. Tho. Partridge, the 
xnafter, and in confideration of his great wrong, 
&c.' 

(b) Captain Gregory Butler, captain of a man of 
' war, for the parliament, upon his oath, faid, that 
in April, 1650, he, this deponent, wanting feme 
ballaft for his fliips ufe, being at Shields, required a 
mafter of a (hip, of Yarmouth, to caft his ballaft 
into his fhip, for the ftates ufe, which the faid mafter 

did 



DEPOSITIONS. 99 

did with much care, and no prejudice to the river, 
(C) for which the mayor, and burgefles of New- 
caftle, refufed to fuflfer any coals to be laid on 
board of his fhip, till he paid 5I. fine, for this con^ 
tempt, and forced him to pay a fine, and .to pay 
eight pence, for every tun of ballad (befides) com-- 
puting it to 48 tun, and then, and not before, he 
could get any coals. See chap. 44. 

Gregory Butler. 

Thomas Partridge, mafter, affirms, that Mr. al- 
derman Samuel Rawling, forced him to pay for 80 
tuns of ballaft, when he carryed but 42 tun. Every 
freeman pays fix pence the tun, and un-freeman pays 
eight pence. There is no warrant to demand any 

fuch fum. rj. T> 

I , IHOMAS Partridge. 

. (d) Richard Leaver, of Ipfwich, mafler of a fhip, 
upon his oath, faid, that for his calling out ballaft, 
at Shields, upon a more convenient fhoar, than a,ny 
was at Newcaftle, and without any hurt to the river, 
went to Newcaftle, to the coal fitter, to be laden, 
but could get iione, by reafon of a combination of 
the free hoafl-men, who had made a new ot^dinance* . 
amongft themfelves, in the free hoafl-mens court, 
that who fhould dare to fell a coal to any fuch 
mafler of a fhip, as did not cafl ballafl upon tjie 
town fhoars, fhould forfeit twenty pound a time, 

(e) Upon which, this deponent waited above ten 
dayes, and could not get coals for money, but 'at laft 
prevailed, with one ot the fitters of coals at New- 
caflle, by promifing him to fave him harmlefffe, and 
he would load him, which was done, for which the 
faid mayor and burgefles, cafl the faid fitter into 
prifon, whqre he lay, till a fine of five pound was paid 
for his ranfome, with other charges, which he, this 
deponent, was forced to pay, befides lofTe of his 
voyage. This was without any triall at law, &c. (See 
ig. Hen. 7. 7.*) 28, Ed. 3. 3. 

Rich. Leaveii, 
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C II A P. XLIV. 

(a)|3ICH. leaver, of Ipfvvicb, mailer of a 
JfV fhip, upon his oath, faid, that for the oriy 
gain and advantage of fonie aldtrmen, and a few 
other private perfons, of the town of Newcaitle, oo 
mafters of fhips can be tollerated to caft ballaft, in 
any part, but at their ballaft-lhoars, which is un- 
lawfulj and very prejudicial to the river and trade, 
and mutt often pay for eighty tun of ballaft,* when 
indeed there is but forty to be paid for, (b) and do 
hinder all coals from being fold, to any ftiip which 
do caft ballaft at Shields, upon as fufficient ftioars, 
and better than the other, both for the good of the 
river, and leffe hurt to ftiips, and more voyages 
made in the year; (c) alfo, that the mayor and 
burgeffes, do prohibit all the coal-owners, in both 
counties of Northumberland, and Durham, for fel- 
ling their own coals, it tending to the faid owners 
utter undoing, and the caufe of many voyages loft in 
the year, to the great prejudice of the poor, and 
much Icffe to the ftate, (d) and that there. is more 
convenient places, to build ballaft -flioars, which will 
laft, for hundreds of years, without hurt to the 
river, at, and neer Shields, then where they are at 
prefent. See chap, 43. See the following depofi* 
tion, 

Richard Leaver. 

Capt, Butler, Samuel James, Capt» Philips, 
and Jhremiah Low, proves the like. 

(e) Thomas Cartwright, of Lyn, merchant, upon 
his oath, faid, that by reafon all coals are ingroffed, 
and fold by the free-men, the mayor, and burgeffes 
of Newcaftle, onely tends to the great impoverifc- 
ment of the coal owners of the two counties, where 
all the coals are, 

(f) Alfo, 
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(f) Alfo, that It is the caufe of the high and ex- 
ceflive rates of coals, at London, and fea-coafts, and 
loflTe to the mafters, feveral voyages in the year. 

(g) And to the ftate likewife, in cuftomes of the 
three fliillings per chalder. 

(h) And that he hath known many fhips, denied 
to be laden with coals, only for cafting ballaft at 
Shields, to their extraordinary lofle, which is the 
caufe of coals being fold the dearer, they ftaying fo 
long for them. 

(i) And that the faid mayor and burgeffes, being 
the fole caufe hereof, and likewife engrofle all pro- 
vifions coming in by fea, and fets their own rates 
thereon, and takes exceffive *towl, one peck of 
every grain of corn. See ftat. 22. Hen. 8. 8.*. 
See' chap. 44. (c), (a). 

Tho. Cartwright, Mr. Symonds, and 
WiL. Reavely, proves the like. 

1. The pre-emption of tyn, foap, fait, cards, &c. 
was adjudged grievous, and why not coals, which is 
of as great ufe, nay more, as appears by ordinance 
of parliament, 1640; (a) alfo, they were damned by 
the judgement of the fage judges, in Sergeants-inn, 
upon a conference then had, before that parliament 
began, as being repugnant to the law. 

2. And why a monopoly of coals, more upon the 
owners, then on any thing elfe in England? and 
more of them to be inflaved then any other people 
of England ? I appeal to God, the whole world, as 
alfo to the coal-engroffers themfelves, whether it be 
juft? &c. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLV. 



(A)in|ECEMBER, 1653, a charge was exhU 
X^ bited, to the committee for infpeftions, 
and advance of cuftomes, againft Mr. George Daw- 
fon, coll^ftor of the cuftomes of Newcaltle, the 
contems being as follows, viz. 

(b) That the ftate hath been, and is much 
wronged in their cuftomes in that port, by reafon 
fome of the faid cuftomers, are traders, merchants, 
&c. and many ftjips vexalioufly troubled without 
juft caufe, onely by reafon they buy not their coals 
from them, and ordinarily give coals, for reparation, 
cuftome-free, as alfo, a fecond charge isxhibited 
to the commiflioners of cuftomes, not doubting but 
to receive juftice at either place j here follows the 
depofition, viz, 

(c) Jonas Cudworth, of Newcaftle upon Tyne, 
draper, upon his oath,* in December laft, faid, 
that Mr. George Dawfon of Newcaftle, coUeftor of 
the cuftomes, in the fame port, did exercife the trade 

♦Coalingrof- of a free hoaftTinan, * in the year 1651, and imploy- 
'^'^* ed for his fitter, one Tho. Read, who loaded feveral 

veflfels with coals, and cleared them in the name of 

the faid Mr. Dawfon. 

(d) And in the year aforefaid, one John Grip, 
mafter of a hoy, belonging t6 Hamborough, was 
laden with coals, by the faid Thomas Read, and 
information being by this deponent, to the fuvveyor 
of the faid port, by name, Mr. Meriton, that th^ faid 
Grip had ftiipped a great quantity of coals more, 
then he had cleared for, and paid the duty of 
cuftomes, the faid Mr. Meriton had acquainted the 
faid George Dawfon herewith, after which, notwith- 
ftanding information was made, and feizure alfo 
fhould have been made, he the faid George Daw- 
fon did admit of a poft entry of a fmall quantity of 
the faid coals, and after cocket granted, and did not • 

pnlQa4 
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Unload the faid veffel, to difcover the fraud, and 
feize the fame. 

(e) This deponent further fald, that about the 
fame time, the faid George D^wfon did unload, 
another veffel, belonging to Peter Hofman, of 
Dantaick, to his great damage, before any cocket 
granted, and refufed to let any entry be made^ 
though offer-ed, before full loading, and for repara-* 
tion thereof, he gave to the faid mailer, four chalder 
of coals, cuftome free, and the faid mafter, George 
Dawfon, had, and hath parts of fhips, * and trades 
over fea with coals. (See flat. 3. Hen. 7. 7,*) 14. 
Rich. 2. 10. 

Jonas Cudworth. 

(f) Thefe are humbly to certifie, that David Lin- 
diman, mafter of a fhip, called the Fortune, of Statin, 
did load his (hip with coals, in the faid port of New* 
caftle upon Tyne, and cleared in the cuftome-houfe, 
for three fcore and twelve chalder of coals, and that 
Jonas Cudworth, of this town; came and told me, 
that the ftate was wronged of cuftome, for forty chal- 
dron of coals, in that fhip, and gave the napies of 
the mafters of keels, or boats, that laid the coals a- 
board, and requefted they might be fworn, which was 
done, and the information found true. The faid Mr. 
Lindiman did pay for forty chalder of coals, more 
then he had entered for in the cufto;Tie-houfe, which 
cuftome amounted to fifty and odde pounds, all which, 
I humbly conceive, the ftate had been defrauded* of, 
if the faid Jonas Cudworth had not informed thereof. 
See ftat. 11. Hen. 6. 15. 

Tho. Meriton, furveyor. 

•Newcaftle upon Tyne, 23. of March, 1643. 
It is the old proverb,/c/a/ birds bewrayes their own nsjh 

If one ftiip could cheat the ftate, fo much as fifty 
odd pounds cuftomcj what do hundreds of fliips do ? 

See chap 46. (b.)- 

CHAP. 



104 DEPOSITIONS. 



CHAP. XLVL 



(A)f^ EORGE PHILIPS, of London, maftef, 
Vjr and captain of a fliip,' upon his oath, faid, 
that for his carting ballaft, at Shields, upon as fuffi- 
cient ballaft-flioars as any can be, could not obtain 
his loading of coals, for doing thereof, being denied 
by the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, and lay 
five weeks for the fame, and at laft obtained favor 
from one Major Tolburft, and Mr. Readnal, to fur- 
nifli him with keels or lighters, to fetch fuch coals as 
he could procure, and when he had loaded his fliip, 
Mr. George Dawfon, colleftor of the cuftome-houfe, 
and * officer of the corporation of Newcaftle, foine- 
times mayor, alderman, juftice of peace, and mer- 
chant, and Mr. George Blackftone, cheque of the 
cuftome-houfe, ifTued out a warrant, under the town- 
feal, and cuftome-houfe-feal, to feize his Ihip and 
coals, upon the 19. of April, 1651, which warrant is 
extant amongft the records at White-hall. See ftat. 
3. Hen. 7. 7.* II. Hen. 6. 15. 

George Philips. 

(B)Coales, the chalder, at Newcaftle, doth coft the 
mafters of ftiips, ten ftiilHngs the chalder, Newcaftle 
meafure, and one flitiliiiig cuftome, ordained by queen 
Elizabeth. 

For all coals, carried beyond fea, by any Englifli- 
man, pays by the chalder, for coals and cuuom'e, 
eleven fl^illings four pence, as by an aft of parliament, 
of the 28. of March, 1 65 1 , appears. 

For all coals, carried by any ftranger, pnyes the 
chalder double, being for cuftome per chalder, two 
and twenty fliillings eight pence, and argiere duties, 
&c. in all fix and twenty flullings and ten pence, cuf- 
tome, befides the price of coals and fraught. 

For all coals at the market, in every port, two kil- 
lings per chalder, excife, towards building of frfgots. 

And 
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And for all coals, fold by the tun, one fhilling per 
:un, and for all fcotch coals, two (hillings fixpence 
per tun. 

(c) And yetj notwithftanding thefe impofitions, 
coals might be fold for twenty (hillings the chalder, 
all the year long, at London, with greater gain to the 
mafters aiid feamen, if ballaft (hoars were at, or neer 
the Shields. 

(d) Provifions for the relief of the multitude of 
Ihippingi above niiie hundred fail, and the inhabitants 
there. 

(fi) Coals to be bought from the fifft hand, then 
there might be as many more voyages in the year, as 
now they make^ 

(f) The matters of (liips, defires onely their due 
meafure, and then they woilld not regard the odd 
chalder given to the fcore, all which they are debar- 
red of, moft unjuftly, for commonly where (hips 
takes in at Newcaftle, one hundred thirty fix chalder 
of coals^ and expefts 10 make at London, two hun- 
dred and feventeen, or elfe lofeth, befides having bad 
coals a long voyage ; there are computed three hun- 
dred and twenty coal keels, alias lighters,, and every 
keel accounts to have carried every year, eight hun- 
dred chalder of coals to (hips ; then judge how many 
thoufand London chalder is carried away. See chap. 

John Wrenha^j^ 
Robert Reex. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 



People robbed in the open market^ and others^ ihely 
pajfing through Newcajlle. a. c. e. Three NeW' 
cajile-men. b. Ifabel Orde. d. John William/on. 

(See plate 2. fig. 2.) 

(a)T? LIZABETH LUMSDEL, upon her oath, 
Tj faith, that one John Williamfons wife, aad 
fervants, having bought forty pounds worth of to- 
bacco, (who dwelt at Braughton, in the county of 
Cumberland,) which faid tobacco, all duties of ex- 
cife, cuftome, or toul ,were paid, and carrying the 
fame through Newcaftle, towards Carlifle-market, 
one Mr. Huntley, and Mr. Stranguage, merchants, 
made * a feizure of the faid tobacco and horfes, by 
order from the magiftrates, pretending it were foreign 
bought, and foreign fold, • and therefore confifcate 
to their ufe. The poor people petitioned fir Arthur 
Heiflerigge for the fame, who interceded hard with 
them for the reftauration thereof, but it was refufed, 
yet they, fearing fir Arthurs difpleafure, fold the to- 
bacco for thirty pound, and reftored to the poor 
owner but fifteen pounds thereof. 

(b) This deponent further affirms, upon her oath, 
that about the fame time, one Ifabel, wife to Henry 
Orde, fitting in open market, felling a role of tobacco, 
who had paid all duties, the faid Mr. Huntley, and 
Mr. Stranguage, made * feizure, by ftrong hand, of 
the faid tobacco from the poor woman, and would 
not acquaint them with the reafon, whereupon, .in 
paffion, fhe called them robbing rafcals, for which 
they fued her poor hufband, in their own court, and 
put him to great expences ; flie, this deponent, with 
the faid Ifabel, hard petitioned judge Thorp for her j 
tobacco, who fent for the two merchants, and de- 
manded the reafon of their taking away the poor 

womans 
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womans tobacco In the open market, who produced 
a warrant from the mayor, who Hkewife was fent for, 
by name Mr. William Dawfon; the judge demanded 
of him, by what power he durfl: rob people in the 
market, who replyed, foreign bought, and foreign 
fold, my lord, but command was given by the faid 
judge to reftore the fame, but after departure it was 
not; then the judge granted a warrant for reftoring 
the fame upon his going away, and when it was 
(hewed the mayor, he fnatched it and put it up into 
his pocket, and would not reftore the faid tobacco, 
but fleighted the faid warrant. See flat. * 3. Ed. i. 
24. II. Ric. 2. 7. 27. Ed. I. s. 6, Ed. 6. 9. See 
chap. 49. 51. 

Eliz. Lumsdel. 




CHAP. XLVIII. 

ETTICE HUME, upon her oath, faid, that 
no viftual or other provifions, coming in by 
fea, for the relief of Northumberland, or county of 
Durham, is permitted to be fold at Shields, but all is 
compelled to Newcaftle by the magiftirates, and there 
mgtofled after three market dayes, Tuefday, Satur-» 
day, and Tuefday, and payes double tole, * in and 
out, and pays double rates for the fame, and that fhe 
hath often known boats, and provifions, caft away, 
and peoples lives, in going ind returning from 
Shields to Newcaftle, in ftormy weather, too and from 
the market ; namely, one William Rea, with others, 
in the year 1650, at the fame time, and before, nor 
never any coroner fate upon any of the dead bodies, 
nor young Mr. Snape, &c. and that greater rates are 
given for provifions, being bought up by the townf- 
Wen, than might be had at the firft: hand. See chap. 1 1 • 

P« (H), 
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(h), 44. (i), 49. (c), * flat, 3. Ed. I. 20. 23. 

* 

■ 

Mary Hume, Lettice Hume, proves the like, 



Ed. 3. 6. * 



(B)Mr. Richard Blewet, brother to cojnmiffary 
Blewet, afHrms, that in, or about the year 1649, H^ 
was at fixteen fhilllngs the bowl, in Newcaftle, none 
to be got for the poor, but from the merchant who 
had bought it all up, that the poor being in. great 
,want, fir Arthur Haflerigge caufed the faid commiff 
fary, to lay out a thoufand pounds of the publick ftock 
upon rye, from the firft fhips that came, and to fell 
it for the relief of thp poor, four fliillings under the 
market, which was dbnc. 

(b) The merchants of Newcaftle, proffered to hi§ 
faid brother, the market price for all the corn he bad 
bought, which was fixteen fnillings the bowl, when 
they faw the faid commiflTary fell, for eleven fhilling§ 
per bowl to the poor, and the commiffary wasagreat 
gainer at eleven fhiliings, and paid as much as the 
merchant. 

(c) And by reafon the faid commifiary did refufe, 
fomc of them threatened, if ten thoufan^ pounds 
would break his back in fuit, for -daring to fell com 
in their town, he not being a free-man, it fliould. 
This information I had from Mr. Blewet, who will 
make it good upon his oath, when called, and from 
Mr. Nich. Ogle. They will neither doe good, nor 
fuffer good to be done, much like the dog in a man- 
ger. See flat. 5. 6. Edw. 6. 14. 23. Edw. 3. 6, 
c. Edw. 6. 15. 5. Eliz. 12. 



CHAP. XLIX. 

(^O-T^TILLIAM REAVELY, of Lyn, mafterof 
VV ^ fl'^iP' upon his oath, faid, that by reafon 
of the iliips not cafting ballafi: at Shields, above foufi 
if not five voyages, are loft in the year compleat. 
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(b) That all provlfions brought in by fea, are com- 
pelled up to Newcaftle, and there ingrofled into the 
free-mens hands ; people often going to market have 
loft their lives, and many ftarved to death in the two 
counties, which cannot get to Newcaftle market, in 
the winter feafon, by reafon of the great ftorms of 
fnows, and the river frozen, and no market allowed 
for the counties relief at Shields, where many thou- 
fand of p^iffengers, fea-men, and inhabitants are, be- 
ing twelve miles from any market in the fame 
ceunty. 

(c) That he, this deponent, and (hips company^ 
hath often been con ilraincd to go to fca, without bread 
or beer, none b^cing to be got at Shields on a fudden, 
and have drunk water for above five daies, which 
hath fo weakened his men, thut they were in great 
danger of their lives, and that from Newcaftle, they 
often fend down dead beer, and the eafks, but half, or 
three parts full, from the brewers of the faid town, 
and bread wanting above two pence weight in the 
Ihilling, and not looked after by the magiftrates. 

(d) That they the faid mayor, and burgefles of 
Newcaftle, aforefaid, did ruin one Mr. Johnfon, and 
Mr. Hilton, for brewing at Shields, for the relief of 
the fhips, and that they rooked from him, this depo-r 
nent, twelve barrels of beer, which he brought from 
Lyn, for the relief of the poor at Shields, and made it 
confifcate, arrefted him, and caft him into prifon, 
fued him, and made him enter into fixty pound bond, 
never to bring in any more, alfo kept a bag of hops, 
which was fent to a friend in Northumberland, and 
that he hath known them often do the like to others, 
they being judges, jurors, and witneffes' in their own 
caufe. 

(e) That they take exceffive tole,* above a peck 
of corn of every grain brought to be fold by vef- 
fels, befides all other duties. 

(f) That the faid magiftrates force men to fwear 
^gainft themfelves, *and will not tolleratc any gen- 
tleman, to build ballaft-fhoars upon their own laud, 
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(g) And that he, this deponent, hath feen ballad: 
warrants, figned by one of the magiftrates,* only for 
keels to carry up ballad from Shields, and hath feen 
the keel-men caft it into the river, in the fouth road, 
to the rivers great damage,* and often dirt caft into 
the river, by fervants, brought out of the gates, when 
no watchmen were kept. See chap. 39. (a), i 2. 4. 
14. (c), 47. (b), 51. See ftat. 27.Ed. 1. * 51. Hen. 
3. 15. * II. Hen. 7. 4.* 5. 6. Ed. 6. 9.* 3. Ed. i. 
20.* 17. k. Char.* 

William Reavely. 

(g) Hugh Farrow, of Lyn, mafter of a fhip, upon- 
his oath, laid, that he and his fhips company having 
lyen fo long at Shields, for a fair wind, with the fleet, 
that when they had fpent all their provifions, at no 
time could obtain any from Shields, by reafonobftrufi- 
ed by the magiftrates, and having fent up his boat and 
fome of his men for fome at Newcaftle, the wind 
came fair, and on a fudden the Ihips all kt fail to 
fea, fo that he, this deponent muft loofe the prote£l:ion 
of the fleet, and hazard himfelf to the mercy of the 
enemy, or muft leave his men and boat behind, which 
the latter he did, and was conftrained to drink ftinking 
water for four daies, for want of beer, which might 
be conveniently got at Shields, and he was in greater 
danger of lofmg his ihip, for want of his men. 

Hen. Farrow. 



CHAP. L. 

(a)¥0. Gardner, of London, upon her oath, faid, 

i that within this feven and twenty years, or 

thereabouts, flie knew the ufual praftice of the 

mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, was to ingrofe 

■ all 
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all provifions into their hands, as corn, &c. and 
have kept it* in their corn lofts || till fo dear, and 
at fuch high and exceffive rates, that mod peo- 
ple could not buy it, and that the people of Nor- 
thumberland, and county of Durham, bqing in 
great want for bread, that many were conftrained to 
let their beads blood, and made cakes thereof, to 
eat inftead of bread, and in the fpring time many of 
thofe beafts dyed, being over-blooded . 

(b) Other poor people killed their coal-horfes for 
food, fome eating dogs, and cats, and ftarved, many 
ftarved to death*, fixteen, or feventeen dead, in a 
hole together ; and yet at the fame time many hun- 
dred bowles of corn, call into the river, being* 
rotten, and mouldy, and eaten with rats, and fome 
of thofe people boafting, they hoped to fee the day 
a bowle of corns price fliould buy a filk gown. 
This was not in the time of war, and the countries 
might have had plenty, if it had not been ingroffed 
by them. See flat. 5. Eliz. 12.* 23. Ed. 3. 6.*. 

Jo. Gardner. 

Major Will. Burton, late member of parliament, 
Tho. Hesilwood, and Wil. Reavely, proves 
the like. 

* 

(b) Richard Tayler, upon his oath, faid, that the 
mayor, and burgeffcs of Newcaftle, do compel all 
iron and other neceflaries, which comes in by fea,^ 
for the falt-pans and collieries ufe, at and near 
Shields, to be curried up to Newcadle, and unladen 
upon their town-key, at the charge of the owner, 
and to pay toule, and the fame veirds forced to fail 
back to Shields empty, and often fuch veffels.fmks 
by the way, and their own veffcls mull be hired, at 
their own rates, to carry it back again to Shields, 
being fometimes fourteen daies in getting down 
thither, though prefenc ufe be for the fame, and 

divers 
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divers times caft away, fo that fliips utterly refufc 
to bring fuch commodities, to be put to fuch un- 
neceffary and needlefs trouble and charge, and thi* 
is done conftantly, notwithftanding all duties are 
paid, and the fhip or veffel comes onely for fait at 
Shields, where it is made, and not to Newcaftle, 
where they have no bufmefs. See ftat. 21. Hen, 8. 
18. 

RictJ. Tayler, 
WiLt. Reavelt. 

(c) It were lefs danlage to the commonwealth, for 
allowing feamen, for their encouragements, 5I. cuf- 
tom-free of goods, then thus to be abufed by meer 
pretences of lofs of cuftom, efpecially, by fuch who 
wrongs the cuftoms. See chap, 45. (f). 



CHAP. LI. 

(a) a LEXANDER SYMONDS, of Lin, mer- 
jtx, chant, upon his oath, faid, that all commo- 
dities, as well dead viftual, as other merchandize, 
are compelled up to Newcaftle, which comes in by 
fea, and there, by the mayor and burgeffes, are 
ingrofled and bought up by them; nothing to be 
landed elfewhere but at Newcaftle, notwithftandiflg 
all fhips do lye at Shields, and paffengers; and often 
in ftormy weather, and river frozen, none can pafs 
too and fro, fpr any relief from thence, and none to 
be had elfewhere, and if there be any, it is feized 
on by them of Newcaftle, and confifcate to their 
own ufe, namely, beer from one Will, Reavely, 
and divers others. See chap. 11. (n), 47. (a), 49. 
(d), 50. (a). 

Alexander Symonds, and Thomas Cart- 
wright, depofe the like. 

(b) Captain 
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(b) Captain James Greenaway, of LondoB, affirms, 
that his (hip was at Shields, in company with a fleet 
bf leaden fhips, where they all had lyen a long time, 
for a fair wind, and had often fpent their provifions ; 
bA a ftdden the \^ind came fair, and the whole fleet 
fet fail for London; he^ this deponent j haviilg fpent 
all his bread, could get but two dozen at both 
Shields, yet was neceffitated to fet to fea with the 
fleet, otherwife had loft their protedlion, if ftaid till 
he fent to Neweaftle, for breads 

(b) The whole fleet being at fea, the wind came 
trcrfs, being a violent ftorm, that it was five daies 
before they could get fo high as Scarborough, fome 
twenty leagues from Neweaftle, aii4 then the ftorm 
leafed, and he, this deponent, got aflioar to Scarbo- 
rough, for bread, when, the wind coming fair, the 
fleet failed out of fight^ fo he loft their proteftion and 
company; (G) he, getting aboard, and failing after 
them, was takeh by a Dunkirk rtian of war, loft his 
Ihip, goods, and money, his fliip being worth 800L. 
goods, lool. and money, 400I. all which might have 
been faved, if bread, beer, and provifions had been 
admitted to be fold at Shields. Onely are hindered 
by the tyrannical power of the mayor, and burgeffes 
of Neweaftle. 

James CJreenawat. 

(h) John Houlden, upon his oath, faid, that in or 
about th^ year 1648, a mafter of a Ihip was arrefted, 
and imprifoned, onely for felling of a little corn, to 
cominiflary Weft, by the mayor of Neweaftle, be 
alleadging the town was not fei'ved, but fir Arthur 
Hazlerigge caufed the mayor to releafe the faid 
mafter, and demanded by what power, law, or right, 
they ought to imprifon any man, for felling his own 
commodity in the market or key, and told Mr. 
Ledger, then mayor, if he did not releafe him, the 
fouldiers flxould* 

John Holdei-i. 

O CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIII. 

Many -poor women imprifoned^ and hanged for wiicbes, 

A. Hangman, b. Bellman, c. Two /ergeants. D« 
Witch'Jinder tak'mg his money for his work* 

(See plate 3. fig. 1.) 

(a)TOH. wheeler, of London, upon his oalh, 
J[ faid, that in, or about the years 1649, and 
1650, being at Newcaftle, heard that the magiihatit 
had fent two of their fergeants, namely, Thomar 
Shevel, and Cuthbert Nicholfon, into Scotland, to. 
agree with a fcotch-man, who pretended knowledge 
to finde out witches, by pricking them with piiWi 
to come to Newcaftle, where he fhould try fuch who 
fhould be brought to him, and to have twenty- 
fhillings a peece, fgr all he could condemn as witches, 
and free paffage thither and back again. 

(b) When the fergeants had brought the faid 
witch-finder on horfe-back, to town, the magiftrates 
fent their bell-man through the town, ringing his 
bell, and crying, all people that would bring in any 
complaint againft any woman for a witch, they 
fliould be fent for, and tryed by the perfon ap- 
pointed. 

(c) Thirty women were brought into the town- 
hall, and ftript, and then openly had pins thruft 
into their bodies, and moft of them was found 
guilty, * near twenty feven of them by him, and 
fet afide. 

(d) The faid reputed witch-finder,, acquainted 
lieut. colonel Hobfon, that he knew women, whether 
they were witches or no, by their looks, and when 
the faid perfon was fearching of a perfonable, arid 
good»-like woman, the faid colonel replyed, and faid, 

furely 
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fiirely this woman is none, and need not be tryed, 
but the fcotch-man faid flie was, for the town faid 
flie was, and therefore he would try her ; and pre- 
fently in fight of all the people, laid her body naked 
to the wafte, with her cloaths over her head, by 
which fright and fhame, all her blood contrafted 
into one part of her body, and then he ran a pin 
into her thigh, and then fuddenly let her coats fall, 
and then demanded whether fhe had nothing of his 
in her body, but did not bleed, but fhe being 
amazed, replied little, then he put his hand up her 
coats, and pulled out the pin, and fet her afide as a 
guilty perfon, and child of the devil, and fell to try 
others whom he made guilty. 

(e) Lieutenant colonel Hobfon, perceiving the 
alteration of the forefaid woman, by her blood 
fettling in her right parts, caufed that woman to be 
brought again, and her cloaths pulled up to her 
thigh, and required the fcot to run the pin into the 
fame place, and then it guftied out of blood, and 
the faid fcot cleared her, and faid, Ihe was not a 
child of the devil. 

(f) So foon as he had done, and received his 
wages, he went into Northumberland, to try 
women there, where he got of fomc,. three pound 
a peece, but Henry Ogle, efq. a late member of 
parliament, laid hold on him, and required bond of 
him, to anfwer the feffions, but he got away for 
Scotland, and it was conceived, if he had ftaid, he 
would have made mofl of the women in the north, 
witches, for mony, 

(g) The names of the prifoners that were to be 
executed, being kept in prifon till the affizes, and 
then condemned by the jury, being burgeffes, were, 
Matthew Bulmer, Eliz. Anderfon, Jane Hunter, 
Mary Pots^ Alice Hume, Elianor Rogerfon, Mar- 
garet MufFet, Margaret Maddifon, Eliz. Brown, 
Margaret Brown, Jane Copeland, Ann Watfon, 
Elianor Henderfon, Elizabeth Dobfon, and Kathe- 

C^2 rine 
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riiic Coulter. Thcfe poor foul 5 never confefied amy 
thingy but pleaded innocence, and one of them, by 
name, Margaret Brown, befeecbed God that fiime 
remarkable fign might be feen, at the time of their 
execution, to ei'idence their inoocencr, and as foon 
as ever fhe was turned off the ladder, her bkxxl 
gafbed out upon the people, to admiration of the 
beholders. 

John Wheeler, Eliasor LmisDKi., and 

Bartholomew Hodshon, proves tho 

like. 

(h) The faid witch-finder was laid hold on iQ 
Scotland, cafl into prilon, indicted, arraigned, and 
condemned for fuch like viilanie, exercifed in Scot- 
land ; and upon the gallows, he confefTed he had been 
the death of above two hundred and twenty women, 
in England, and Scotland, for the gain of twenty 
IhiHings a peece, and befeecbed forgivenefs, and 
was executed. 

(i) The judgement, nor execution, is not in qnef- 
tion, nor queftioned, being ordinary, but onely, it 
being defired to know, by what law the magiftrates 
of Newcaflle could fend into another nation, for a 
mercinary perfon, to try women for witches, and 
a bell-man, to cry for them to be brought in, and 
twenty ihillings a peece given him, to condemn 
them r 

(k) Query, and by what law men are hired to 
give evidence, to take away peoples lives, and the 
convicted eflates to come to the jurors, being ex- 
traordinary. 

The lord protedor, commands all judges, juftices, 
and witneffes, to appear to execute juftice, and give 
e^adence gratis. 

Queen Elizabeth, by her charter, grants to the 
mayor and burgeil'es, all fines, and felons goods in 
that town and liberties. Zlech. 1 1. 5. See chs^. 58. 
.'c.d). 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LV, 
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A* Robert Sharp. b. Arm Bidlejime^ 

(See PLATjE 3. FIG. 2.) 

(a)TOHN WILLIS, of Ipfwich, upon his oath, 
Jl faidj that he, this deponent, was inNewcaftle, 
jGx months ago, and there he faw one Ann Bidle- 
ftone, idrove through the ftreets, by an ofloicer of the 
fame corporation, holding a rope in his hand, the 
other end fattened to an engine, called the branks, 
which is like a crown, it being of iron, which was 
mufled,* over the head and face, with a great gap^ 
or tongue of iron, forced into her mouth, which 
forced the blood out, and that is the punifhment 
which the magiftrates do inflid upon chiding, 
jand fcoulding women, and that he hath often feen 
the like done to others. 

(b) He, this deponent, further affirms, that he 
hath feen men drove up and down the ftreets, with 
^ great tub, or barrel, opened in the fides, with a 
hole in one end, to put through their heads, and 
fo cover their fhoulders and bodies, down to the 
fmali of their legs, and then clofe the fame, called 
the new fafliioned cloak, and fo make them march 
to the view of all beholders ; and this is their 
punifhment for drunkards, or the like. 

(c) This deponent further teftifies, that the mer^ 
chants, and fhoe-makers of the faid corporation, 
will not take any apprentice under ten years fervi- 
tude, and knoweth many bound for the fame terme, 
and cannot obtain freedome without. 5 £liz. 4. 

Thefe are fuch praftices as are not granted by 
their charter law, and are repugnant to the known 
laws of England. 

(d) Drunkards are to pay a fine of five fhillings 
to the poor, to be paid within one week, or be fet 

in 
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in the ftocks fix hours; for the fecond offence, to be 
bound to the good behaviour, i. k. James, 9. 21. 7. 

(e) Scoulds are to be duckt over head and ears, 
into the water, in a ducking-ftool. 

(f) And apprentices are to ferve but feven years, 
5. Eliz. 4. 

I was certainly informed, by perfons of worth, 
that the punilhments above, are but gentle admonir 
tions, to what they knew was aded by two magiftra- 
tc8 of Newcaftle, one for killing a poor workman of 
his own, and being queftipned for it, and condemn- 
ed, compounded with king James for it, paying to 
a fcotch lord his weight in gold and filver, every 
feven years, or thereabouts, &c. the other magiflrate 
found a poor man cutting a few horfe-fticks in his 
wood, for which offence, he bound him to a tree, 
and whipt him to death. Related by William Wall„ 
vintner, in Gates-fide, Tho. Watfon, fcrivenor, oa 
fand-hill, and Ralph Watfon, late minifter in Nor« 
thumberland. 



'mm 



CHAP. LVI, 

(a) ij^IVE and twenty years ago, upon the trial 
X/ ^'^^^ the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle^ 
and fir Robert * Heath, the judgement of the moft 
ancient and experienced matters of the trinity- 
houfe, in London, were required, in anfwer to the 
town of Newcaftles objedions, as is upon record in 
the trinity-houfe. 

(b) Newcaftles faith, if ballaft-flioars be fuffered 
to be built at, or near the Shields* it would hinder 
the towns trade, and endanger the river of Tyne ; 
neither can any ballaft-fhoars be built at Shields, 
below a full fea-mark, or in any part of the river, 

by 
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by any but Newcaftle, by reafon all that ground, to 
a full fea mark, on both fides of the riVer, is the 
towns, by charter, from Sparhawke to Headwin 
ftreams, fourteen miles in length. See chap. 20* 
(a), 19. (e.g). 

(c) Anfwer, to the firft. It will not hinder the 
town of trade, but advantage the whole nation, 
efpecially that town, by reafqn double trade will be 
drove thereby, and caufe coals to be cheaper at half 
rates, then now they are at, and the river better pre- 
ferved. 

(d) Secondly, it will better the river; for inning of 
void and wafte grounds, and flats in rivers, caufeth 
the ftreams to be more ftrong, and run more fwift, 
which thereby will fcowr and cleanfe the channel, 
and confequently gain more water to the river, pre- 
ferve the banks from falling into it, help navigation; 
for the deeper the water, the more navigable, the 
lefle danger, and more fafety fo5r fhips. See chap* 

19, (h)*. ^ ^ 

(e) It is alfo anfwered, by others, if the ground, to 
a fiilLfea-mark, be theirs, then why fliould they 
proffer to king Charles,* two hundred pound, for 
farrow -flike, 1637, all which the water covers, and 
is within a full fea-mark. See 20. chap. (c.d). 

(f) Alfo, why ihould Thomas Bonner, the alder- 
man, buy (ir Henry Gibs his ballafl: (hoar, to a low 
water-mark, at Jarre w, for his ufe, from the town, 
(were it theirs before ?) 

(g) And why ftiould Mr. Gibfon * fwear, none of 
that ground, which they claim to a full fea-mark is 
theirs ? See 34. chap. (b). 

(h) In the treafury, at Weftminfter, thofe ancient 
records, will quickly decide the controverfie, making 
it appear, that the one third part of the river, on the 
fouth-fide, belongs to the gentry of the county of 
Durham, and all grounds to a low water-mark; and 
the like on the north-fide, to the gentry of Northum- 
berland j and the other third part free, for fhips and 

velTek 
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Vefieis to fail too and fro, for the relief of the inhabi- 
tants. See chap. 34^ (a), (*), (b)* See chap. 

(i) It is too much, that the corporation fhould be 
lords of both the fea and all the land, and it is too 
little, the cbmmonersi in both counties, fhould have 
neither fea nor land, being born to all alike. 

A quo warranto would know, by what power they 
claim one fliilling for every ballaft bill, one fhilling 
for every fait bill, three pence for every chalder of 
coals, two pence for every weigh of fait, and eight 
pence the tun, for all ballaft, and I am confidently 
perlwaded (k) would void them all, for they are 
neither cuftomary, nor warrantable by law, (fo un- 
lawful;) as for other duties, as tunage and pound- 
age, cuftomes, lightage, otherwife called beaconage^ 
boyage, for maintaining of peers, and ancoridge 
with tole, it will hardly be quefl:ioned, except abufed. 
Let them complain that are agrieved, &c. See flat. 
30. Edw. I. 1 30 1. 

Inftead of a mayor, in that, and fuch like corpo- 
rations, a king Cattelus fpirit to govern, were better, 
who hanged up all oppreffors of the poor, for an ex- 
ample, whereby he reigned twenty yeers in peace; 
alfo a Lud, who made good laws, and took away all 
tifages that were bad, and reigned long in peace and 
plenty. 



CHAP. 
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HIS EXCELLENCIE, OLIVER CROMWELL, 

Genera/l of all the forces of England^ Scotland^ and 
Ireland^ chancellour of the univerjity of Oxford^ 
lord protc6lor of England^ Scoilandy and Ireland. 

CHAP. LIV. 

Ah aS for a free-trade^ in the rivet of Tyne, for 

coals i fait i iffc* 

(a)XX7"HEREAS ttade and commerce is become 
VV now, more than formerly, the intereft 
of this nation, and it is therefore the duty, as well as 
the wifdome of this parliament, to fecure and ad- 
vance the fame, and in order thereunto, and for 
other great ends of honour and fafety, to increafct 
the Ihipping, and incourage navigation ; and whereas 
a great part of the ftock, and wealth of this nation^ 
lyes in the well hufbanding and managing of thofe 
home commodities, of coals and fait, . milftones, 
glaffe, the chief trade whereof is exercifed upon thd 
river of Tyne, and in the county of Northumberland 
and Durham. 

(b) And whereas the parliament hath been in^ 
formed of great exorbitances, done, and committed, 
by the town and corporation of Newcaftle, upon 
pretence and colotir of powers, priviledges, and fran- 
chifes, granted to the faid corporation, whereby it 
appears, (c) that the free and quick trade of thofe 
ftaple commodities, hath been much obftruded, the 
river made dangerous, and in many places almofl: 
un-navigable, and encreafe of Ihipping, fo confide- 
rable a nurcery of marriners, greatly ruined, and 
navigation too much difcouragcdj for remedy herein, 

(d) Be it enafted, declared, and ordained, by 
this prefent parliament, and by the authority thereof, 
that all former powers, priviledges, and grants, 

R - made. 
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made, and granted to the town and corporation of 
NewcalUe, or to any other perfon, or perfons what- 
Ibever, for the confervancy of the river of Tyne, be, 
and are hereby repealed, made void, and null, and 
the committee of the admiralty, by authority of 
parliament, or any five of them, be, and are hereby 
authorized, and required, to nominate and appoint, 
fit and able perfons, as well of the counties of 
Northumberland and Durham, fea-coaft, and port 
of London, as of the town and corporation of New- 
caftle, to have the charge of, and to be confervators 
of the river of lyne, and to inveft, and impower 
the faid perfons, with all priviledges and power ne- 
cefTary, to enable them for the better, and more 
eflftftual carrying on, and performance of the faid 
fervice. 

(e) And the faid commiflioners are hereby fur- 
ther impowered, and enable from time to time, to 
give, and prefcribe unto the faid confervators, rules, 
and inftrudions, for to obferve and purfue, and to 
require obedience thereunto, and to receive and 
examine complaints, and to hear witneffes, upon 
oath, (which oath, they, the commiiSoners, or any 
three of them, are hereby enabled to adminifter) and 
to punifli offenders, by reafonable fine, and punifli^ 
ment, by imprifonment, and to difplace, and to re- 
move confervators, upon jufl and reafonable caufe, 
and to leiTen, or adde to their number, as they fhall 
fee caufe, and to direfi and order all other matters 
requiiite, and neceffary, for the confervancy of fo 
famous and commodious a river, and for preventing 
of all fuch damages, mifchiefs, and newfances, as 
may hurt, or mine the fame, and to fettle a ftipend 
upon the faid confen'ators, and to direft the fame, 
and other neceffaries, and incident charges, to be 
allowed, and iffue out of the profits of the iaid 
river, 

(f) And be it further enafted, and ordained, that 
fufficient and well fenced ballalt (hoars, keys, and 

fteatbsy 
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fteaths, be built and erefted, either at Shields, or 
fuch Other convenient place, as the faid confervators, 
or the major part of them fhall think fitting ; and 
the faid confervators, are authorifed and required, to 
ufe and direfit, all good wayes and means, according 
to fuch powers and direftions, as they fhall from 
time to time receive, from the faid commiffioners of 
the admiralty, to prevent and remedy all damages, 
that may happen, by lofTe of (hips, and mens lives, at 
fea, by cafting their ballaft over-board, or into the 
river, at unfeafonable times, or unfitting places, or 
from the ballaft-fhoars, being carelefsly kept, through 
great winds, rains, or other cafualties, wafhing down 
the ballaft, and that from henceforth, no mafters of 
any fhips, or other veffels, be conftrained to go up 
the river, and to heave out their ballaft, at the fhoars 
belonging to the town of Newcaftle, or be hindred 
to load coals, or difcharge their ballaft, where they • 
may, with moft conveniency and fafety, perform it, 
as well to the road-fteads itfelf, as to their fhipping. 

(g) And further, that all mafters of fhips, trading 
to the faid river of Tyne, have hereby liberty and 
power, to make ufe within the faid river, of what 
fhip-carpenter, or Ihip-wright, or other artificers, or 
perfons, they pleafe, and find fitteft for their own < 
conveniency, in times of diftreffe and neceflity. 

(h) And of what able fea-men they fhall think fit, 
for pilots. 

(i) And have hereby liberty to buy, or take in, at 
any place of the faid port, or river, bread, and beer, 
and other neceffaries, for their own fpending and 
victualling. 

(k) And that all goods and provifions, which 
come in by fea, for the ufe of the fait works, col- 
leries, and other buildings, at, or near the Shields, 
may be delivered at the Shields, courfe being taken 
for paying and fatisfying all duties, payable for the 
faid goods and provifions. 

R 2 (l) An4 
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(l) And all perfons, who are willing, are hereby 
encouraged, atid have liberty, to build (hips and vel- 
fels, on the faid river, for the encreafe of trade and 
navigation. 

(m) And that all this be done without any fine, 
imprifonmenr, confifcation, or other moleftation of 
any perfon, veffell, or goods, for, or in reference to 
any of the premifes, any law, ufage, praftice, 
' cuftome, priviledge, grant, charter, or other pre- 

tence whatfoever, to the contrary, notwithftanding : 
Provided alwayeg, 

(n) And it is hereby enafted, that no Ihip, or 
veffell whatfoever, that fliall bring in any kind of 
merchandize, or grain, for the proper ufe of the 
town of Newcaftle, ufually coming to the faid 
town of Newcaftle, and places adjacent, beyond, 
fhall deliver, or land the fame, or any part thereof, 
at any other place, within the faid harbdur or port, 
but at the faid town, or, as near to it as formerly 
have been accuftomed. 

(o) And to the end fo ufeful a commodity^ a& that 
of fea-coal, wherein the poor of this commonwealth 
^re fo principally concerned, may come cheaper to the 
market, and that coalrowners may not be in aworfecon-i 
ditlon, then the reft of the free people of this nation^ 

Be it enaded, and ordained, that the faid coal' 
owners, in the refpeftive counties, adjacent td that 
river, may, and have hereby liberty, to let leafes of 
their coal-pits, and to fell their coals to whom they 
pleafe> as well to fhips, as elfe-where, for benefit of 
the public, though they be not free of that corpora- 
tion of Newcaftle, due courfe being taken for fecur 
ring, paying, and fatisfying to the ftate, ajl duties 
payable thereupon. 

And be it further cnaded, that North^Shields, in 
the county of Northumberiand, be made a market- 
town, two dayes in the week, to be holden, on Mon- 
day, and Thurfday, for the relief of the country, 
^he garrifon of Tynemouth caftle, the great con- 
fluence 
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Buencic of people, and fleets of (hips, and that the 
somxnifEoners of the great feal, be hereby authorized, 
to iffue out fuch powers as are requifite, and ufually 
done, to other markets in the commonwealth. 

This is the copy of what was to have fajfed^ after 
debate^ if the late parliament had continued^ isfc. 
appointed to be drawn up by order. 

HAVING given a fhort relation of the fad events 
by charters, and aded by fubjefts, I fhall 
now trouble your eye and ear, to hear what kings 
have done to thelfe poor northern people formerly, 
therefore nbw deliverance is expefted, &c. leaving it 
to the judgement of the reader, to judge whether 
it be not time, &c. viz. 

The danes laid claim to the crown of England, 
the kings laid claim to the peoples lives, and corpo- 
rations to their eftates, (what was free?) judge what 
reafon England hath to fubmit to thofe illegal charter- 
laws,' invented by a prerogative, whofe ufurpation was 
not to be owned, as by the fequell appears. King Har- . 
rold who affumed the crown bf England to himfelf, 
lead an army to battell in Suflex, where William the 
conqueror, baftard earle of Normandy, met him, ha- 
ving the afliftance of the earle of Flanders, by reafon 
he was promifed a good part of England, if he con- 
quered it, at which place, king Harrold was killed, 
and fixty feven thoufand, nine hundred fev^nty four 
englifh-men, in the year 1060, at which time he con- 
fumed many towns, fubduing where ever he came, 
except Kent, who conttafted, to hold their land in 
gavel-kind, all England elfe being dver-come by 
this faid ftranger, &c. 

When the Normans ruled England, the laws were 
in that tongue, but they being extingui{hed,'we find 
the benefit of our laws, in our own tongue, and 
doubts not but to be reftored to our ancient right, 
for fo long as monarchs were rulers, monopolies 

were 
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were in force, but now fuch power beipg thrown out 
q{ doors, and being become a civill free (late, under 
the government of our own free-born, chofen, acn 
cording to the command of God, as Deut. 17.14. 
15. by which monopolizers dare not affume to peti- 
tion for a revival of fuch their illegal grants, being 
found to be the greateft of evills in a commonwealth. 

All kings were fworn, that juftice ihould neither 
be bought nor fold, nor any hindred from it, to or- 
dain good laws, and withftand all rapines, and falfe 
judgements. 

Charters are no other than commiffions, impowr- 
ing perfons, uncapable of the laws, to be judges and 
juftices, in every refpeftive corporation, which char* 
ter and commiffion is fold, and the members thereof 
are judges, in their own caufes. So juftice is both 
bought, and fold, befides breach of oath, neither can 
a foreigner obtain any right, if it be againft the faid 
corporation, fo that it is right in thefe judges judge* 
ment to do wrong. 

Ijhall give you a Jhort relation of the miferies^ the 

county of Northumberland hath ta/ifd of to this day, 

from William the conquer or ^ and what little need 

there is Newcq/ilefhould fo tyrannize over tbenu &f ^, 
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ILLI AM the conqueror, having killed many, 

and deftroyed the land, and brought under 

his fubjeftion, the people, caufed fuch who did op^ 

pofe his forces, at Ely, to have theii: legs and hands 

cut o|F, and their eyes put out, and then gave libe-r 

rally to all his Norman race, earldoms, baronies, 

bifliopricks, honours, mannors, dignities, and farms, 

all being got by the fword ; upon his divifions, &c, 

the earle of Flanders fent to know what part he 

fhould have for aflifting him, who fent him word, 

nothing at all, by reafon all was but little enough for 

himfdjf ; then he gave to his fon, Robert Cuming, 

tiio earldoipi of Northumberland, who in poff^fling ' 

of 
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of It, afted fuch cruelty, with his army, which came 
againfl: Malcolm, king of the fcots. The faid Robert 
built the caftle, called the Newcaftle, upon the river 
of Tyne, in the county of Northumberland, about 
which was built the town, called Newcaftle, the town 
taking its name from the Newcaftle, and not the 
caftle from the town ; the faid Northumberland be- 
ing fo oppreffed, that they fell upon Robert, fon to 
the conqueror, killed him, and his whole army, up- 
on which, William the conqueror fent another army, 
who had command, to kill both men^ women, and 
childfen, who did it, and wafted the whole county, 
that for nine yeers there was not any food to be got, 
and fuch who had hid themfelves in coal-pits, and 
other places, were conftrained to eat dogs and cats, 
dead horfes, and mens flefh, and many of them ftarv- 
cd to death, all which nine years time, not any 
ground tilled. 

Northumberland being recruted, and moft fhame- 
fully abufed, by the bifliop of Durham, who killed 
Levifus, was killed by them, for which, William the 
conqueror fent down Odo, with an army, who to- 
tally laid Northumberland to wafte, cut off the 
heads of all the people, after they had difmembered 
them. 

Little of confeffion, or repentance, was by king 
John, as was by William the conqueror, for he, up- 
.on his arreft, at the fuit of death, confeffed he had 
committed many outrages, and won England by 
the fword, and not by inheritance, and was hear- 
tily forry for the wrongs he had done, and required 
his body to be buried, at Cain, in Normandy. 
When he was dead, they would not afford him a 
burial-place, till fuch time as one of his relations was 
conftrained, to purchafe fo much ground, but foon 
after they defaced his tomb,, took up his bones, and 
brake them, and, caft them awav. 

In the fifteenth year of king. Richard the fecond, 
the fcots burnt all the towns of Northumberland, 

and 
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and the north, as far as York, except Rippon, who 
redeemed themfelves with a fum of mony. 

In the fixth year of king Edward the third, 1332, 

' t, great battel was fought between the engjifti and 

the fcots, near Barwick, where was killed, eight 

carls, fifteen hundred horfe, and thirty five thou* 

fand foot* 

In the thirteenth year of king Edward the third, 
1339, an inundation of water furmounted the wall 
of Newcaftle, and broke down fix pearches in 
length, and drowned one hundred and fixty perfons, 
neerthe wark knowl. 

In the year 1345, William Douglas lead into 
Northumberland, above thirty thoufand foots, and 
fired many towns, but was overcome, by a ftrata-p 
gem with bifhop Ogle. 

The next year, 1346, king David, king of the 
fcots, entered Northumberland, with a great army, 
and sfought at Nevils-Croffe, where he was over- 
thrown, himfelf taken prifoner, by one Copland of 
Northumberland, who had five hundred pound per 
annum, given to him, and tohis heirs for even 

In king Richard the feconds dayes, 1379, the 
fcots entered England, and killed all men, women, 
and children, in the north parts, notwithftanding 
the plague was forely amongft them. 

1383. The fcots entered England, and lead all 
the people away prifoners, that were in Northumber- 
land, and laid that county to wafte. 

1384. They entered again, and did the like. 
1389. The fcots again invaded England, where 

a great battel was fought, at Otterborn, in Nor* 
thumberland, where they were over*thrown, and 
eleven hundred killed, and thirty thoufand put to 
flight, who, upon their flight, killed men, women, 
and fucking babes, and filled houfes with people, 
two hundred in a houfe, and then ihut the doois, 
and fired the houfes. 

< 1399- 
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1399. King Richard the fecond, caufed feVen- 
tecn counties to be indided, pretending they wete 
all againft him, with the duke of Qlocefter, Arundel, 
and Warwick, and commanded them all, to give it 
under their hands, and feals, that they were traytors> 
though indeed they never were, and tl)en he makes 
them pay, fome a thoufand pound, fome mdre^ 
fome lefle. 

King Henry the fourth. Great fights were be- 
tween Douglas and Piercy, in the north, 
. ^d in the years 1639, and 1643, and 1648, it 
being well known to all, the mifery they brought 
upon- the north, and heavy impofitions, both upon 
the north, and fouth parts, as appears, in the clofe of 
the epiftle to the reader, &c. 

It is no fmall mercy, that We now live fo in peace, 
here being none of thofe bloody times; and our 
anceftors would willingly have enjoyed this mercy ; 
and we hunger after bloody which they wallowed in; 
What blobdy minded men are thefe ? I wifli them in 
better minds, and to be contented with that, which^ 
in former times,. could not be obtained. 

Many have admired the poverty of Northumber- 
land, as well they may^ for what with the bloody 
tyrants, the fcots, on the north of that poor county, 
and oppreffive corporation of Nfewcaftle, on the fouth 
thereof, bounded in with the high-lands, on the weft, 
and the fea, on the eaft, that it can get nothing but 
ftrokes, and wi)rried but of what they have^ and not 
being tollgrated to make ufe of their own, and cold 
blafts frdin the fea ; but it would be otherwife, if 
fuch gentlemen might be re-imhurfed, for fuch fums 
of money, as they would expend, to vend coals out 
of Hartly, Blithe, and Bedlington rivers, which be 
convenient places, to vend them at, after fome 
charge, which would be done, by having, either their 
money again^ or cuftome free, for fome years, to 
i'e-imburfe them, which would not onely make that 
poor county as rich as any is, but reduce the ex- 

S ceffive 
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ceflive rates of coals, and fait, and bring in many 
thoufands per annum, into the public revencv, &c. 
enable the people to be ferviceable, and abundantly 
increafe trade, and navigation, as alfo, there being aa 
good coals, as poffibly can be burnt, which now 
iyesy &c. and others, not knowing their right, is 
ftript of it. 

But if one thing they look after, which is to 
examine fome records, they may perceive what is 
their rights, and which was, efpecially in a book, 
lodged in the exchequer, made in the year 1 080, it 
being called Domus Dei^ or Dooms day^ being a per- 
fe£):furvey, of all the lands in England, tlu^ rent, 
value, quantity, &c. by which, William the am* 
queror, taxed the whole nation, and it goeth by the 
name of the role of Winton, being ordered to be 
kept in Wincheiler, and recites the earldomes, hun- 
dreds, tythings, woods, parks, and farms, in every 
territory and precind, with plowlands, meadows, 
marfhes, acres, &c. what tenements, and tenants; 
then the corporation of Newcaftle, might be as glad, 
to keep what is their own, as they are to take from 
others, &c« 



CHAP. LVIL 

THE reafon of my colleding thefe few flatutes is, 
to fhew how they are intrenched upon, by an 
illegal charter, and prefling upon a remedy, fliall cite 
Poulton, which is, that feeing we have all received, 
and allow it for truth, that the ignorance of the 
law, doth excufe none of offence, and alfo, that the 
law doth help the watchful, and not the floathfol 
man. 

Therefore 
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Th^rfefore, it behoveth each perfon, firft, to feek 
the knowledge of thofe laws, under which he doth 
live, and whereby he is to receive benefit, or to 
fuftain peril, and next, with all induftry, to frame 
hisi obedience unto them, or humbly to fubmit him- 
felf, to the cenfure of them. 

And though we find by experience, that fome 
men, by the fluggilhnefle of their natures, others, by 
the carelefnefie of their own welfares, and a third 
fort, wholly given over to pleafures and vanities, do 
little refpeft to know, and leffe to obey, our crimi- 
nal, and capital laws, being things of great moment, 
and importance, and therefore do oftentimes tafte 
the fmart of them, and repent of their follies, when 
it is too late. 

Many there be, that by reading, defires to con- 
cieive them, others, for increafe of their knowledge, 
others, in their aftions, to be direded by them, 
therefore to content fuch, as knoweth not, as yet, 
thefe heads, that they may know what they condemn, 
and do tend to the breach of the peace of the realm, 
and to the diflike of all the good members thereof, 
and what punifhments flie hath impofed, upon the 
tranfgreflbrs therein, and by whom, and in what 
manner to be inflicted, efpecially, upon murder, 
robbery, riots, forgery, perjury, extortion, and op- 
prefiion, in any of which cafes, any perfon maketh 
it his own caufe, and doth, in a fort, take it to be 
done to himfelf, and ought to reduce the tranfgref- 
for. Hay, his highnefTe, by his oath, and all people 
elfe, are bound to punifti them, as being tranfgref- 
fors of his laws, and difquieters of the peace, there- 
fore ought to be rooted out, a$ the hufbandman the 
tbiftle, from the good corn, and the gardner his 
nettles, from his fweet flowers, wherefore, feeing a 
guilty perfon, in any of the offences ^forefaid,is per- 
fecuted in deed, or confent, by all, wifhing well to 
the weal-publick, or their own private eftate. 

It 
S 2 
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It is requifite, that good men, which efchew tq 
/ offend, for the love of virtue, and evill men, which 

fear to offend, for the dread of punifliment, fhould 
both know thofe laws, which they are to make, ufe 
of, and the penalties, which be threatened to the 
infringers thereof, to the intent, the good man hav- 
ing a will to ftand, may truft to his feet, remain 
firm, and continue his integrity, and the evill man, 
beginning to ftagger, may bend his endeavour to 
flay, and Hide no further, (this labour) being to the 
intent, that the well meaning-man, being made the 
better, and he, or they, that before wiere lewdly 
difpofed, the leffe hurtful, may all, at the laft, meet 
and joyn in feeking, and furtherance of that peace, 
which will be comfortable to the lord prote^or, and 
. nation, and pleafing, both to God and man. 

Thefe laws are prefervers of the peace, and layes 
heavy punifliments, upon the withftanders, or deniers 
thereof, they are his highneffe privy councellors, in- 
ceffantly, refpedting the prefervation of his perfon 
and dignity, they be as his gentlemen penfioners, 
attending daily his prefence, to do him all honor 
and fervice, being as the yeoman of his guard, wait- 
ing day and night, to proteft him, for his proteSing 
the nation, and them, and from all forcible affaults, 
and other perils ; alfo, they be as his great and 
goodly fhips, which hath purchafed freedome, on the 
feas, and now lyes hovering up and down, as his 
caftles, and ftrong forts of defence, as well as they, 
which ftand upon the land, wherewith he doth pre- 
' vent foreign hoftility, repreffe inward tumults, and 

fo keep himfelf, and the people, in peace and fafety j 
likewife, as his judges, juftices, fheriffs, conftables, 
and other officers, watching, every hour and monoient, 
in all (hires, and counties, place8,-and corners of the 
nation, to repreffe outrages, and to maintain peace. 

To maintain thefe laws, every good member hath 
the like benefit, as himfelf hath, for in fear of them^ 
every perfon doth enjoy his life, and limbs in peace, 

and 
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and is defended from the bloody-minded murderer, 
and man-qudler, and the rage of th^ furious quar- 
reller and fighter, ai^d in fear of them, the hpufe-^ 
keeper reftefh in peace, with his wife and family, 
under his own roof ; the terror hereof doth often 
reftrain gjodleffe people, from committing perjuries, 
frauds, and deceits, and impudent, and fhameleffe 
men, to \yreft from others, by bribery, extortion, 
or oppreffion. 

And divers there be, who neither by the laws of 
God, of nature, or reafon, will be ttridled, and re- 
duced to vertue, yet, by the penalties, and fear p£ 
our capital, and criminal laws, do yeeld to be curbed. 

And we fhould now obferve, with what care, our 
fore- fathers, had, from one age to another, and what • 
ordinances they eftablifhed, in parliament, that 
feveral penal, criminal, and capital laws, and ftatutes, 
ihould be read, or proclaimed, in churches, in fairs, 
in markets, at the general affizes, and quarter-fef- 
iions, of every county, at leets, and law-dayes, and in 
every inns of court, and chancery, and how the 
fame is continued, and put in practice, to the intent, 
that the fame laws, and the penalties thereof, fhould 
be heard, learned, known, and underflood, by all 
forts of perfons, willing to perceive, ^nd apprehend 
the fame. 

Charter-law is not fo, but like the foul fpirit in 
the air, flill ranging, never at refl:, nor will let 
others take any, never feen, but heard in every 
comer, flriking at the pure law, to advance itfelf, . it 
forces people to a kind of an order, in a town, and 
the whole nation, to a diforder. 

The chiefeft reafon, why I give a recital of thq 
penal laws, is, that the ignorant may fee how well 
they are provided for, and not to be left blind, and 
only being inflriifted by the extortioner himfelf, 
what they mufl pay, for fees, &c. (but that they 
may know themfelves) and to remedy themfelves, 
when offended, for fuch oppreffors would difcover 

n<^ 
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no more, for fafcty of their purfes, or bo<Kes, then, 
care was taken formerly, for others fouls, when it 
was ordained, that the bibles fhould be in latine, and 
not in englifli, as appears, by ftatute the 34. of 
Henry R. Several perfons reftrained from reading the 
bible, in englifh, &c. to keep them in ignorance, &c* 
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The oath of an attorney at law. 

(a)'X7"0U fhall do no falfliood, nor confent to 
X any, to be done in the court, and if you 
know of any, to be done, you fhall give knowledge 
thereof, unto my lord chief juftice, or other his bre- 
thren, that it may be reformed ; you ftiall delay no 
man, for lucre, or malice ; you fhall increafe no fees, 
but fliall be contented with the old fees, accuftomed; 
you fhall plead no foreign plea, nor fuffer no foreign 
fuits, unlawfully, to hurt any man, but fuch, as iball 
(land, with order of the law, and your confcience; 
you fhall feal all fuch profes, as you fhall fue out of 
the court, with the feal thereof, and fo the kings 
majefly, and my lord chief juflice, difcharge for the 
fame ; yee fhall not wittingly, nor willingly fue, nor 
procure to be fued, any falfe fuits, nor give aid, nor 
confent to the fame, in pain to be expulfed from the 
court, for ever; and furthermore, you ihall ufe 
yourfelf, in the office of an attorney, within the court, 
according to your learning and difcretion* So help 
you God, See flat. 3. k, James, 7. 
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The oath tf an under-jberiffe, bayliffe of franchifesy 
deputies^ and clerks of jheriffes^ and under-fheriffes. 
Stat. ay. Eliz. 12. 

(b) I ( A.B) fliall mot ufe, or exercife, the office of 
under-fherifl^, corruptly, during the time I fhall re- 
main therein. 

Neither fhall, or will except, rejoyce, or take by 
any colour, means, or device whatfoever, or confent, 
to the taking of any manner of fee, or reward, of any 
manner of perfon, or perfons, for the impanielling, 
or returning of any in^ueft jury, or tales, in any 
court of record, for the queen,* or between party 
and party, above two (hillings, or the value thereof, 
or fuch fees, as are allowed, and appointed, for the 
fame, by the lawes, and ftatutes of this realm* 

But will, according to my power, truly and indiffer- 
ently, with convenient fpeed, impanel all jurors, and 
return all fuch writ, or writs,* touching the fame, 
as fliall appertain to be done, by my duty, or office, 
during the time I ihali remain in the faid office. So 
help me God, and by the contents of this book. 

The reafon I write thefe oaths is, that perjury may 
the better appear to be punilhed, in officers, as well 
as others. 

The oath of a jury. 

(c) You fliafl truly enquire, and due prefentment 
make, of all fuch things as you are charged withall, 
on the lord proteftors behalf, the lord protedors 
council, your own, and your fellows ; you Ihall well 
and truly keep, and in all other things, the truth 
prefent. So help you God, &c. 

The oath of thofe^ that give evidence to a jury^ upon 

an itididffient, 

(d) The evidence you fhall give, to the enqueH, 
upon this bill, ihall be the truth, the whole truth, 

and 
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and nothing but the truth ; and you fhall not let fo 
to do, for malice, hatred, or evil will ; nor for meed, 
dread, favor, or aflFection. So help you God^ and 
the holy contents of this book.- 

f 



CHAP. LIX. 

r » 

King Charles his oath, at his cdronatioUy with hi,s hand 

upon the bible, at the altar i 

(a)OIR, will you grant and keep, and by yotir 
1^ oath, confirm to the people of England, 
their lawes and cuftoms, to them granted, by the ' 
kings of England, your lawfull and religious prcde- 
cefforSj and namely, the lawes, cuftomes, and fran* 
chizes, granted to the clergy, and to the people, by 
the king, St. Edward ^ your predeceffor, according, 
and conformable to the laws of God, and profeffioA 
of the gofpel, eftabliftied in this kingdom, and agree- 
ing to the prerogatives, of the kings thereof, and to 
the antient cuftoms of this realm ? 

Refponfi I grant, and promife to keep. 

Sir, will you keep peace, and agreement, intirc- 
ly, according to your power, both td God, the holy 
church, the clergy, and the people ? 

Refponf. I will keep it. 

Sir, will you, to your power, caufe law, jufticc, 
iind metcy, in difcretion and truth, to be executed, 
in all your judgements ? 

Refponf. I will. 

Sir, will you grant, to hold and keep, tjfe laws, 
and rightfull cuftoms,* which the commonalty of 
your kingdom have, and to defend, and uphold them, 
to the honor of God^ fo mugh as in you lieth? 

Refponf I grant, and promife fo to do, and fhall 
obferve arid keep. So God me help, and the con- 
tents of this book. 
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King Johns oatk'y mid fealty ^ to the Pope Innocentius% 

an. Dom. 1213. 

(b)TOHN5 by the grace of God, king of England, 
J France, and Ireland, from this hour forward, 
fhall be faithful to God,* and to St. Peter, and tu * It was time, 
the church of Rome, and to my lord, pope Innocen- ^ 

tius, and to his fucceffors, lawfully entering ; I fhp.ll 
not be in word, and deed, in confent, or counfel, that 
they fhould loole life, or member, or be appre- 
hended in evill manner ; their lofs, if I may know 
it, I fhall impeach,, and flay, fo far as I. fhall be 
able, or elfe, fo fliortly as I can, I fhall fignifie 
unto them, and declare the fame, unto you the 
councill, which they fhall commit unto me, by 
themfelves, their mefTengers, and their^ letters ; I 
fhall keep fecretly, and not utter to any man, to 
their hurt, to my knowledge, the patrimony of St, 
Peter, and efpecially, the kingdom of England, 
and Ireland, and I fhall endeavour, my f elf to de- 
fend, againft all njen, to my power. So help me 
God, and the holy evangelifl, amen. See his re- 
aflignation of the libc^rties, after this oath, to the 
barons, of the liberties of England, in chap. i.(k). 



CHAR LX. 

The oath of a mayor of a corporation. 

(a)'X7"OU fhall fwear, that you well, and truly, 
X ftall ferve the keepers, of the liberties of 
England, by authority of parliament, and the com- 
monwealth, in the ofHce of a mayor, and as mayor, 
of this town, and borough of Newcaftle, for, and 
during, the fpace of one whole year, now next 
coming, and you fhall minifter equal juftice, as well 

T , to 
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to the poor, as rich,* to the bed of your cunnings 
wit, and power, and you fliall procure fuch things, 
to be done, as may honeftly, and juftly, be to the 
profit, and commodity of the corporation, of this 
town, and alfo, Ihail indeavor yourfelf, to the 
^tmoft of your power, to fee all herefies, treafons, 
fellonies, and all other trefpaffes, mifdemeanors,* 
and oflFences, whatfoever, to be committed,* within 
this town, and borough, during the time of your 
office, to be repreffed, reformed, and amended,* and 
the offenders duly puniflied, according to the law;* 
and finally, you fhall fupport, uphold, and main- 
tain the commonwealth, within this town prefcribed, 
cuftomes, rights, liberties, jurifdiftions, franchizes, 
compofitions, and all lawful ordinances, of this 
town, and borough,* and as concerning all other 
things, appertaining to your office, you Ihall therein, 
faithfully, and uprightly behave yourfelf, for the 
moft quietnefs,* benefit, worfhip, honefty, and credit 
of this town, and of the inhabitants thereof. So 
help you God. 

The oath ofburgejfes of corporation. 

(b)'X7"OU fhall fwear, that you well, and trulyr 
X fhall ferve the keepers, of the liberties of 
England, by authority of parliament, and the in- 
habitants of this town, and borough of this town, 
as one of the burgeffes of this tpwn, and Ihall 
minifter equall juftice, to poor and rich, after the 
befl of your cunning, wit, and power, and alfo, Ihall 
well, and truly oblerve, perform, fulfill, and keep, 
all fuch good orders, rules, and compofitions, as 
are, or Ihall be made, ordered, or eftablifhed, by the 
common council, of this town, for the good govern- 
mejit thereof, in all things, to you appertaining, 
and you fhall not utter, or difclofe any counfel, or 
fecret thing, or matter, touching the fellowfliip, or 
corporation of this town, whereby, any prejudice, 

lofs, 
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loft, hindrance, or flander, fliall, or may arife, grow, 
or be, to the fame corporation, but you fhail, in 
things, belonging to the fellowfhip, or co^-poration 
of this town, faithfully, honeftly,* and indifferently, 
behave yourfelf, for the moft benefit, and honefty 
of this town, and the inhabitants thereof. So help 
you God. 

The fame oath is for the aldermen. 

Where the Jlars are in the lines thj^re will appear 
breaches. 



rm 



CHAP. LXI. 

^he oath of a Jheriff. 

(a)"^^^©!! Ihall fwear, that you (hall well, and 
X truly, ferve the keepers, of the liberties of 
England, by authority of parliament, in the office of 
a Iheriff, of the county of N. and do the 

keepers of the liberties of England profits, in all that 
belongeth you to do, by way of your oifEce, as far 
forth, as you may, or can. 

Yee (hall truly keep the keepers, &c. and all that 
belongeth to them ; ye fliall not affent to decreafe, to 
leffen, nor to concealment, of any of their rights, or 
franchizes, and whenfoever yee ihall have know, 
ledge, that their rights be concealed, or withdrawn, 
be it in l?inds, rents, franchizes, or fuits, or any 
other thing, ye fliall do your true power, to make 
them be rcftored to them again, and if ye may not 
do it, ye fliall certifie them thereof, fuch ;as you 
^ow for certain, will fay unto them ; yq fliall not 
refped their debts, for any gift, or favour, when ye 
P)ay raife them, without grievance tq the debtor ; 

T % ye fliall 
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jt (hall truly, and righteoufly, treat the people of 
your (heriffwick, and do right well, to poor, as to 
rich, in all, that belongs to your oifHce. 

Ye fhall do no wrong, to any man, for any gift, 
or other beheft, or promife of goods ; for favor, nor 
hate, ye fhall difturb no mans right; ye fhall acquit, 
at the exchequer,' all thofe, of whom ye fhall any 
thing receive, of the keepers, &c. debts ; ye fhall 
nothing take, whereby the keepers, &c. may loofe, 
or that right may be letten, or diflurbed, or the 
keepers, &c. debt delaid ; ye fhall truly receive, 
and truly ferve the keepers, &c. writs as far forth, 
as it fhall be in your cunning; ye fhall not have, to 
be your under fheriff, any of the fherifFs clerks, of 
the lafl years pafTed ; ye fhall take no bayliil\ into 
your fervice, but fuch, as you will anfwer for ; ye 
fhall make, each of your bailiffs, make fuch oath, as 
you make yourfelf, in that that belongeth to their 
occupation; ye fhall receive no writs, by you, nor 
any of yours, unfealed, nor any fealed', under the ' 
feal of any juftice, fave of juflices of Eyre, or juftices, 

^ affigned in the fame fliire, where you be fheriff in, 
or other juflices, having power, or authority, to 
make any writs unto you, by the law of the land. 

You fhall make your bayliffs, of the true, and 
fufEcient men in the country; ye fhall be dwelling, 
in your own proper perfon, within your bayliwick, 
for the time ; you fhall be in the fame office, except 
you fhall be licenfed, by the keepers, &c. you fhall 

/ not let your fheriffwick, nor any bayliwick thereof, 
to farm, to any man ; ye fhall truly fet, and return, 

^ reafonable, and due lufes, of them, that be within 
your bayliwick, after their eflate and behaviour, 
and make your pannel yourfelf, of fuch perforis, as 
be mofl meet, mofl fufEcient, and not fufpeft, nor 
procured, as it is ordained, in the flatute, and over 
this, in efchewing, and reft raining of the robberies, 

. manflaughters, and other manifold grievous offetices, 
that be done daily, by fuch, as name themfelves 

fpuldiers, 
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fouldiers, and by other vagrants, by which increafe, 
in muhitude, and number, fo that the good people . 
may not fafely ride, nor go, to do fuch things, as 
they have to do, to their intolerable hutt, and 
hindrance ; ye fhall truly, and efFeftually, with all 
, diligence poflible, to your power, execute the 
ftatute of Winchefter, for vaggabonds ; all thefe 
things, ye (hall well, and truly obferve, and keep* 
So help you God. 

It is the judgement of learned councel, that 
IherifFs may be indifted, for perjury, by wilful 
neglect of their duty, as other perfons, wilfully, or 
procuringly, perjures themfelves, &c. 



KING HENRY THE THIRD, 

Was crounedy at the age of 9 yeres^ the 28. OBober^ 
1216, he raigned 56 yeres^ and 20 dates ^ dyed^ the 
16. November y 1272, lyeth buried^ at Wejlmin/ier. 

None to be condemned^ but by the judgment of the law. 

STAT, ninth year of his reign, chap. 29. in par- 
Fiament, enads, that no free-man fliall be taken, 
or imprifoned, or be diffeazed, of his free-hold, 
liberties, or free cuftomes, or pafs upon him, or 
condemn him, but by lawful judgement of his 
equals, or by the law of the land; we will not fell to 
no man, we will not defer to any man, either 
juftice, or right. Reg. fo. 186. Coke, Pla. 456. 
Dyer, fo. 104. Coke, lib. 5. fo. 64. lib. 10. fo. 74. lib. 
n. fo* 99. flat. 2. Edw. 3. 8. 5. Edw. 3. 9. 14. Edw* 
3. 14. 28. Edw. 3. 3. II, Rich. 2. 10. 3. Carol. 

Pet. of right. See chap. 38. (a.c). 

Bakersy 
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Bakers 9 and breviers ^ faulty^ to be punijhed. 

Stat. 51. year of his reign, 1266, enafts, that if 
any baker, or brewer, be convift, becaufe he hath 
not obferved the aflize, of bread and ale, for the 
firft, fecond, and third time, he fliall be amerced, 
i^iccording to hLs offence, but if he amend not, then 
to fuffer punifhment of body, the baker, to the 
pillory, and brewer, to the tumbrel, which {hall not 
be remitted, for gold nor filver, and impowres ale 
punners, in every town, &c. every baker, to fet his 
own mark, on his bread. See chap. 49. (c). 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH, 

Born at Bollingbroke, in the countie ofLincolne^ began 
his raignCf the 26. of September j 1399, raigned 13 
yearesy and 6 moneths^ and died, in an. Dom. 1413, 
of the age of/^6 yeares^ buried j c^t Canterbury. 

Jii/iice Jhall be 'done in England. 

STAT, firft year of his reign, chapter the firft, 
ena£ts the confirmation, of the liberties of 
England, and all ftatutes, not repealed ; peace (hall 
]3e iTjiaintained, and juftice fliall be done, to all men. 

Sheriffes Jhall not let their county to farm. 

Stat, the fourth year of his reign, chapter the 
fifth, enafted, that every ftieriff, in England, fliall 
abide in proper perfon, . within his bayliwick, for 
the time, he fliall be fuch officer, and that, he fliall 
not let his bayliwick, to farm, to any man, for the 
time, that he occupieth, fuch office, and that the faid 

fberiffc 
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Iheriffe, be fworn, from time to time, to do the 
fame, in fpecial, amongft other articles, comprized, 
in the oath of Iheriffs. Stat. 23. Hen. 6. 10. 
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Began his raigne^ the 20. of March ^ was crouned^ at 
Wejlminjier^ the g. of Apr illy 14 13. He raigned 
9 yeareSi 1 m cnihs^ dicd^ in the cqftel of Boyes^ neer 
Parisy the 13. of Augujiy 1422, buried^ at Weji^ 

minjier* 

Coals to pay, two pence^ per chaldron, cuflome, and 

keels^ to be meafured. 

(a) O tat. the ninth year of his reign, chap. 9. 
\^ 10. it was enabled, the king iliould have 
two pence, of every chalder of coals, of unfranchized 
men, in the river, and port, at Newcaftle upon 
Tyiie, as cuftomes, and, for the better knowledge 
jof fuch cuftomes, ordains, that all keels, or boats, 
which carried coals, to fhips, fhould be, of the jull 
burden of twenty chaldron of coals. Notwifliftand- 
ing this a£t, the Newcaftle men, made the keels, 
to carry, fome, two, and fome, three and twenty, to 
wrong the king, of his cuftomes, which great cheat, 
was proved in parliament, where they enacted, to 
prevent fuch like, for the future, that fworn com- 
miflioners, fhould mark all keels, and other veii'cls, 
carrying coals, to (hips, upon pain of forfeiture, of 
keel and coals. See chap. 9. (a), 1 1. chap. (1). 



KING 
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KING HENRY THE SIXTH, 

Of the age of 8 moneihs^ began his raigne, the i . of 
September^ I422y crowned, atWeJ}?ninj}erythe 6, of 
November^ i/^2gy afterward^ crowned^ at Paris, 7. 
September^ i43^ raigned 38 yeares^ 6 nionethsy 4 
dayesj buried^ at Winfore. 

Punijhments of cujiomersy for not clearing Jhips. 

(a)OTAT. the eleventh year of his reign, chap. 
\^ 15. enafted, that, for as much as the cuf- 
tomers, and controlers, in the kings ports, do not 
write any warrants, in difcharge of merchants, of 
their merchandizes, by them Ihewed, and duely cui- 
tomed, tranfported, or imported, the fame caftom- 
ers, and controlers, do imbezel the kings cuftomes, 
and the merchants be greatly hindred, becaufe that 
the warrants might plainly (hew, and declare their 
due cuftome, when they be often, and unduly im- 
peached, in the kings exchequer; in confideration 
of the faid deceits, it was enafted, that the faid cuf- 
tomers, and controlers, fhall write, and deliver, fuf- 
ficient warrants, fealed, with the feal of their office, 
to that end ordained, to the faid merchants, not any 
thing to be given for the fame, but their due cuf- 
tome ; and, that in cafe any cuftomer, or controler, 
do the contrary, then the merchant may have an 
aftion, by vertue of this ordinance, to purfue every 
cuftomer, or controler, that doth the contrary, in 
every court of record, and being thereof attainted, 
fhall forfeit, to the king, for every default, ten 
pounds, and to the merchant grieved, that fueth, 
five pound. 11. Hen. 6. 15. See chap. 45. (e). 

The great danger y occajion^d by fmall riots. 

(b) In the 37. year of his reign, began fuch riots, 

routs, and unlawful affemblies, that it produced a 

worfe 
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J efFeft, then in king Richard the feconds dayes, 
1 was occafioned, between a yeoman of the 
1, and a ferving man, of the earle of Warwick, 
1 fo far increafed, not being timely prevented, 
it proved the root of many a woful tragedy, 
jht to death the duke of York, who was pro- 
ed fucceffor to the crown; the king, prince 
.rd his fon, all, ormoft of the peers of the landde- 
*d, by fidings, and, at leaft, fix and thirty thou- 
of the common people, cut off, at one battel, 
)ughton, in Yorkfhire, the king, queen, and 
e, put to flight, to Barwick. See Richard the 
d, what was done. See chapter 37. (a), 3. 
6. See Rich. 2. (e). 

ffs fees ; none of his officers fball be returned^ 
upon inquejisi letting to bayl^ £fff . 

) Stat. 23. Hen. the fixth, chapter 10. The 
confidering the great perjury, extortion, and 
:flion, which be, and have been, in his realm, by 
eriffes, under-flieriffs, and their clerks, coroners, 
rds of franchizes, bayliffs, and keepers of pri- 
and other officers, in divers counties of this 
I, have ordained, by the authority aforefaid, in 
wing of all fuch perjury, extortion, and oppref- 
and, that becaufe the flieriffe of every county, 
great, and neceflary officer, in the common- 
h, and ufed, as a fpeclal inftrument, to the fur- 
nce of juftice, in all fuits, purfued at the com- 
law, and his fervice is employed, in the begin- 
profecuting, and ending, of th^ mofl of them, 
fore, as the law, hath alwayes, had a fpecial re- 
of him, and forefeen, that he fhall be a man of 
inie, of worth, of credit, countenance, and 
y, (this is not William Fenwick, of North 
ig, in Northumberland, for he derogates from 
all) and that he fhall be allowed, a convenient 
id, and falary, for his pains, in moft cafes, fo 

U doth 
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doth fhe cairy a vigilant, and watchful eye, iipoit 
him, and his inferiour offficers, or fubftitutes, know- 
ing what grievous oppreifions might enfue, if flie 
ihould leave a man of his authority, and neceffiuy 
imployment, at liberty, to dive, at his pleafure, into 
ether mens purfe, and to take what he would, (as 
William Fenwick doth) therefore, fhe hath reftrainH^ 
him, his under fberiffe, bayliffe of franchizes^ and 
other bayliflfes, (moft of which are forefwom) within 
certain lifts, and affigned them, what they fhall take 
for arrefts, attachments, mainprizes, letting to bail, 
and ferving of executions, which, if any of them do 
exceed, he fhall forfeit, forty pound a time, and ihall 
be adjudged an extortioner, in which faid ftatute, it 
is enafted, that no fheriffe, under-fheriffe, or any 
bayliffe, by occafion, or under colour of his officer 
fhall take any other thing, by themfelves, or any 
other perfon, to their ufe, or to their profit, of any 
perfon, by any of them arretted, or attached, nor of 
any other for them, for the omitting of any arrcfft, 
br attachment, to be made, by their bodies, or of any 
perfon, by any of them, by force, or colour of their 
office, arretted, or attached, for fine, fee, mainprize, 
letting to bail, or, for fhewing any eafe, or favour, 
to any fuch perfon, fo arretted, for their reward, or 
profit, but fuch as follows ; the fheriffe, twenty- 
c5* pence, the bayliffe, which maketh the arreft, or 
attachment, four pence, the gaoler, if the prifonerbe 
committed to his ward, four pence; for making 
of a return, or paniel, and for the copy of a 
paniel, four-pence; no bond to be made,, by them, 
under colour of their office, but ©nely to tbeni' 
felves, for the appearance of any prifoner, at the 
day prefcribed, and what bond is otherwife, is 
void ; and he fhall take no more, for making fuck 
obligation, warrant, or precept, by him to be made^ 
but four pence; and all fheriffes, under-fheriffet^ 
clerks, bayliffes, gaolers, coroners, ftewards, bayli&s 
of franchizes, or any other officer, or mihiflers, 

whieb 
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which doth, contrary to the aforefaid ordinances, in 
any point of the fame, fliall lofe, to the party, in 
this behalf endamaged, or grieved, his treble 
damages, and (hall forfeit, forty pounds, at every 
tinie, that any do the contrary, in any point of the 
fame, whereof the king fliall have the one half, to 
be imployed, only to the life of his houfe, and the 
other, to the party, that will fue for the fame, by 
bill, plaint, &c. 

Ijhall lay open the excejjivefeesj extorted by thejheriffs 
of Northiimberlandy again/i the law^ viz. 

L s» dm 

Return a tales -060 

For allowance of a pony - -.--092 
For allowance of a writ, falfe judgement - o 16 6 
Upon execution granting out - - - -015 o 
And all upon the defendant, after execution i 1 1 6 
For breaking open an original proces - ^ o 2 6 
For the warrant thereof --- ^ *oo6 
Bayliffs, for the arrefl: from the plaintiff -010 

From the party arretted 018 

To fil^sbayl above, and t^kingth^ declaration 080 

This is coftly law. 

This juftice is both bought and fold, &c. 
A bill of indiftment, before a judge, would re* 
due? thefe, &Cf 

The form of an indi^mentyforjheriffu 

(d) London ff. The jurors, for the lord protec- 
tor, of the commonwealth of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, &g. upon their oaths, do prefent, that 
John Butler, of London, flieriffe, the 20th, day of 
Auguft^ in the year of our Lord God, 1652, being 
then iheriffe, and keeper of the prifon, of the New- 
gate, in London, the day, and year aforefaid, did, 
bjr force, or colour of his faid office, as (heriflfe, and 

U 2 keeper 
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keeper of the faid prifon, unlawfully, and extor- 
tionoufly exaft, and take of one John Cuthberton, 
then, and there, being arrefted, and imprifoned in 
the faid prifon, under the cuftody of the faid flieriff, 
at the fuit of John Roe, the fum of fix {hillings and 
eight pence, for the fee of the faid flieriffe, and 
keeper, for the cuftody of the faid John, in the 
faid prifon, from the 2q. day of the month of May, 
in the year aforefaid, until the 20. day of Auguft, 
then next following, to the great damage of the 
faid John, and to the evill example of others, in the 
like cafe offending, and contrary to the forni of the 
ftatiite, in fuch cafe made, and provided, and 
againft the public peace. See chap. 58. (c), (d), (b), 
ftat. 23. Hen. 8. 3. 



KING HENRY THE SEVENTH, 

Began his raigney the 22. of yune^ 1485, and w^i 
crowned, at Wejlminjler^ the 30. of 06iober. He 
raigned 25 yeares, and 8 monthesj and died, the 22. 
of Aprils lieth buried^ at Wejlmin/ier. 

STAT. 3. Hen. 7. chap. i. * It is enaOied, if 
any coroner be remifle, and maketh not in- 
quifition upon the view of the body dead, and 
certifie not, according to his office, it is ordained, 
that he fhall, for every default, forfeit five pounds. 
See chap. 10. (o.p), chap. 48. 29. 49. 

Weights and meafuresy &fr. 

Stat. 1 1. Hen, 7. chap. 4. For as much, ^s many 
grievances have been fet forth, unto ' this prefent 
parlament, of the great fravid, ^nd deceit, ip 

meafures, 
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meafures, and weights, for remedy whereof, it is 
ordained, and enafited, that, to the knights, and 
citizens, of every (hire, and city, aflembled, in this 
prefent parlanlent, barons of the five ports, and 
^certain burgeffes, of burrough towns, ere they de- 
part, from this prefent parliament, be delivered, 
one, of every weight, and meafure, which now is 
made of brafs, for the good of the fubje^, accord- 
ing to the kings ftandard, of his exchequer, of 
weights, and meafures, and that they Ihall caufe all 
common weights, and meafures, to be as abovefaid, 
and all fuch as prove defedive, then fuch weights 
and meafures, fhall be broken and burnt, and the 
party pay twenty (hillings, and be fet in the pillory ; . 

the quarter of corn, to be eight bufliels, railed, and 
llruck, and fourteen pound, to the ftone of wool, 
&c. and water meafure, to be five pecks on fhip 
board, according to the ftandard, &c. See chap. 
49> (c). 

No ordinance to be made by corporations ^ &f r, 

Bya£t of parlament, 19. Hen. 7, 7. That mafters, 
v/ardens, and people of guilds, fraternities, and of 
other companies corporate, oftentimes, by colour 
of rule, and governance, to them granted by charter, 
and letters pattents, made amongft themfelves, 
many unlawfuU, and unwarrantable ordinances, as 
Tsvell in prizes of wages, as other things, for their 
own Angular profit, and to the common hurt, and 
damage of the people, be it enafted, and it is hereby 
enafted, that no fuch mafter, wardens, nor com- 
panies*, make, nor ufe, any ordinance, in diflierit- 
ance, nor diminition, of the prerogative of the king, 
nor of others,* nor againft the common profit of 
the people, nor none other ordinance of charge, 
except it were firft difcuft, ufed, and and proved, 
by good advice of the juftices of peace, or the chief 
governors of cities, and before them, entered up- 

9H 
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on record, ^uid that upon pain^ to loofe, and forfeit 
the force) and effect of all the articles, in their faid 
letters patterns, and charters contained, concerning 
the fame^ and over that, to pay ten pounds to the 
jking, for every ordinance, that any of them made, 
or vkdy to the contrary, the fame ordinance to 
indure, at the kings pleafure, which aft was then 
expired, and fince the expiration of the fame, many 
ordin«>nces have been made, by many private bodies, 
within divers cities, towns, and burroughs, contrary 
to the kings prerogative, his laws, and the common 
weal of his fubjefts ; be it therefore enafted, that no 
Hiafters, wardens, and fellowfiiip of crafts, or myfte- 
ries, nor of any rulers of guilds, or fraternities,* 
take upon them, to make any afts, or ordinances, 
nor to execute any, by them heretofore made, in 
diihertion, or diminition of the prerogative of the 
king^ nor of other, nor againft thq common profit 
of the people, except the faid afts, and ordinances, 
be examined, and approved by the chancellor, trea- 
furer of England, or chief juftices, of either bench- 
es, or three of them, or before both the juftices of 
affixes, in their circuit, in the {hire, where fuch afts, 
pr ordinances be made, upon pain of forfeiture of 
forty pounds, for every time they doe to the con^ 
irary ; and over that, it is enafted, that none of the 
fame bodies corporate, take upon them, to make 
any afts, or ordinances, to reftrain* any perfon, or 
perfons, to fue to the king, or any of his courts, for 
due remedy, to be had in their caufes, nor put, nor 
execute any penalty, or puniihment, upon any of 
them, for any fuch fuit to be made, upon pain of 
forfeiture of forty pounds, for every time, that they 
do to the contrary. See chap. 39, (a), 30. (d), 
43. (d), and chap. 10. (g). 

This ftatute will prove ofFenfive to the free hoaft-^ 
men, and the charter of the admiralty, if well pro- 
iecvited, and pay them for all the wrongs done. 

JCING 
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KING HENRY THE EIGHTH, 

Was borne i at Greenwich j entered his raigne^ being \ 8 
yeares of age ^ the 23. April l, 150$,. was crouned^ 
at Wejiminfter^ the 1^. of June following. Heraign*^ 
ed 37 yeares^ arid 9 months^ diedy the 28. ofjune^ 
buried, at Win/or. 

(a)OTAT. auHeit; 8. chap. 18. In the vacancy 
l^ of the fea of Durham, cardinal Wolfey bet- 
ing dead, and lio knights, nor burgeffes, in parla^^ 
ment, for Durham, and Northumberland, then, the 
mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, knowing there 
could be no oppofition, petitioned the king, and par- • 
lament, for that, whereas the mayor, burgeffes, and 
commonalty of that town, having been faithfull fub*^ 
jeds, and held, in fee, from his progenitors, that 
town, port, and haven of the river of Tiae, thereun* 
to belonging, and of -All ground,* which the water 
covered, within the faid river of Tine, from the 
mouth of the faid river, called Sparhawke, and to 
Headwin ftreams, in their demean, as of fee, in right 
of the crown, and that all merchandizes, carryed by 
any fhip, or veffell, into that port, or carried out, ufed 
to be discharged, and loaden, only, at that town, by 
which means, the cuftoms, fubfidies, and tole, were 
received there, for his majefties ufe, 500L per annum, 
and that by reafon of thofe liberties, and franchizes, 
that town hath been well f eplenifhed, and maintain^ 
ed, and able to furiiifh his majefty, with four hun- 
dred marriners for the war, and by reafon of feveral 
great perfonages, as well fpiritual, as temporal, hav- 
ing lands adjoyning to the faid river, have loaden 
and unloaden fhips, with feveral merchandizes, and 
paid no cuftoms, to the utter undoing of the town, 
and the grea^ difhertion of your highnefs, and mi- 
niihment to your cuftoms, and that divers weyers, 
and fifli-gates, were erefted in the faid river, by 

means 
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means whereof great fand-beds, and gravel heaps, be 
grown, and caft up, in the fald river, that within few 
years to come, no fliip of good burthen, or weight,*. 
ihall be able to come tip to the town, to the fnefti- 
mable hurt of the countries, thereunto adjoyning, and 
to the damage of your realm,* efpecialJy, to all per- 
fons needing fea coals, which be onely conveyed, 
from the faid port, and no where elfe, to be fhipped, 
or had, but there. 

In confideratidn whereof, may it pJeafc your ma- 
jeftie, out of your bounden grace, with the aflfent of 
your lords, fpiritual and temporal, and the com- 
mons, in parlament, to enaft, ordain, and eftablifh, 
that from henceforth, any tnerchant, or merchants, 
• or any other perfon, or perfons, Ihall not fhip, load, 
or unload, any merchandize, or other wares of 
goods, to be fold here, between the faid place, call- 
ed Sparhawke, and Head win dreams, (being fourteen 
miles in length) but onely at Newcaftlei upon pain 
of forfeiture, of all fuch goods, and wares, and mer- 
chandizes, to the king. 

And for the mayor, and burgeffes, to pull down all 
weires, goares, and engins, which was granted by the 
faid ftatute, provided alwaies this aft be not prejudical 
to any perfon, or perfons, being the kings fubjefts, 
for building, fhipping, loading, or unloading, any 
fait, or fifli, within the faid river, and port, or to any 
of them, or to any other perfons, repairing to the 
faid port, with (hips and merchandizes, for felling, 
or buying of any merchandizes, or w^res, needtu! 
for vidualing^ and amending of the faid (hips,* at 
the time of their being in the faid port, this ad, or 
any thing comprifed in the fame, notwithftanding- 
See chap. 50. (c). 

A table of fees y for citjloms^ toles^ ^c. in towns. 

(B)Stat. 22. Hen. 8. chap. 8. Be it enadted, that 
every city, borough, and town corporate, their offi- 
cer 
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cr fhall fet lip, of caiufe a table, in dpen place, of, 
iid for the ceftainty of all fuch, and every duty, of 
very ftlch cuftotn, tolfej and duty, or ftim of ihoney, 
f fuch wares and merchandji:es, to be demanded, 
ft required, as above rehearfed, fhall, and may plaiti- 
f sippear t6 be declared, to the intent, that nothing 
►e iexaded, btherwife, thaii in old time hath httn u* 
5d, and acciiftomed, upon pain of eSoh city, five 
•durid, and every corporation, forty {hillings, fdt eV- 
ry month, that the laid table fhall fail to b6 fet up, 
he moyety to the kiirg, and the other tp tht party, ^ 
hit will ftie for the fame, by x^^rit, bill, plaint, or in- 
brmatiori, in which the defendant fhall have no af- 
byn, wager of law, lior prote6:io)i of kw, allowed, 
Jee chap. 44. (e). 

jii commi/Jton of feweh^ tsfc. 

(c) Stat. dj. Heii. 8. chap, 5. The king, confi- 
lering the abfdlute neeeffity, of granting a general 
ift, for commiflioners of fewers, to be direfted^ in 
all parts of his realm, for the advancing of the 
commonwealth, and commodity of this his realm, 
and likewifcj confidering the daily gteat damages, 
ind lofTes, trhich have happened in many parts of 
the nation j in the decays «nd fpoil of rivers, to the 
ineflimable damages of the commonwealth, which 
do daily increafe ; for remedy whereof, it is enafted, 
that there be commiffloneri of fuers, and other pf e- 
mifes, diredted, in all patts, from time to time, 
where and when need fhall require, to fuch fub- 
flantial, and indifferent perfons, as fhall be iiam^d 
by the lord chancellor, and lord treafurer of Eng- 
land, and the two chief juflices, fdf the time be- 
ing, or by three of them, whereof the lord chan- 
cellot to be one. 

The commiflioners to be refiding, in the refpe^ive 
countie, where the commiflion is direfted, (which 
faid commifTioners, will prefetve the faid river) hav- 

X ing 
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ing power given them, to conftitute and ordain 
laws, ordinances, and decrees, and to repeal, reform, 
and amend, as need ihall require, any defe^. 

Alfo, to pull down any newfances, incroachments, 
or the like, erefted in the faid rivers, and to caufe 
buildings of wharfs, for the good of the fame, and 
power, to rate, and tax any perfon whatfoever, 
towards the charge, for the good of the faid rivers, 
or having fpoyled the fame, to feize his, or their 
lands, tenements, goods, and chattels, for the faid 
taxes, and to difpofe of the fame, by fail, leafe, or 
otherwife, fix commiffioners being prefent, and 
every commiffioner is to have four (hillings a day, 
when they fit, and the clerk, two fhillings a day, out 
of the taxes. I refer the reft of this power, to the 
relation of thefe ftatutes following. 3. Edw, 6* 9* 
13. Eliz. 9. See 34. chap, (c), 35. (a.b). 

An attaint again/i a jury. , 

(d) Stat. 23. Hen. 8. chap. 3. The law having 
firft ufed all good devices to caufe fheriffs, under- 
flieriffs, bayliffs of liberties, coroners, and all others 
authorized to return, and impannel juries, to be in- 
different, and to return the laid jurors, and juries, 
without all partiallity, apd that they (hall be no 
furtherers, maintainers, nor affifters to perjury, 
fubordination, or embracery, and alfo having provi- 
ded, that all thofe jurors, which be fo returned upon 
inquefts, and to try inquefts, and to try ifTues be- 
tween party and party, may again, one by one, be 
iifted, tryed, and examined, whether they ftanding 
unfworn, be indifferent, or not ; (he doth then ex- 
pefl: from thofe jurors, verididwn^ a true tale, that 
is to fay, a true verdift, or prefentment, of fuch 
things as be given them, in charge, according to 
their evidence, but if the fame jurors, will decline 
from truth, and make a falfe prefentment, contrary 
to their evidence,* then, it h not to be tearmed 

veredidum^ 
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verediSlum, but perjuriumj and it will be returned to 
them, as malediSluniy for by the common-law, they 
being attainted, by the verdift of four and twenty 
other jurors, Ihall receive a curfed, and villainous 
judgement; therefore, viz. 

The faid jurors, fhall lofe the freedom bf the law, 
their wives, and children fhall be thruft out of 
their houfes, their houfes fliall be pulled down to 
the ground, their orchards, and gardens fhall be 
fubplanted, their trees fhall be digged up by the 
roots, their meadows fhall be eyred up, all their 
goods, and chattels, which they have at the time of 
the attaint brought, or at any time after, fhall be 
forfeited to the king, the king fhall have all the 
profit of their forfeited lands, during their lives, 
and they fliall be committed to perpetuall prifon, 
l«^hich judgement, was devifed, and many years put 
in execution, to the intent, it might be known, 
how much the common-law did deteft, and punifh 
wilful! perjury, and falfehood, in thofe who fhe 
trufted, in place of juflice, and from whom fhe ac- 
coun}:ed to receive truth. See Poulton^ Perjury ^ ( 1 6)» 
See chap. 58. (b.c.d,) flat. 23. Hen. 6. 10. (d). 

To prevent fpoyl in rivers hy hallajl. 

(c) Stat. 34. Hen. 8. 9. The king, for the good 
and prefervation of rivers, enafted, that what perfon, 
or perfons, do cafl, or unlade any ballafl, rubbifh, 
gravel, or other wreck out of any fhip, crayer, or 
other vefTels, being within any haven-road, channel, 
. or river to any port, town, or other city, or 
borough, within this realm, but onely upon the 
land, above the full fea-mark, upon pain of forfi- 
ture of five pound a time, the one half to the king, • 
the other, to the party difcovering, that will fue for 
the fame, by bill, plaint, or otherwife, no wager of 
law admitted, or any efToyn, or protection allowed. 

X 2 This 
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This is a legal courfe, but Newcaftle afts not 
hereby, as you may fee, in chap* 34* (c), 35. (a.b), 
12. chap, (6), 14. (b). 



KING EDWARD THE FIRST. 

Sheriffs punijhed for rrfujing bail. 

(a)QTAT. 3. Ed. I. 15. King Edward the firft, 
i^ for as much as fheriffs, and others, which 
have taken, and kept in prifpn, perfons detefted of 
felony, and incontinent, have let out, by plevyn, 
fuch as were not replevifable, and kept in perfons, 
fuch as were replevifable, becaufe they would win ot 
the one party, and grieve the other, it is ordained, 
that if any flieriffe, or any other, which hath the 
keeping of prifons, let any go at large, by furety, 
that is not replevifable, and thereof be attainted, he 
fhall lofe his fee, and ofEce, for ever, and if the 
under-fherifFe, conftable, or bayliff, of fuch "who 
have fees, for keeping of prifons, do it, contrary to 
the will of his iprd, or any pther bayliff, being not 
of fee, they fhall have three years iinprifonment, and 
make fine, at the kings pleafure*, and if any man 
with-hold a prifoner replevifable, aft^r that they have 
offered fufficient furety, he fhall pay a grievous 
amerciament to the king, and if he take any re- 
ward, for the deliverance of fuch, he fhall pay it 
double, to the prifoner, and alfo, fliall pay a grievous 
amerciament, to the king. See flat. 27. Edw. i. 3. 
flat. 3. Hen. 7. 2. the firft and fecond Philip and 
Mary, 13. See 30. chap, (b)^ 2>7* cfeap. (a), 41. 
chap. (a). ' ^ • 
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OUTRAGEOUS TOLE| Sff. ^$1 

Extortion in (fficers. 

(b) Stat. 3. Ed. I, 26. The king ordains, that 
none of his officers fhall compiit extortion, neither 
(herife, nor other fhall take reward, to do hi^ 
office, but fhall be paid, of that which they take of 
the king, ai>d he that fo doth, fhall pay, or yeel4 
two times as much, and fhall be punifhed, at th^ 
kings pleafurc. See flat. 23. He|i, 6. 10. 

Outrageous tale. 

(c) Stat. 3. Edw. I. 30. The king ordains, that 
fuch who takes outrageous tole, contrary to the 
common cuflome of the realm, in market towns, by 
the lord, then the franchizes of the faid market, to 
be feized into the kings hand, and if it be in. the 
kings town, which is let in the farm, the franchizes 
to be feized, in the kings hand, and if it be done, 
by a bayliffe, without confent of his lord, he fhall 
reflore doublje, and fhall have forty dayes imprifpn- ' 
ment ; touching citizens, and burgeffes, to whom 
the king grafted murrage, to inclofe their towns,* 
which takes fuch murrage, otherwife then it waJj 
granted unto them, and thereof be attainted, it is 
provided, that they fhall lofe their charter, or grant, 
for ever, and fhall bie grievoufly amerced, unto the 
king. (See 44. Edw. 3. fo. 20.) 43. Edw. 3. fo. 29. 
(Fit. N. B. fp. 94.). See 11. chap, (h), 44. (i), 49. 
(c), 48.(a). 

Perfons attached out of their liberty* 

(d) Stat. 3. Ed. I. 34. For as much as great men, 
and the fiayliffs, and others, the kings officers onely 
excepted, unto vhom fpecial authority is given, 
which, at the complaint of fome, are by their own 
authority attached, others paffing through their 
jurifdiftjons with their goods, compelling them to 

anfwer 
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anfwer afore them,* upon contraft, covenants, and 
trefpaffes, out of their jurifdifiion, where indeed 
they hold nothing of them, or within their fran- 
chizes, where their power is, in prejudice of the 
king, and his crown, and to the damage of the 
people, it is provided, that none, from henceforth, 
fo do, and if any do, he (hall pay to him, that by 
his occafion fliall be attached, his damage double, 
and (hall be grievoufly amerced to the king. 3. Ed. 
I. 16. See chap. 30. (b). 

The penalties for procuring writs. 

(e) Stat. 13. Edw. I. 2>^. For^s much as lords of 
courts, and others, that keeps courts, and ftewards, 
intending to grieve their inferiors, where they have 
no lawful means fo to do, procures others, to move 
matters againft them, and to put in fureties, and 
other pledges, or to purchafe writs, and at the 
fuit of fuch plaintiffes, compels them to follow the 
county, hundred, wapentake, and other like courts, 
untill they have made fine with them, at tHeir will; 
it is ordained, that it (hall not be fo ufed hereafter, 
and if any be attached^ upon fuch falfe complaints, 
he fhall replevy his diftre(re, fo taken, and fhall caufe 
the matter to be brought afore the juftice, before 
whom, if the (heriflT bayliflF, or other lord, after 
that the party diftrained, hath framed his complaint, 
will advow the diftre(re lawful, by reafon of fuch 
complaints made unto them, and it be replied, that 
fuch complaints were moved malicioufly, againft the 
party, by the folicitation, or procurement of the 
flierifF, or other bayliflPe, or lord, the fame replica- 
tion (hall be admitted, and if they be jconvifted 
hereupon, they (hall make fine to the king, and 
treble damages to the party grieved. See ftat. 8. 
]Eliz. 2, 
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KING EDWARD THE FIRST. 

No tax to be levied but by parliament, iffc. 

(f) Stat. 25. Edw. 1.6. Be it enaSed, that none 
Ihall be charged, by any charge, or impofition, nor 
be compelled to contribute to any tax, talledge, aid, 
or other like charge, not fet by common confent in 
parliament. 

ji %vrit called Ad quoddamunij to purchafe fairs^ 

markets^ ^c. 

(g) Stat. 27. Ed. I. 1299. The king ordaina, 
that if any perfon, or perfons, having a mind to ob- 
tain any liberties, fairs, markets, or the like, may 
have this writ out of chancery, called Ad quoddor 
mum ; if the inqueft pafle for them, they fliall have 
it, for remembrance of which thing, there is an in- 
denture made, and divided into three parts, where- 
of one part remains in the chancery, another in the 
exchequor^ and the third in the wardrop. RegifL 
fo. 247. Fitz. N. B. fo. 221. Raft. Pla. fo. 25. 32. 
See chap. 48. (a.b), 44. (i), 49. (a.g), 50. (a), 29. 
(a), 47. (a), 51. (a), 50. (c), and chap. ix. 
(i.k). 

This writ, called a quo warranto^ will dajh any char- 
ter apeetes exceeded. 

(h) Stat. 30. Ed. I. 1301. The king and his 
parliament, provided well for the weal of the nation, 
againft any indiredt courfe, profecuted under colour 
of charter, grants, &c. either by not putting in exe- 
cution, what is granted to corporations, or exceed- 
ing their powers, ordains this writ, whereby all men 
may have right, if they look after it, viz. The 
king to the (herifF, greeting, fummon by good fum- 
mons, &c. that they be before us, at &c. in our 
next coming, into the county aforefaid, or before 
our juftices of affize, when they ihall come into 
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thofe parts, to fhew, by what t^^aitafit they claim 
fuch liberties, and hold a view of frank pledge, in 
their maniidr t)f &c. 6r by what warrant they ha\e, 
to hold Tholonium (Jollis) for theih^ and their 
heirs, and by what warrant they do Inch wrongs, 
&c. 

This writ, is like twenty of the violentfeft maftiffs^ 
upon a fmall bear, tearing her all in peeces, they 
being unmuzled. There is great want of fuch bay- 
ting. 

(i) Doftor Lamb, who was killed by a rude mul- 
titude, in London, artd foon kfter buried, but by 
reafon a coroner did not view his dead body, &c. 
this writ was brought, by attorney general Noy, 
who voided their charter, and they were fined many 
thoufand pounds, and paid, &c. 

(k) Loliddn^Derry, onely for exceeding their 
power, in their charter, were ferved the very 
like, &c. 

This writ would do the like to Newcaftle, if 
afted, for exceeding their powers, and not burying 
Mr. Snapes fon, one Gray, and William Rea, who 
were drowned in that river, as they are tyed to do 
by charter. See chap. lo. (o^p), and fee chap. 29. 
(a), 48. (b), 49. (y). 

No dljiteffi without warranto 

(l) Stat* 34. Ed. I. 2. The king ordains, that no 
officer of his, or his heirs, Ihall take any corn, cat- 
tle, or any other goods whatever, from any perfon, 
without tne good will, and affent of the party, to 
whom the goods belonged. See chap. 47. (a), 
30. (b). 
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KING EDWAI^D TttE SECOND, 

Surnamed Carnarven^ was crdunedj at Wefifninfl'er^ 
at the 22, yere of his agSy the 2^. of February ^ 
1308. He raigfied ig yere, 6 monethes, was depofed 
the 25. ofydni'VoariiiSy 1326. He was Jlaym in tht 
eajUe hfBarktey^ in the 43. yere of his age. 

Breaking of prifons. 

(a) O tat. i. Ed. 2. 1307, By the coirtmon-latr 
l3 of England, if aiiiiin had been imprifoned, and 
broke the prifon, he (hould have been hanged, for what 
feaufe fdever he had been imprifoned^ yea, although 
it had been btit fbr trefpafs, which great enormity 
Ivas fedreffed, by this ftatute of 1. Edw. 2. intitu* 
led, De frangeniibus prifonam^ the wdrd^ xitrhere be 
thefe, toUchitig prifoners breakitig of prifon, our 
lord the king, doth will atid cdnlmand, that none^ 
tvhich from henceforth do bteak prifon J fhall have 
judgement of life, and member, for the breaking of 
prifon onely, except the caufb for the which he was 
taken, and imprifoned, doth require fuch judgement, 
if he flioiild have beeft conviQ:ed thereof, according 
to the l^w, and cuftom of the realm, though in times 
paft, it hath been otherwife ufed, and therefore it is to 
be conflderedi who is' a prifoiler, and what i^ break- 
ing of prifon. According to the meaning of the 
Siforefaid ftatute^ every petfon, who is under arreft, 
for felony, is a prifbner, as well being out of the 
goal, as Within, fo that if he be but in the (locks, 
in the ftreet, or out of the ftocks, in the pofTefSon 
of any, that hath arrefted him, and doth make an 
efcape, that is a breaking of prifon, in the prifoner, 
for imprifonment is none other, but a relraint of 
liberty* Raft. pla. fo. 247. 340. Kil. fo. 87. 
Dyer, fo. 99. Fitz. Coron. 134. Bro. Coron. 
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Unfufficient Sheriffs. 

(b) Stat. 9, Edw. 2. 13 15. The king, receiving 
great compl^nts, from the great men, and people 
in parliament, throughout the whole realm, per- 
ceived great damage done to him, and great op- 
preffion, and diiberitances to his people, by reafon 
of unfufficient iheriffs, and bailiffs; the king, re- 
folved to prevent fuch evil oppreflions, and difheri- 
tances, by the alfent of his prelates, barons, &c. 
enacted, that the iheriffs, fhall have fufficient land, 
within the fame fliire, to anfwer the king, and bis 
people, and to attend his office, and if any {heri£Fs> 
or hundreders, be unfufficient, fhall be removed,* 
aiid others, more convenient, put in their place ; 
that none fhall farm his land ^ that writs, fent to the 
flieriffs, fhall be executed by the hundreders, fwoia 
and known j they to be fuch as have land, to 

anfwer, and not by others, fo that the people may ' 
know to whom to fue, fuch execution, faving always 
the returns of the writs, to them that have tbem, 
or ought to have them, 

The kingj by his prerogative ^ Jball have the wreck of 

the/ea. 

■ (c) S,tat. 17. Edw. 2. IK It is enafted, that the 
king fhall have the wreck of the fea, throughout 
the realm, whales, and great fturgeon, taken in the 
fea, or elfewhere, within the realm, except in cer- 
tain places privileged by the king. See flat. 3. 
Edw. ir 4. Raft. pla. fo. 611. Co. lib. fo. 106. io3. 
I. Hen. 7. fo. 23. II. Hen. 4. fo. 16. 9. Hen. 7. fo. 
20. 35. Hen. 6. fo^ 27. See chap. 10. (s), 30. (a), 
29. (d), 30; (c). 
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The kingjhall have all felons goods. 

(d) Stat. 17. Ed. a. 1 6, Be it enaded, the 
king fhall have the goods of all felons, attainted, and 
fugitives, wher^foever they be found, and if they 
have freehold, then it fhall be forthwith taken into 
the kings hands, and the king fhall have all profits 
of the fanie, by one year^ and one day, and the land 
(hall be wafled, and deflroyed, the .houfes, woods, 
and gardens, and all manner of things, belonging to 
the fanie, excepting men of certain places, privileged 
by the king therefore, and after he hath bad the 
year and the day, and the wafle, then the land fhaU 
bereftored to the chief lord of the fame fee, unlefe 
that he fine before with the king, for the year and 
the day, -and the wafle; rieverthelefs, it is ufed in the 
county of Glocefler, by cuflome, that after one year 
and a day, the lands, and tenements of fellons iball 
revert, and be reftored to the next heir^ to whom 
it ought to have defcended, if the feliony had not 
been done, and in Kent, the cuflome is gavel kind, 
the father to the bow, and the fon to the plow: AH 
heirs male fhall divide their inheritance, and like- 
wife women, but women fhall not make partition 
with men, and a woman, after the djsath of her 
hufband, fhall be endowed of the tnoiety, afiid if ihe 
commit fornication, in her widowhood, or take at^ 
hufband after, fhall loofe her dower. Fitz. N. B. fo, 
1 44. Regifl. fo. 1 6$. V. N. B. fo. 99, V. N. B. fo^ 
5. See chap. 10. (s), 53. (a). 
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KING EDWARD THE THIRD, 

Some at Win/or, was crowned^ at Wejimin/iery the 

2. of Feb • ^3^79 k^it^S ^Sy^^^^^ oldeyraigned 50 
yearesj 4 rnonihsy 24 dai^s, dyedy the 2iw of Jum^ 
1377^ lyeth buried y in Wiftminfter. 

Enquiry of Coalers y which Jhall procure frif oners u 

he(;ome appealers* 

(a)QTAT. I. Edw. 3, 7. Be it enaaed, for the 
Ij efchewing the damages, and deftrudion, that 
often doth happen by iheriff$, goalers, and keepers 
of prifons, within franchiz^s, and without, which 
have pained their prifoner?, and by fuch eyiU nie<ins, 
compel, and procure them to become appealers, and 
to appeal harmlefs, and guiltlefs people, to the in- 
tent to have ranfome of fvich appealed perfon, for 
fear of imprifonment, or pther caufe, the juftices of 
the one bench, and of the other, and juftices of 
iffizes, and goal delivery, fliall, by force pf thi$ 
ftatute, enquire of fuch compulfiye puiiifhments, and 
procurement^, and hear the complaints of all them 
that will complain, in fuch cafes by bill, and (hall 
hear, and determine fuch plaints, as well at the fuit 
of the partyi as at the kipgs fuit. Stat. 13. Edw. 
\. 12. 14. £d. 3* 10. Raft. pi. fo. $(i. 

None to^ ride artnedy exceply fsfc. 

(b) Stat. 2. Edw. 3. 3. Be it enafted, that none 
Ihall ride, or go armed, but fuch as are the kings 
fervants, or being licenced, nor his officers, todb- 
their office by force of arms, nor bring any force, in 
an affray of the peace ; neither to be armed by day, 
iior night, in any place, upon pain of forfeiture of 
their arms, and imprifonment, diiring the plciafure 
pf the king: AH officers wjiateveris required to put 
^his aft in force. See chap. 37. (a). 
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(c) 2. Edw, 3. 6. 2. Edw. 4. 5. Every juftice of 
peace, upon his di&retion, may bind to the peace^ 
pr good behaviour, fuch as are common barrators. 
A common barrator is he, which i$ either a com- 
mon moover, and ftirrer up, or maintainer of fuits 
in law, in any courts of record, or elfe of quarrels, 
or parts in the country ; as if any court of record, 
county court, hundred, or other inferior courts, any 
perfon, by fraud, and malice, under colour of law, 
(hall themfelves maintain, or ftir up others unto 
multiplicity of unjuft, and feigned fuits, or infor- 
piations, upon penal laws, or Ihall malicioufly pur« 
chafe a fpecial fupplicavit of the peace, to force the 
other party to yeeld to him compofition, all fuch as 
are barrators in the countrey, and thefe are three 
forts. 

Firft, difturbers of the peace ;'^ fuch are either 
common quarrellers, or fighters in their own caufe, 
or common moovers, or maintainers of quarrels, 
and afiFraies between others. 

Secondly, common takers, or detain^ris by force, 
or fubtlety of the pofTeffiotis of houfes, lands, or 
goods, which have been in queftion, or controverfie. 

Thirdly, inventers, and fowers of falfe reports, 
whereby difcords arifeth, or .may arife between 
neighbors ; yea, if one be communis feminator litium^ 
he is a barrator, or if any man, of hinifelf, be com- 
munis opprefor vicinorum^ a common oppreffor of^ 
or wrangler with his neighbors, either by unjuft, 
or wrangling fuits, or other oppreffions, or deceits, 
he is a barrator, or if one communis pads perturbater^ 
calumniator^ et malefailor, he is a barrator^ but ajl ^ 
fuch perfons muft be common barrators, not in one^ 
pr two, but in many caufes. See Lamb. 79. Co. 8* 
36. Co. 1.338. Co. 8. 36. Cromp. 257. Co. 8. 7. 

(d) Stat. 2. Edw. "3. 8. It is accorded, and efta- J^'^j^^^ 
bliflied, that it fhall not be commanded by the great ^^^ ^^^i 
feal, nor the little feal, to difturb, or delay common charters m 
rights a;id though fuch comimaadements do com$i, England, tiiai 

thcbc"°j"*? &c 
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the juftices fliall not therefore leave to do lighti in 
any point. Stat. 9. Hen. 3. 29. 5. Ed, 3. 9. 14, 
Edw. 3. 14. 

Gold and Jilver prohibited^ &c. 

(e) Stat 9. Edw. 3. I. Noperfon fhall carry gold, 
or filver out of the realm, without the kings licence; 
who fo doth, fliall forfeit all fuch as is carrying, with 
ihip, &c. Stat, 5. Rich. %. 2. Stat, z* Heu. 6. 6. 19, 
Hen. 7. 5. 

RaUs on viduals* 

• 

(f) Stat. 23. Edw, 3. 6. The king ordains, all 
perlons whatever, . which fells any kind of viduals, 
fhall be bound to fell their viftual, at a reafonfable 
rate, or price, having refpeft to the price, that fuch 
viftuall be fold at, in the places adjoyning, fo that 
the feller may have a moderate gain, and not excet 
five,* and if the feller do fell otherwife, fhall pay dou- 
ble back. The mayor, and bay liifs of the city, mar-f 
ket-towns, and other corporate towns, and the ports of 
the fea, Ihall have power to enquire of all offenders in 
the fame, and to levy the faid pain (upon them^ 
felves) for their ufe, who fueth for the fame } and h 
cafe the; mayor, and bayliffs, be negligent in put- 
iting in execution, any of the premifes, and thereof 
be convifted, before juflices affigned, then the faid 
mayor, and bayliffs, fhall be compelled by the&id 
juflices, to pay the treble of the things fo £c>ld, to the 
party damnified, and alfo, fhall be grievoufly poniih- 
ed by the king. 23. Edw. 3. 4. See cbjip. 50* (a), 
44. (e), 48. (a), 51. (a), 29, (a)- 

None to be condemned without his anfwsr^ &fr. 

(g) Stat. 28. Edw. 3» 3, The king ordains, that 
HO man, of what eitat^, or condition he he, fhall be 

.put 



PENALTIES ON MAYORS, SHRIFFS, &C. ifi^ 

put out of his land, nor tenements, nor taken, nor 
imprifonedj nor dif-inherited, nor put to death, 
without being brought to anfwer, by due procefs of 
law. Stat. g. Hei^. 3. 29. 5. Edw. 3. 9. 25. Ed* 
3. 4. See chap. 10 (x), 38. (c), 41. (a), 43. (d), 
38. (a). 

Penalty of a mdpr^ Jheriff^ and aldermen^ for not re* 

drejfmg grievances. 

(H)Stat. 28. Edw. 3. 10* Becaufe of the errors, 
defaults, and mifprifions, which be ndtorioufly ufed 
in cities, boroughs, and corporations, for default of 
good governance, of the mayor, fheriflF, and alder- 
men, cannot be inquired, nor found, by people of 
the fame tot^n, it is ordained, and eftablifhed, that 
the faid mayor, fherifiFs, and aldermen, which have 
the governance of the faid town, or city, fhall caufe 
to be redreffed, and correfted, the defaults, errors, 
and mifprifions above named, and the fame duly 
puniih, from time to time, upon a certain pain, that 
is to fay, at the firft default,' a thoufand marks, to 
the king, the fetond default, two thoufand marks, 
and at the third default, that the franchizes, and 
liberties of the faid town, be taken into the kings 
hand; it fhall be enquired of by foraign inquefls, of 
foraign counties, namely, the city of London, bun 
all other cities, boroughs, and corporations, to 
be tryed by foraiji inquefts, in the fame town, which 
^ may be done by the punifliment of judges, thereun- 
to afligned by inqueft, or indiftment, and called to 
anfwer the fame, out of their town, which fine is to 
be leavyed by attachment, and diftrefs, and by exi- 
gent, if need be, upon any land, or tenements out 
of their town, belonging to any of them. 
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KING EDWARD THE SIXTH, 

Borne at Hamion Courts at the age of 9 yeares^ began 
his raigne the 31. ofjanuary^ 1546* tr owned; at 
Wejlminjler the 20. of February following. He 
raigned 6 yeares^ 5 monthesy died, the 6. ^ fulk^ 
buried, at Wefmin/ier. 

« 

Murder^ ^c. 

(a)0 TAT, I. Edw. 6. 12. It is miirdef to ftrike 
1^ AVith either blunt, dr fharp weapon, if the 
party dye within a year and a day, an4 the blows 
given upon malice j neither fhall clergy be allowed. 
See chap. 36. (a). 

ViiluallerSf and handier afis-niett. 

(b) Stat. 7.. Edw. 6. 15. For as much as artifi- 
cers, handicrafts-men, and labourers have made con- 
federacies, and mutually fworn, not onely that they 
fliould fell their viduals, at a certain rate, and not 
to meddle with one anothers work, ^nd finifh that 
which others have begun, but alfo, to appoint how 
much work they (hall do in the day, and what 
hours, and times they fliall work, contrary to the 
laws, and ftatutes of this realm, and to the hurt> 
and great impoverifliment of the kingsi fubjefts ; for 
reformation whereof, the king ordains, that if any 
viftuallers, or artificers aforefaid, fliall at any time 
combine, confpire, or make any oaths, that they 
fhall not fell their viftuals, at certain prices, or that 
artificers fhall not work, but as abovefaid, being con- 
viSed, fhall pay, in fix dayes, ten pounds to the 
king, or twenty dayes imprifonment, and fed onely 
with bread and water, if he have not fufficient to 
pay the faid fine ; for the fecond offence, the pillory, 
or twenty pound, and for the third offence, fhall 

forfeit 
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ROBBING IN A MARKET, &C. WHAt . I^ 

forfeit forty pounds, or elfe be fet in the pillory, 
and lofe one of his ears, and fhali be taken as an in- 
famous man, and his fayings, and oath, not to be 
credited in matter of judgement ; and if any fuch 
confpiracy, covenant, or ipromik be had, or made 
by any fociety, brotherhood, or company of craft- 
myftery, or occupation of the myfteries afore-men- 
tioned, with the prefence, or confent of the moft of 
them, that then, immediately upon fuch aft of con- 
fpiracy, covenant, or promife, h^d, or made, over 
and befides the particular punifhment, before in this 
^Qt appointed, for the offender, their corporation fhall 
he diflolved>to all intents, cTonftrufliions, and purpofes; 
and that none do prefume to hinder any free-mafon, 
rough-mafon, carpenter, bricklayer, plafterer, joyn- 
er, hard-hewer, fawey, tyler, pavier, glafier, lyme- 
bumer, brick-maker, tyle-maker, plummer, or la- 
bourer, born in this realm, or made denifon, to 
work in the faid crafts, in any city, borough, or 
town corporate, with any perfon, or perfons that 
will retain him, albeit the faid perfons, fo retained, 
or any of them, do not inhabit, or live in the faid 
town, &c. nor be free of the fame city, &c. any 
flatute, law, ordinance, or other thing to the con- 
trary, upon forfeiture of five pound a time, half to 
the king, and half to the party fuing, to be re- 
covered by bill, &c. No wager of law, or protection, 
allowed, &c. See chap. 29. (e), 30. (f), 36. (a). 

Robbing within a market of a fair ^ booths fenty iffc. 

(c) Stat. 5. 6. Ed. 6. 14. Be it ena6ted, that no 
perfon, or perfons which fhall happen to be found 
guilty, after the laws of this realm, of, and for rob- 
bing any perfon, or perfons, in any booth, or tent, 
in any fair, or market, the owner, his wife, chil- 
dren, or fervant, then being within the fame booth, 
or tent, Ihall not be admitted the benefit of his, 
or their clergy, but excluded thereof, and fuffer 

Z death. 
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death, without confideration, whether the faid per- 
fons within, (hall be fleeping, or waking* See chap. 

47- (»)> 49- Ci>)i 51- (a)» ^^' (n). 

Fore-Jlallingi regrators^ ingrocers, 

(d) Stat. 5. 6. Edw. 6. 14. The law being fo good 
againft thefe offenders, that I Ihall give Poultons ex- 
pofition thereof, viz. They deferve to be reckoned 
amongft the number of oppreffors of the common 
good, and publick weal of the nation, for they do 
endeavour to enrich themfelves, by the impoverifliing 
of others, and refped not how many lofes, fo they 
may gain. 

They have been exclaimed of, and condemned in 
parliament, from one generation to another, as ap- 
pears by many ftatutes, at leaft fourteen ftatutes, 
efpecially fore-ftallers, as appears by 34 Ed. 1. when 
it was ordained, that no foreftaller, fliould be fuf- 
fered to dwell in any town, for he is a manifeft op- 
preflbr of the poor, and deceiver of the rich, a pub- 
lick enemy of the country, a canker, a moth, and 
a gnawing worm, that daily wafteth the common- 
wealth. And the name, and ad of a foreftaller was 
fo odious, that it was moved in parliament, to ena&, 
that a foreftaller fliould be bated out of the town, 
where he dwelt, by dogs, and whipped forth with 
whips, (Newcaftle would have been empty) aqd by 
this ftatute, it declareth who are cnTenders, and what 
punifhment to be inflifted. 

That whatfoever perfon, or perfons, fhall buy, or 
caufe to be bought, any merchandize, vidual, or 
other thing, coming by land, or water, towards any 
fair, ox market, to be fold in the fame, or coming 
towards any city, port, or haven, creek, or road of 
this nation, from any parr, beyond the feas to be 
Ibid. 

Or make any bargain, contraft, or promife for 
the having, or buying of the fame, or any, part of 

-the 
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the fame, fo coming as aforefaid, before the fame 
merchandize, viftual, or other things fliall be in the 
market, fair, city, port, haven, creek, or road, ready 
to be fold ; or fliall make any motion by word, letter, 
meflage, or otherwife, to any perfon, or perfons, for 
the inhanfing of the price, or dear felling of any of 
the other things abovementioned ; or elfe diffwade, 
move, or flir any perfon coming to the market, or 
lair, to forbear to bring any of the things above- 
mentioned, to any fair, or market, city, port, &c, 
to he fold as aforefaid, fliall be adjudged a foreflaller, 
13. Eliz. excepts oyls, fugars, fpices, currans, or 
other foreign viftuals, brought from beyond the fea, 
fifh, and fait only, excepted. 

A regrator,* defined. What perfon, or perfons fhall 
by any means regrate, obtain, or get, into his, or 
their hands, or poffeffions, in any fair, or market 
within this nation, to be fold, any dead viftual 
whatfoever brought thither for that purpofe, and do ' 
fell the fame again, in any fair, or market holden, or 
kept in the fame places, or within any market, or 
fair, within four miles thereof, fhall be reputed, and 
taken for a regrator, or regrators. 

An engrofTer, is he, or they which fhall engrdfTe, 
or get, into his, or their hands, by buying, con- 
tracting by promife, taking other then by demife, 
grant, or leafe of land, or tythe, any corn, growing 
Jn the fields, or any other corn, or grain, butter, 
cheefe, fifh, or other dead viftuals whatfoever, within 
the nation, to the intent to fell the fame again, fhall 
be reputed, and taken, an unlawful engroffer, or en^. 
jgrofTers. 

If any perfon, or perfons fhall offend, in any of 
the things before recited, and being thereof duly 
convifted, or attainted thereof, by the laws of this 
nation, for the firfl offence, fhall fuffer two months 
imprifonment, without bayl, or mainprize, and for- 
feit the value of the goods, for the fecond offence, 
iix months imprifonment, without bayl, or main- 

Z 2 pri^e. 
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prize, and lofe double the value of the goods, and 
upon convidkion of the third offence, fhall be fet in 
the pillory, where he dwells, in the fame town, and 
lofe all the goods, he, or thiey have, which was to 
their own ufe, and be committed to prifon, during 
the kings pleafure. It is but Mutatis, mutandis. 

Every juftices of every county, is to enquire, and 
determine of the ofiFences, in their quarter-feffions, 
upon inquifition, prefentment, bill, or information, 
exhibited, and proved by two witnefles, the one 
half of the fine to the king, the other to the party 
difcoverer. 

What juftice can be expeded, or had in Newcaftle, 
the mayors, juftices, and burgeffes, being the of- 
fenders, judges, (p) jurors in their own caufes, and 
mufl: be tryed in the fame county, (t) themfelves to 
have the fines, as by charter appears. * See ftat. o.\* 
k. James, 4. (t). See 10. chap. (l). (p), chap. 10. 
(r). (*) See flat. 5. Eliz. iz. 

The town of Gates-head, and all liberties^ given te 

Newcajile^ tsfr. 

(e) Stat. 7. Edw. 6. 10- There being no bifhop of 
Durham, eleded, nor any member of parliament, 
for that county, which the mayor, and burgeifes of 
Newcaftle, perceiving, petitioned th^ king, that the 
town of Gateihead, in the county of Durham, ad* 
joyning to their corporation, only the river of Tyne 
between, being populous, and without government, 
and often committing many outrages, in their town, 
and then got over the water, into the town of 
Gates-head unpuniflied, and that often they caft 
rubbifh into the river, and alfo, that the bridge went 
to decay very much, which belonged to that town, 
humbly befeeching, that his majefty, would be gra- 
cioufly pleafed, to incorporate that town, with them, 
under their government, with all its members, and 
falt-meadows, and park^ and that it may be quite 

taken 
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taken from the county of Durham, and all the 
people therein, to become fubordinate to their law8» 
Be it ena^ed, that the whole town of Gates-head, 
with the fah-meadows, the whole water, and bridge, 
with all the liberties thereunto belonging, except 
the common, which {hall ftill remain to the inha<- 
bjtants, be incorporated with Newcaftle, and dif- 
joyned from the county of Durham, as NewcafUe 
was from Northumberland, by charter. 



KING RICHARD THE SECOND, 

Borne at Bourdeauxy fonne to Edward^ prince of 
Wales ^ begann his raigne, the 2 v. of fune^ anno^ 
Dom. 1377. He raigned 22 years , was depofedj and 
died, the 14. of Feb. 1399. Firji^ Buried at Langley^ 
in Hartfordjhire^ and afterwards ^ at Wejlminjier. 

A free trade in all England. 

(a)OTAT. II. Rich. 2. 7. and the 14. Rich. 2/ 
l3 9' S^ i^ cnafted, that all merchants, aliens, 
and denifons, and all other, and every of them, of 
what eftate, or condition they be, which will buy, 
or fell corn, wine averdepoize, fie(h, fifh, and all 
other vidual, or other merchandizes, and all other 
things vendible, from whencefoever they come, iij 
whatfoever place they pleafe, be it city, borough, 
town, port, of the fea, fair, market, or other place 
within this realm, within franchizes, or without, 
may freely, or without difturbance, fell the fame to 
whom they pleafe, as well to foreigners, as to de- 
nizons, except to the enemies of the king, 9n4 of 
his realm. 

And 
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And if any difturbance be done, to any fuch mer- 
chant, &c. upon his fail of the fame, in any of the 
places aforelaid, the mayor, and baylifls of fuch 
franchizes, fhall make remedy, but if they do not, 
and being thereof convifted, the fraiichizes fliall be 
taken, into the kings hand, and the party grieving, 
fhall make to the merchant grieved, double dama- 
ge. 

And if fuph difturbance be out of the franchized 
towns, then the fteward, or bayliffe of fuch lord, 
vrho is lord of the mannor, fhall give right, or pay 
double damages ; the party oflFending fliall be im- 
prifoned, for one whole year, and that none fuch 
fhall be difturbed, but fhall freely buy, and fell, for 
his own ufe, or to the kings, &c. except that the mer- 
chant, aliens, fhall carry no wines out of the realm, 
as it is contained, in their charters. 

And that the faid things be holden, kept, and 
performed, in every pty, bordugh, town, port of 
the fea, or any other place, notwithftanding any 
charter of franchize, to them granted, to the con- 
trary, nor ufage, cuftome, nor judgement, given 
upon their charters, ufages, nor cullomes, which 
they may alleage, which charters, ufages, and cuf- 
tomes, the faid king, the grand-fathers," the prelntes, 
earls, barons, and great men, and commons in par- 
liament aforefaid, holds thefe faid charters, &c. of 
no force, and as being things, granted, ufed, and 
accuftomed to the damage of the king, the prelates, 
earls, barons, and great men of his realm, and great 
oppreffion of the commons, faving to the king, and 
to other, the cuftpmes due of the faid merchan- 
dizes. 

And the chancellor, treafurer, and juftices, aiHgned 
to hold the pleas of the king, in places where they 
come, fhall enquire of fuch difturbances, and grie- 
vances, and do punifhment, according as is before 
pr4aine4^ 
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And by a ftatutjc, made the 25. Edw. 3. 2. it was 
ordained, and eflablifhed, that the faid ftatutes, 
made in the ninth year^ chapter 1, in all points, 
and articles, contained in theiame, Ihould be hold-' 
en, kept, and maintained, &c. 

And if any charter, letters patteiits, proclama* 
tions, or commandements, ufage, allowance, or 
judgement were made to the contrary, the fame 
fhould be utterly repealed, avoyded, and holdeft 
for none. 

And that it is free for any whatever, that brings 
any provifions whatever, to fell the fame, or other 
merchandizes, by groffe, or retail, either in the city of 
London, or any other port, city, borough, or town- 
corporate in England, without challenge, or im- 
peachment, and to fell them freely, to any that will 
buy the fame, notwithftanding any grant whatever, 
to the contrary, notwithftanding any franchize, cuf- 
tome ufed, fince fuch franchizes, and cuftomes, 
ufages, be in common prejudice to the king, and 
all people, &c. 

And that no mayor, baylifF, catch-pole, minifter, 
nor other, fhall meddle in the fail of any manner of 
viduals vendible, brought to the places aforefaid. 

And all men that will fue, may have a writ out of 
the chancery, to attach him by his body, that offends 
herein, as a difturber of the common profit, &c. 

The king feeing cleerly if the faid ftatutes were 
duly put in execution, would much extend to the 
profits, and wealth of the whole nation, do ordain, 
and eftablifh, by affent of the prelates, dukes, earls, 
barons, great men, nobles, and commons, in this 
prefent parliament, aflembled, that the faid ftatutes, 
fhall be firmly holden, kept, maintained, and fully 
executed, in all points, and articles of the fame, 
notwithftanding any ordinance, ftatute, charter, let- 
ters patterns, franchizes, proclamations, commande- 
ments, ufage, ailowancCp or judgement be made, 

or 
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or ufed to the contrary, it ffiall be utterly repesil 
avoyded, and holden for none. 

This ftatnte was obtained, by a J)etition (worth 
reading) from all the nobles, and commons of Eng- 
land, as you may read, in the ninth of Edward the 
third, chapter the firft, it layiiig open the great 
grievance of the whole nation, in parliament, of 
provifions, and other merchadizesr, being ^groffed 
into private hands, and reftraining all others from 
trading, but themfelves, &c. See chap. 29. (c), 
30. (d), 32. (d), 35. (a), 38. (a), 51. (b.c).. 

This ftatute revived, would ^ make England as 
happy as Venice, for riches, &c. 

Merchant^rangers Jhall be well ufed. 

(&).Stat. 14. Rich. 2. 9. Be it ena£l:ed, that 
merchant-ftrangers, repairing into the realm of Eng- 
land, fhall be well^ and courteoufly, and rightfully 
intreated, and governed in the faid realm, to the in- 
tent, that they (hall have the courage to repair into 
the fame. See chap. 30. (b), 41. (a). 

The duke of Venice, by tollerating a free trade, 
all the nobility, and gentry trades in merchandizings, 
which doth fo improve his revenew, that, it main- 
tains his wars » without other impofitions, he being' 
able to wage war with the moil potenteft prince that 
is, &c. 

JVb cu/lomers to be traderiy nor to have parts pfjhifs. 

(c) Stat. 14. Rich. 2. lo. The king ordains, 
that no cuftomers, nor controlers have any flhips of 
their own, nor meddle with the fraught of ihips, 
and to efchew as well the damage of the king, of 
his cuftoms, as the loffe of the merchants, repairing 
to the port, as well aliens, as denizons ; and that 
no cuftomer, controler, fearcher, waiter, ^ or finder, 
have any fuch office for terme of life, but onely, 

as 
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as long as fliall pleafe the king, notwithftanding any 
pattent, or grant to any, to the contrary, but fuch 
J)attents, or grants, be repealed, and of no force, 
nor value;* . Stat. 17. Rich, 2. See chap. (35). 

Statute of mortmain. 

(d) Stati i^. Rich. 2. 5. Be it enafted, ivhat 
mayprs, baylifts, and commons of cities, boroughs, 
and other towns, which have perpetual commonalty, 
and others, which have officers, that from hence- 
forth, they (hall not purchafe to them, and their 
commons, any lands, &c. nor no religious, or 
other perfon, whatever he be,* do buy, or fell, or 
under colour of gift, or terme, or any other man- 
ner of title, any lands, tenements, upon pain of 
forfeiture of the fame, whereby the faid lands, and 
tenements, might have come to mortmain. ' 

RhtSf routs^ fs^C4 

(e) The 4. yeaf, king Rich. 2. RiotSj routs, 
and unlawful! affemblies, have been fo many time* 
gernicious, and fatal enemies, to tjhie peace, and 
tranquility of the nation, that it did fliake the foun- 
dation, and form of ftate-gbvernmefit, as that of a 
coUeftor of a fubfidy, at Dartford, m Kent, in his 
days, in requiring but a groat of a taylor, and his 
wife, grew to fuch a head of difcontentment, and 
hot being timely queld, became fuch a rebellion, 
that it put the king in great hazard of his life, the 
burning of the city of London, the nobles, and 
gentry, with the learned of the law, beheaded, and 
others,- in hazard of their lives, and families over- 
thrown, and the records of law burnt. Wat. Tyler 
was captain. See Hen. 6. (b). See chap. 37. (a). 
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QUEEN MARY. 

Maria, nata Qrenouici^ ii. Febru. 1505, /;//?///, 
regnare^ 6. Juli^ ^5SZ* Regnavit, 5 annos, €t 4 
men/is^ obytj annos nata, 45, ^/ 9 men/is. 

The imvn of Gates-head taktn from Newcqflle. 

(a)OTAT. I. Mary, chjip. 3. So foon as bifhop 
1^ TunftaU .was created bifhop of Durham, laid 
open to the queein, and parliament, the illegallity of 
Gates-heads being taken from the county of Durham, 
and incorporated with Newcaille, and how furrepti- 
tioufly they got it part, by afl: of parliament, and 
humbly befeeched, that the town, and liberties of 
Gates-head, might be reftored to the county of Dur- 
ham again, which could not well be done, without 
that ftatute of the 7. Edw. 6. 10. were repealed. 
After a great debate in parliament, it was found onely 
a covetous difpoiition, in the corporation of New- 
caftle, to require that from king Edward the fixth, 
and in no wayes for the good of any, in any parti- 
cular fenfe, who enafted, that the flatute of the 
feventh of Edward the fixth, chapter the tenth, 
ftould be repealed, and of no force, to all intents, 
and purpofes, and the town of Gates-head fhould be 
free, from thie corporation of Newcaftle, &c. See 
chap. 7. and chap. 8. 

Sweet Queen. 
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be received as a witneffe, in any courts of record ; 
and if judgement be given, upon hjs teftimony, it 
fhall be void, and the party grieved have his dama- 

, And if any perfon ifaali wilfully perjure himfelf, 
by committing wilful perjury, by his depofition in 
any courts, or being examined, Ad perpetuam ret 
inemoriam^ for which offence, he ihall forfeit twenty 
pound, and imprifonment for fix months, without 
bail, or mainprize, and never to be as a witnefle in 
any court, and that the oath fhall be void, and party 
grieved to recover his damages ; ^and if he be no J 
able to pay his fine, then to be fet in the pillory, 
having both his ears nayled thereunto, and never to 
be credited again in any court; the one half of the 
fine to the queen, and the other to the party grieved, 
that will fue for the fame, by bill of indi^ment^ 
&c. wherein there fhall be no wager of law, &c. 

And all witnefTes are required, upon fummons, to 
appear, to give evidence, reafonable charges allowed; 
and upon default, to forfeit ten pound, and all the 
damages fuftained, to be recovered in any court of 
record, by aftion, bill, &c. No wager of law, &c. 
See flat* 21. k. James, 28. made perpetual. See 
chap. 31. (a), 34. (a.b), 42. (a). 

Fore-Wallers of cor n^ bfc* 

(c) Stat. 5. Eliz. 12. Be it enafted, that no per- 
fon, or peribns, fhall buy any corn, out of open 
fair, or market, to fell again, unlefTe fuch perfons 
Ihall have fpecial, and ^xprefs words in a licence, 
(that he, ox they, may fo do, upon pain of the for- 
feiture of five pounds, for fo doing, which forfeiture 
to come to the queen, the one half, and the other 
balf to the party that will fue for the fame, by bill, 
3cc. See ftat, 5. 6. Ed. 6. 14. See chap. 50. (a), 

Arrejiings 
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Arrejiings in other mens names, and delays, isfc* 

(d) Stat. 8. Eliz. 2. Be it eaafted, by this prefent 
parliament, that if any perfon, or perfons, fhall by 
any means caufe, or procure^ any other perfori to be 
arrefted, or attached, at thefuit, or in the name of 
any perfon, v/here indeed no fuch perfon is known, 
or without the affent, confent, .or agreement of fuch 
perfons, at whofe fuit, or in whofe name, fuch arreft, 
or attachment is, or (hall be fo had, and procured, 
that then, every fuch perfon, and perfons, that fliall 
ib caufe, or procure any fuch arreft, or attachment 
of any other perfon, to be had, or made for vexa- 
tion, or trouble, and fliall thereof be convided, or 
lawfully accufed, by indictment, prefehtment, or 
by the teftimony of two fufficient witneffes, or more, 
or other due proof, fhall, for every fuch offence, by 
him, or them committed, done, or procured, have, 
and fuffer imprifonment of his, or their bpdy, fix 
months, without bail, or mainprize, and before a 
deliverance out of prifon, fhall pay unto the party, 
fo arretted, or attached, treble the cofts, and char- 
ges, damages, and expences, that he, or they fhall 
be put unto, by reafon, or occafion of fuch arrefl, 
or attachment fo had, and fhall alfo forfeit, and pay 
unto fuch perfon, or perfons, in whofe name, or at, 
whofe fuit, he, or they, fhall fo procure fuch arrefl, 
or attachment to be had, or made, if then there ]be 
any fuch perfon known, the fumme of ten pounds, . 
for every fuch offence ; and that all fuch perfons, 
damnified thereby, fhall have their remedy in any 
court of record, by bill, plaint, or aftion of debt, for 
all damages, &c. wherein there fhall not be any 
effoyn, proteftion, or wager of law, allowed the de- 
fendant. See flat. 13. Ed. i. 36. 
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The penalty of cutting ofpurfes. 

(e) Stat. 8. Eliz. 4. Whereas there are a certain 
people, of a fraternity, or brother-hood, that puts in 
practice that art, or myftery, of cutting of purfes, 
and that do combine fecretly, to fpoyl the true fub- 
jefts of this realm, be it therefore enafted, that 
trhofoever be found guilty of taking away monieSi 
&c», in fuch fort, from any perfon, or perfons, fliall 
not have the benefit of clergy. See chap. 12. (5), 

39- (a). 

Sheriffs fees for executing executions^ l^c. 

(f) Stat. 29. Eliz. 4. Be it enafted by, this prefent 
parliament, that it (hall not be lawful for any fheriff, 
or bayliff of franchizes, or liberties, or any of the 
officers, or deputies, nor any of them, by colour, 
or reafon of their, or either of their office, or offices, 
to have, receive, or take of any perfon whatever, di* 
reftly, or indiredly, for the ferving, and executing 
of any extent, or execution, upon the body, lands. 
goods, or chattels of any perfon, or perfons whatfoe- 
ver, more, or other confideration, or recompence, than 
as in this prefent zd: fhall be limited, and appoint- 
ed, which fhall be lawful to be had, received, and 
taken, that is to fay, twelve pence, of, and for 
every twenty (hillings, where the fumme exceedeth 
not one hundred pounds, and iiic pence, of, and 
for every twenty fliillings, being over and above 
the faid fumme of one hundred pounds, that he, or 
they Jhall levie, or extend, and deliver in execution, 
or take the bodie in execution for, by vertucj and 
force of fuch extent, or execution whatfoever, upon 
pain, and penalty, that all, and every flieriff, &c. 
that do the contrary, fhall lofe, and forfeit to the 
party grieved, his treble damages, and fhall forfeit 
forty pound, for every time fo offending, the half there- 
of to the queen, and the other to the party fuing, by 
bill, plaint, aftion, or information, wherein no eflbyn, 

wager , 
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wager of law, or proteftion, (hall be allowed. This 
ftatute not to extend to any city, or town cprporate. 

I 

The poor to befet on work. 

(g) Stat. 43. Ellz. 2, Be It enafled, by this prefent 
parliament, and the authority thereof, that all poor 
be fet on work, by the church-wardens, or over- 
feers, and fuch as will not work, being able, fhali 
be fent to the houfe of corredion. See chap, 38. 
(a.c). 

Sheriffes punijhable forfalfe arreftsj Iffc. 

(h) Stat. 43. Eliz. 6. For the avoyding many 
fuits commenced, according to the due courle of the 
laws of this realm, to the intollerable vexation, and 
charge of her highneffe fubjeds, be it enaded, by 
authority of this parliament, if any fheriff, or other 
perfon, having authority, or taking upon him to 
break writs, or make any warrant, for the fummon- 
ing of any perfon, upon any writ, procefle, fuit, or 
for arreft, or attaching of any perfon, or perfons, 
by his, or their body, or goods, to appear in any 
of her majefties courts, at Weftminfter, or elfe-» 
where, not having before, that originall writ, or 
proceffes, warranting the fame, that then, upon com- 
plaint made to the juftices of affize, of the county, 
where the fame offence fhall be committed, or to the 
judges of the court, out of which the procefs iffued, 
not only the party that made fuch warrant, but all 
thofe that were the procurers thereof, fliall be fent 
for, before the faid judges, or juftices, by attach- 
ment, or otberwife, as the fame judges, or juftices, 
(hall think good, and allow of, and be examined 
thereof, upon their oaths ; and if the fame offence 
be confeffed, by the fame offenders, or proved, by 
fufficient witneffes, to the fatisfadion of the fame 
judges^ or juftices, that then the fame judges, or 

juftices, 
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juftices, that fliall fo examine the fame, fhall forth-' 
with, by force- of this ad, commit every of the 
fame to the gaole, and there fhall remain, with- 
out bayl, or mainprize, untill fuch time as they, 
amongft them, have fully fatisfied, and j^aid unto 
the party grieved, by fuch warrant, not pnely 
the fumme of ten pounds, but alio all cofls, and 
damages, as the fame judges, or juflices fhall kt 
down, that the fame party hath fuftained thereby, 
and withall, twenty pound a peece, for their offence 
to her majefly. 21. king James, chap. 16. 3. king 
Charles, chap. 4. Dyer, fo. 244. 



KING JAMES. 

(a)T TPON the feventh day of May, in the firft 
\^ year of k. James, a proclamation was pro- 
claimed, throughout London, for to ceafe all ex- 
aftions, all monopolies, and all . proteftions what- 
ever, that was againft the common good, and that 
hindered mens fuits at law, alfo forbidding op- 
preffion. 

Stabbi?ig or thrujling, 

(b) Stat. I. king James, 8. It is enafted, that if 
any perfon, or perfons, fhall flab, or thrull any per- 
fon, or perfons, that hath not then any weapon 
drawn, or that hath not then firfl flricken the party, 
which fhall fo flab, or thruft, fo as the perfon, or 
perfons, fo ftabbed, or thruft, fliall thereof dye, with- 
in the fpace of fix months, then next following, al- 
though it cannot be proved that the fame was done 
of malice fore-thought, yet ^he party, fo offending, 
and being thereof convift, by the verdiQ: of twelve 
men, confeflion, or otherwife, according to the laws 

of 
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is realm, fhall be excluded from the benefit of 
)r their clergy, and (hall fufFer death, as in 
3f wilful! murder. Stat. Homicide (24). 

Attcrnies dbufes remedied^ f^c. 

I Stat. 3* king James, chap. 7. Be it enafied^ 
drefle of fundry abufes, committed by attor* 
and folicitors, by charging their clients with 
ive fees, and other unneceffary demands, to 
'eat prejudice of the fergeant, and councellor 
', who is greatly flandered, and to work the pri-; 
^ain of fuch attornies, and folicitors, the client 
in extraordinarily delayed, be it enafted, that 
e future, that no attorney, folicitor, or fervant 
f, fliall be allowed from his clyent, or mafter, 
for any fee, given to any fergcant, or couAcel- 
law, or of, or for any fumme, or fummes of 

given for copies, to any cterk, or clerks, of 
"s, in any court of record, at Weftminfter, un^ 
le have a ticket fubfcribed, with the hand, and 

of the fame ferjeant, councellor, clerk, or 
;, or officers aforefaid, teftifying how much 
th received for his fee, or paid, or giVen for 
;, and at what time, and how often ; and that 
tornies, and folicitors, fhall give a true bill 
:heir matters, orclyents, or their affigns, of all 

charges concerning their fuits, which they 
For them, fubfcribed with their own hand, and 
, before fuch time, as they, or any of them (hall 
e their clyents, with any of the fame fees, or 
es ; and that if any attorney, or folicitor do, 
.11 willingly delay his clyents fuits> to work his 
rain, or demand, by his bill, any other fumme 
^ny, or allowance, upon his account, of any 
*s which he hath not laid out, or difburfed, 
n every fuch cafe the party grieved (liall have 
iion, againft fuch attorney, or folicitor, and 
recover therein cofts, and treble damage, and 

Bb the 
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the faid attorney, or foHcitor, Ihall be difcharged 
from thenceforth, from being an attorney, or foli- 
citor any more. See chap. 58. (a). 

jill monopolies^ and difpenfationsj with penal lawsj 

Jhall be void. 

(d) Stat. 21. k. James, chap, 3:. For as much 
as your moft excellent majeftie, in your royal judge- 
ment, and of your blefled difpofition, to the weal, 
and quiet of your fubjeGs, did, in the year of our 
Lord God, 1610, publifh in print, to the whole 
realm, and to all pofterity, that all grants, and 
monopolies, and of the benefit of any penal laws, or 
of power to difpenfe with the law, or to compound 
for the forfeiture, are contrary to your majefties 
laws, with your majefties declaration, which is truly 
confonant, and agreeable, to the ancient» and funda" 
mental laws of this your realm; and whereas yout 
majefty was further gratioufly pleafed, exprefly to 
command, that no fuitor fliould prefume to movp 
your majeftie, for matters of that, nature, yetnever- 
thelefle upon mis-information, and untrue pretences 
of publick good, many fuch grants have been un- 
duly obtained, and unlawfully put in execution, to 
the great grievance, and inconvenience of your 
majefties fubjefts, contrary to the laws, of this your 
realm, and contrary to your majefties royal, and 
blefled intention, fo publiftied as aforefaid ; for 
avoiding whereof, and preventing the like, for the 
time ta come, may it pleafe your moft excellentma- 
jeftie, at the humble fuit of the lords fpiritual, and 
temporal, and the commons, in this prefent parlia- 
ment aflembled, that it may be declared, and en- 
afted, and be it declared, and enaded, by authority 
of this prefent parliament, that all monopolies, and 
^ all cpmmiflions, grants, licences, charters, and let*- 
ters pattents heretofore made, or granted to any 
pcrfon, or perfons, bodies politick, or corporate, 

whatfoever. 
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•whatfoever, of, or for the fole buying, felling, mak- 
ing, working, ot ufing of any thing, within this 
realm, or of any other monopolies, or of power, li- 
l>erj:y, or faculty, to difpence with any other, to 
give licence, or toleration to do, ufe, or exercife 
any thing againft the tenure, or purport of any law, 
or ftatute, or to give, or make any warrant, for any 
Cuch difpenfation, licence, or toleration to be had, or 
made, &c. and all proclamation's, inhibitions, re- 
llraints, warrants of afliftance, and all other matters, 
or things whatfoever, any way tending to the infti- 
tuting, erefting, ftrengthning, furthering, or coun- 
-^enancing of the fame, or any of them, are con- 
-fcrary to the laws of this realm, and fo are, and fliall 
"te utterly void, and of none eflFe£k, and in na 
mrayes to be put in ufe, or execution, &c. 

Be it further enafted, &c. that all perfon, and 
- jje'rfons, bodies politick, and corporate whatfoever, 
which now are, or hereafter (hall be, fliall ftand, and 
be dif-abled, and uncapable to have,. ufe, exercife, or 
put in eure^ any monopoly, or any fuch commiflion, 
grant, licence, charter, letters pattents, proclama- 
t^ns, inhibition, reftraint, warrant of afliftance, or 
other matter, or thing, tending as aforcfaid, or any 
liberty, power, or faculty grounded, or pretended to 
be grounded, upon them, pr any of them. 

Ihe party grieved, by pretext of any monopoly, 
&;c. fhall recover his, or their treble damages, and 
double cofts, &c. and he that delayeth an aSion, 
grounded upon ftatute, incurs a premunire, which is 
expreft in the i6. Rich. 2. 5. (hall be put out of the 
kin^s proteftion, and their lands, and tenements, 
goods, and chatties, forfeit to our lord the king and 
their bodies' to be attached, to anfwer the king, &c. 
(Charters, granted to corporations, faved). (Letters 
pattents, to ufe new manufaftures , faved). (Grants, 
confirmed by afl:s of parliament, faved). (Warrants, 
granted to juftices, faved). (Letters pattents, that con- 
cern printing, falt-peter, gun-powder, great ord- 

B b 2 nance. 
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nance (hot, or offices, faved). Nor (hall this ftatute 
extend, to void commiflions, for allum mines, nor 
to the licenfe3 ot keeping taverns, making glaffe, 
tranfportation of calves (kins, nor for-making (inak, 
nor for melting iron evre, with fea-coal, &c. provi- 
ded ^Ifo, and be it enafted, that this adk, or anydt- 
claration, provifo, penalty^ forfeiture, or other thing 
before mentioned, (hall not extend, or be prejudicial 
to any ufe, cuftome, prefcription, franchize, free- 
dome, jurifdiftion, immunity, liberty, or priviledgc, 
heretofore claimed, ufed, or enjoyed, by the gover- 
nours, and ftewards, and brethren of the fellowlhip 
of the hoaft^men, of the town of Newcaftle upon 
Tyne, or by the ancient fellow(hip, guild, or fra- 
ternity, commonly called hoaft-men, for, or con- 
cerning the felling, carrying, lading, difpoCng, (hip- 
' ping, venting, or trading of, or for any fea-coals, 
(tone-coals, or pit-coals, forth, or out of the haven, 
and river of Tyne, or to a grant, made by the (aid 
governor, and ftewards, and brethren of the fellow-s 
ihip of the faid hoaftmen^ to the late queen Eliza- 
1 his IS the beth,* of any duty, or fummes of money, to be paid 
^crdialdroii ^*^^» ^^ ^^ refpe£t of any fuch coals, as aforefsud. 
that they make Here the reader may fee, that all thefe excepted} ex- 
the nation pay, cept to.the juftices, are allowed to be moi^opolies, 
&c« and this laft, the greateft that ever was. See chap. 

!!♦ chap. 8. (a), chapl 21. (a), parliament 1640. 

Informations vpon penal Jlaiutes Jhall be profecuted^ in 
the counties^ where the offences are committed^ 

(e) Stat. 21. k, James, chap. 3. Be it enafled, 
that all informations, upon penal ftatutes, (hall be 
profecuted, in the counties, where the offences were 
committed, &c. upon default of proving that the 
offence was committed, in the fame county, the de- 
fendant (hall be found not guilty, &c. the informer 
(hall make oath, that the offence was committed, in 
the fame county, where the fuit is commenced, &c. 



KINO JAM£S« > 
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The defendant, in ;m information, upon a penal 
ftatutCi may plead the general iflue, that they are 
not guilty, &c. Certain offences there be excepted, 
but^may be tried elfewhere, &c. 

This ftatute was made in favour, and eafe of the * 
people from coming to London, but it is tji^ worft 
ftatute that ever was made, and much in favour of 
the offender, for the offender, in corporations, and 
Iheriffs, are judges, and jurors, in their own cafes, 
and the informer caft into prifon, when the judges 
are coming to aflizes, &c. fo the judges cannot 
come to the knowledge of fuch offences, and the 
offenders not puniffied. 

If that elaufe of the ftatute were repealed, which 
tyes all informations to be tryed only, and to be pro- 
fecuted in the fame county, and this put in, that 
any may as well profecute at Weftminfter, as elfe- 
where, would bring into the publick revenew, above 
a hundred thoufand pound per annum. 

JJmiiations of certain adions^ for avoiding fuits in laWf 

(p) Stat. 2u k. James, chap. i6. Be it enaffced, 
that all actions upon the cafe (other then for flan- 
der) adions for account, a£tIoi>s for trefpafs> debt, 
detriment, and replevi for goods, or chattel, and the 
iaid aftion of trefpafs„ quare claufum fregiu within 
fix years next, after the caufe of fuch adion, and 
not after. ^ 

Adion pf trefpafs, of affault, battery, wounding, 
imprifonment, or any of them, within four years 
next, after the caufe of fuch aftion, or fuit, and not 
after. 

And adions upon the caf^, far words, within two 
years niext, after the words fpoken, and not after. 

That no perfon do enter into any lands, but 
withki twenty years next, after his right, or title, 
which fliall hereafter firft defcend, or accrue to the 
$ime, and in default thereof, fuch perfons, fo not 

^ntring 
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Auguft, 1641 being, abfolutelydiflblved, and taker! 
away, &c. Be it further enafted, and declared, that 
neither his majefty, nor councel have, nor ought to 
have any jurifdiftion, power, or authority. by^Eng- 
lifli bilL petition, articles, libel, or any other arbi- 
trary way whatfoever, to examine, or draw into 
queftion, determiftc, or difpofe of the lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, goods> or chattels, 'of any of 
the fubjefts of this kingdome, but that the fame 
ought to be tried, and determined, in the ordinary 
courts of juftice, and by the ordinary courfe of thi 
law, &c.' and that from henceforth, no court, 
councel, or place of judicature, fhall be erefted, or-* 
dained, conftituted, or appointed, within this realm 
of England, &c. which fhall have, ufe, or exercife 
the fame, or the like* jurifdiftion, a« is, or bath been 
ufed, praftifed in. the faid court of ftar-chamber; 
and be it enafted, that if any, whoever they be, 
fliall put in praftice, any of the courts above named 
pradices, fhall, for fuch offence, forfeit five hundred 
pound, for the firft offence, to the party grieved, 
one thoilfand, for the fecond ofFence, and for th^ 
third offence, fhall be from thenceforth incapable, Jpfo 
fa£lo^ to bear office, and difabled, to make any gift, 
grant, conveyance, &c. of any of his lands, &c. nor 
to have any benefit of them, &c. and fhslll pay 
to the party grieved, treble damages, to be recover- 
ed, &c. in any court of record, at Weflminflerj by 
aftion of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein 
no effoyn, proteftion, wager of law, ayd, prayer, 
priviledge, injunftlon, or order of reflraint, fliafl be 
in any wife prayed, granted, or allowed, nor any 
more then one imparlence, &c. 

It will do the maflers of fhips no harm,, to get 
five hundred pounds, for every oath they are forced 
to fwear againft themfelves, to cut purfes, to be im- 
prifoned, without judgement of the law, arbitrarily 
fined, &c. all being done by the magiftrates of New- 
caflle, &c. Sec chap, 29. chap. 26. 

THE 
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tHE PARLIAMENT. 

Mmopolies voted down^ Isft* 

(a) 1 640. The parliament were then to zealous, 
for the natidtiS weal, that feeing what heavy yokes of 
bondage the people fat under, by monopolies, they 
fell to work On them, and voted down the pattents 
of tyn^ foap, leather, fait, &g. as being infringers 
of the common right of the free-born; arid the 
pre-emption of coals would have be^A the like, if 
any publick fpirit had appeared, and prefented that 
grand grievance, which more concerns the life of 
man, then any of the other, but I hope God will da 
it in due time. See flat. 21. king James 3. Set 
thap. 44, (e). 

^11 trade prohibited to Newca/ile uport Tyney life. 

(b) 9. Jan. 164a!. Ordained, that all trade to 
Newcaftle upon Tyrie, for coals y fait, &c. be pro- 
hibited, upon pain of forfeiture, and confifcation of 
fhip, and goods, by reafon that town is conceived to 
be the principal inlet, of all foteign aid, arid foTcesy 
'for ftrengthening themfelves againft the parliament, ^ 

tending to the deftruftion of the laws, and libertiesf 
of England. 

An ordinance for a low price: of coals ^ tffc. 

(c) Feb. and June, 42. and 43. Two ordinancesr 
were made, for fetting a rate upon coals, at London; 
being fo fcarce, and enhanfed to fuch a great ratCj 
that all the poo!" were in a very fad condition. 

Propojitions to reduce Newcajihy ^c. 

(d) 5. June, 1643. An ordinance for reducing 
Newcaftle, to the obedience of the parliament; being 

C c garrifoped 
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garrifoned, and kept by papifts, and ether ill.affe£fced 
perfonSj whereby the whole land fuflfers, for want of 
coals, fo abfolutely necelTary to the maintenance, 
iand fupport of life, which falls heavy upon the 
meaner fort. 

Upon the 20. of June^ the lord mayor, and court 
of ajdermen, and common councel, of the city of 
London, met at Guild-hall, and undertook the re^ 
ducing of that town of Newcaftle, from their nialig- 
nancy, upon the propofitions of parliament, whereby 
they were to be repaid, both principle, and ufe of ail 
charges, out of the gentlemens eftates of Northum^ 
berland, and county of Durham, (it w^s/umma in-^ 
juria^ that thefe gentlemen fliould be deftroyed, for 
the offence, and wickednefle of that corporation, 
who never yet fuffered for the fame, &c.). 

Ordinances of Parliatnent. 

(e) 1 2. May, 1643. Ordained, that there be a free, 
and open trade, in the ports of Sunderland, in ihe 
county of Durham, and Blithe, in the county of 
Northumberland, to relieve the poor inhabitants 
thereabouts by reafon of the rapines, and fpoyls, 
thofe enemies of Newcaftle have brought upon them, 
in thofe two counties, they all being in great want^ 
and extremity. 

(f)i4. Novem. 1644. Ordained, that a free, and 
open trade be had to Newcaftle, for coals, fait, S:c. 
that corporation being won by the fword, with the 
fcots, &c. Thefe are breviated in the epiftle to the 
reader, &c. 

Notwithftanding all thefe fad events^ which that 
corporation brought upon the people, in thofe nor- 
thern counties, but the mayor, and burg efles. moft 
of which were the tranfgreffors, not in the leaft forry, 
but ftill doth, with the higheft hand of arrogancy, 
and pride, tyrannize over the people, in thofe counties, 
not admitting them to improve their eftates, but 

cafts 
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cafts them into prifon, &c. The opprefled cries for 
relief, and could never be heard. 

(g) 17. June, 1649. ^" aft of parliament pafled, 
for fail of kings lands, and queens, &c. by vertue 
whereof was furveyed in lands, mils, and tenements, 
to the value of two thoufand pounds per annum, and 
returned to Worcefter houfe. I leave the reft to the 
examiner, &c. The particulars, I have, &c. 

(h) » 1650. An aft of parliament, conftituting 
a councel, for regulating of trade, throughout Eng» 
land, &c. and were to fit at White-hall, where there 
was a legal tryal had againft Newcaftle, and were 
overthrown, as by the report, which was drawn up, 
by the faid councel, to b^ reported, to the parliament, 
ai3 appears, &c. 

(1) Anno 1653, ^^^ parliament impowred a 
committee, for regulating of trade, and corporations, 
through England, &c., when more charge was 
brought in againft the evill pradti^e of the faid cor- 
poration, appears, &c. 

All that is defired, is a free trade in the river of 
Tyne, accordiag to the purport, and true meaning of 
that flat. II. Rich. 2. 7. The taking away what is 
bad, in that corporations charter, the river preferved, 
;and men from being imprifon^d, without judgement 
#f law. 
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Now to giveftmie reafons again/i this arbitrary pother, 

AS Sir Walter Raleigh, being to give a charac- 
ter of Henry the eighth, prefaceth his defcrip? 
Oon, with this introduftion, If all the pictures ^ and 
patterns of a mercilefs prince^ were loft in the nvorld^ 
they might all again be painted to the life^ out of the 
Jipry of that king. 

So having given the world an account of the moft 
unchriftian, illegal, oppreffive praftices of the mar 
giftrates of Newcaftle, upon the people of this na- 
|tion, whofe either neighbourhood, or calling, or con- 
fiition of life, neceflitate them to an intercourfe with 
them, either by way of traffique, or any other way, 
though forced into that port, and harbor, by dif- 
trefs of weather, tempeft, or any oth'er accident, in- 
cident to thofe that go down to the feas in fhips, an4 
occupie their bufineffes in the waters ;*^refle6ling on 
their aftions, I may fafely fay of them, as that noble 
knight did, of that king, If all the pidures, and 
pattertis of a cruel, and mercilefs people^ were utterly 
lojl in the world, they might be all painted to the life% 
out of this narrative, fetting oiit the illegal oppref- 
fions, arbitrary exaftions, barbarous murthers prac- 
tifed, and committed, by the magiftrates of Newcaftle, 
, both on their neighbors, and the free people of this 
nation. y 

There are two rules, or canons in fcripture, upon 
which all the comrafandements of the fecond table, 
(and confequently, all the duty of man to his neigh- 
bor) do depend. 

The fir ft is, ^odtibi fieri non vis alteri ne feceris. 
What thou wouldjl not have another do unto thee, that 
thou oughteji not do unto another. This rule, well ob- 

ferved 
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ferved, prevents all injury^ and wrong ; for while a 
man frames his own aftions, tov/ards his neighbor, 
according to that pattern, which, in his own breaft, 
he (hapes to his neighbor, to perform untp himfelf, 
hee will do no injury, becaufe he would receive no in- 
jury ; and this is the ground of that command, or 
precept of our Saviour, Thoujhalt love thy neighbor 
as thy f elf. 

The fecond rule is, Whaifoever yee would that wen 
Jl:)Oiild do unto you^ even do yee unto them. Mat. 7. 12. 
and this rule Itirs us up to all beneficence, and doirlg 
. good to our neighbor ; for as to prevent injuring 
another man, a man Ihould afke himfelf, would I 
that another man fhould do to me, as I am about to 
do unto him ? and fo, love to himfelf, will prevent 
Jiatred to another ; fo to confer favors, and to do 
good unto another, a man fhould afke himfelf^, 
would I require this boon, this favor, this good turn 
from another, if I flood in need of it, as my neigh- 
J^or doth, and I were in his condition ? and would 
the granting, or doing this favor, be mofl acceptable 
to mc, and lay an eternal obligation upon me? 
Hence, love to a mans felf, will kindle bis bowels of 
j:ompaffioi^ to his brother, and will difpofe him wiU 
lingly to do that good unto another, which, if oc- 
cafion ferved, he would willingly receive from 

another. 

Thefe men of Newcaflle regulate themfelves, in all 
their aftions here charged upon them, and fully 
proved, by oath of m^n, of undoubted integrity, 
neither by the one rule,, nor by the other ; for they 
do not onely do thofe injuries, and wrongs, which 
they would not take, but they deny thofe favors, 
which they would, if occafion ferved, willingly re- 
ceive; nay, they do not onely deny to do thofe 
favors themfelves, which, not onely, by the law of 
chrifliau charity, but even by the diftate of nature, 
?ind qommoi^ humanity they are bound to perform, 
^ijit tbey hinder, apd deter thofe that would do them, 

and 
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and violently profecute, fine, and imprifon thofe 
who have relieved them, and without their prefent 
help, had fliip-wracked in the, very haven, and 
perifhed, under the expeftation of a delayed affiftance. 
I {hall not accufe all incorporations, as eftabliflied 
monopolies^ but certainly the corporation of New- 
It wonld not wftle, as it is managed by thofe men, is, of all mono- 
beamifsfor polies, the moft oppreffive, and confequently the 
tbehondlbur moft odious monopolie ; rendred fo by thofe inju- 
gcflVs to pro j-Jq^js^ deftrudive, illegal priviledges, which, againft 
thcd^rhoncil ^^' "^^^ of God, and man, they have made, and in- 
totheend, the dulged to themfeives, and accordingly, are rigo- 
innocent may roufly praftifed by them. But that their monftrous 
not fufFer for pradices may more clearly appear, to all the world, 
theiiocerit; ^j^^^ j^^^j^ j^^^^ fcattered, and divided, by neceffary 

their oath IS . . r i i /• • n j 

nptto uphold mterweavmg or proors, and depolitions, Itatutes, and 
fuch agings. laws, and other fupplemcnts, 1 (hall here contraft, 

into a narrow compafs, and prefent them, Brevi 
qiioji iabelld, unto the view of the world. 1 heir 
tyranny, and opprefSon, may be reduced to thefe 
heads. 

Fir ft, Falfe Imprifonmenis, without any tryal of law, 
or ofience committed ; (pag. yj. 95. 61. 82. 90. 92. 
99. 91. 109.64. 87. 113. 95) When the chief 
prieft, and elders of the jews, defired Feftus, on their 
information, barely to pafs fentence upon St. Pau]> 
(though a heathen judge) he returns them this an- 
fwer, // is not the manner of the Romans^ to deliver any 
man to die^ before that he ^ which is accufed^ have the 
acciifers face to face ^ and have licence^ to anfwer for 
himfelf Jd. 25. 16. On the unjuftice, and un- 
reafonablenefs of this courfe, doth Nicodemus op- 
pofe the chief priefts, and pharifees, in the behalf 
of Chrift, Doth our law^ (faith he) jud^e any maUy 
before it hear hiin^ and know what he hath done^ "John 
7' 5^* (P- ^66. g). This way of proceeding, in ju- 
dicatory, is moft repugnant, both to the law of na- 
ture, as you fee in the Romans law, and, alfo, to the 
\^\\ of God, which pofitively determines, Qne wit^ 

nefs 
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nefsjhall not rife up agalnjl a man^for any iniqwiyy or 
anyftn^thathefinneth; at the mouth oftwo^ or three 
witnejfes^jhall the matter be e/iablifhedy Deut. 19. 15*- 
and it God would not have any man, to be con- 
demned, in any judicatory, by the teftimony of one 
witiiefs, but by the joynt atteftation of two, or three^ 
at leaft, as is evident, by this text of fcripture, and 
by many concurrent places of divine writ, as Numb*, 
35. 30. Deut. 17. 6. Mat. 18. i6, John^ 8. 17. Heb. 
lo. 28. 2. Cor. 13. I. How much lefs would God 
approve of fuch tyrannical proceedings, to condemn 
a man, without any witnefs at all, or ever permit* 
ting the perfon accufed, to take up an apology, or 
juft defence for himfelf. 

Secondly, Forcing men to /wear againjl theinfehes^ 
(pag. 64. 78. 92. Q3. 94. 97. 98. 109.) How highly 
were the hearts of this nation inflamed ? wJiat indig- 
nation did they conceive againft the pradlices both 
oftheftar chamber, and high commiffion, hereto- 
fore, (pag. 93.) as laying an unfupportable yoak upon 
the necks of the people, by the tender of the oath,^;? 
officio? Hath all the nation freed themfelves from 
this bondage, by a good law, fo that elfewhere no 
man is compelled to teftifie againft himfelfe, or 
where othQ.r witneffes fail, infoiced to accufe him- 
felf? and muft they onely, that come under the jurif- 
diflioh of the magiftrates of Newcaftle, remain in- 
llaved. under the lame bondage ? Is this tyranny law- 
full at Newcaftle, that is exploded, and caft off every 
where elfe ? 

Nay, that which infinitely heightens their oppref- 
fion, and wickednefs, is this, that thofe reafons 
which were alledged, to jultifie this praftice, (pag, ^^ 
191. 94, 93. 92. 109.) both in theltar chamber, and 
high commiffion, have no place of pretciifion here. 
There the zeal of juftice, to let no fm go unpuniflied, 
and the glory of God, in the finners confeffion, and 
accufing of himfelf, as Joftiua abjured Achan, My 
foUi give I pray thee glory to the Lord God oflJraeU and 

make 
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make confejfion unto him ; and tell me now^ what thou 
hajl donCy hide it 7iot from me. ^ojh. 7. 19. was al- 
leged as an inftance, to juftifie their proceedings, 
where otherwife the offender could not be dif- 
covered, either by evidence of the faft, or tcUimony 
of witneffes ; but here, by an oath, they compel 
men to reveal the fecrets of their hearts, to riie up 
in judgement againft themfelves, for no other end, 
but by their own confeflion, to make them guilty, 
and then invade their fortunes. Firft, thev make 
themfelves raafters of their confciences, (pag. 92. 
114. 106.) and by that make themfelves maftets of 
their eftates. Covetoufnefs, and not zeal of juftice, 
or Gods glory, is the principle from whence they 
ad. 

Thirdly, Impojingjines arbitrarily^ (p. 25. (fX 34* 
(r), 47. 48- 64. 90. 91. 92. 95. 97. 98. 99. 124. 26. 
116. 117, 17. 18. and then, no wonder if they be 
exceffive, exceeding both the merit 6f the crime pre- 
tended, or the ability of the offender. How great a 
temptation is it to juftice, to befevere, and ridgid in its 
fentence, when the punifhment of the offender is the 
inriching of them that paffe the fentence ? (Nay, the 
judges themfelves are the grand offenders, and goe un- 
puniflied), (p. 83. 84. 85.) and fo it is here-ftt New- 
caftle, (p. 87. (q), p. 97. (c), p. 96. (h), p. 109. 
(d), p. 116.) One reafon that induced fome fages 
^ of the law to affirme, that the latter kings of Eng- 
land, had diverted themfelves of their power, to fit 
perfonally in their courts of juftice, and deligated it 
to, and invefted the judges of the refpedive benches 
therewith, was, becaufe, in impofing of fines, the 
king was both a judge, and party interefted, not 
only as the fountain of juftice, to be adminiftered un- 
to the people, but as the perfon into whofe exchequer?, 
and treafury, the laws of England paid their fines. 
But the magiftrates of Newcaftle injoy thofe privi- 
leges, which were thought unbefeeming the kings 
of England. They are both judges, and parties^ 

They 
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They eftirnate the offence, and receive the fine ; ahd 
then how frequently covetoufneffe, and felf-intereft, 
fit on the bench, in the place df juftice, (p. 38.) the 
tvorld may eafily judge ; as appeitrs in the cafe of 
Lewis Froft, arid unjuft judge Bonner^ hee having 
two*pende half-penny of all ballaft, and the other 
catchpole Bonner, to arreft the refufers^ 

Fourthly^ Obftf ufting all indeavours for grant of ^ 
ft market at North Shields, fix miles from Newcaftle, Pag. 75. 106. 
and in another eounty, and 12 miles from any other ^^7- 'op- 
market, in the fame county, and then robbing people J"' ,^*^' 
of their commodities, in their own markets, and ,5!] j^^. 
feizing on goods, carried through their town, aU 
ledging forraigne bought, and forraigne fold* Mar- 
kets were for conveniences, and not for ingrofling 
nil provifions, and peoples lives, (p. 92*) 

Fifthly, For imprifoning poor artificers (p. 90. 91^ 
86») for working in their own trades, at the town 
of Shields, though in another county, and detain- 
ing them, until! they enter into bond never to work 
there again, which is to engage themfelves, to 
abandon, and renounce that calling wherein they 
Were brought up, to expofe themfelves, their wives, 
and children, to wantj and beggary, or elfe to turn 
vagabons, (p, 183.) and defert the place of theiV 
habitations, being by thefe meiis tyranny, iiecefli- 
tated to leave their callings, or their dwellings. 
What fad fate hangs over the poor inhabitants of 
this town, to be deprived of the common privileges 
of engliflimen, (hall I fay? nay defpoyled of the 
common privileges of mankind, In the /went of their 
browes to eat their own breads Genejis 3. 19. and to 
yeild obedience to that precept of St. Paul, Let him 
labour y working with his hands the thing that is good^ 
that hee may have, to give to him that needeth^ Ephefians 
4. 28. Or that of the fame apoftle, i. The/. 4. 1 1. 
and 2. ^hef 3. 10. 11. 12. The charafter of Ncw- 
caftle, or rather indeed th^ ufurped power of the 
raagiftrates there, fupercedes the comn^andmenrs of 

Dd God, 
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I God. Lei every man, faith St. Paul, abide in the 

fame calling wherein hce is called, i. Ccr. 7. 20. If 
hce doth, fay the magiftrates of NtwcallJe, lie fliall 
not abide in Shields, nor in the neighbourhood of 
our corporation ; as if they were a linibe of the 
bead ; io that no man may work, (p. yj. 78. 168.) 
or buy, or fell, iave he that hath their maik, KeveL 
13. 17. That is, unlefle hee be a member of that 
freedome, which ingroffeth fo much frecdorne to 
themfelves. that they leave no freedome at all to their 
poor neighbours, (p. 1 1 1 .) 

Sixthly, p. 74. 75. 82. (a), 9c* 91* 79O ^^■' 

. prifoning all that are not free of their corporation, 
that fhail indeavour to fave Ihips in diftrefle, from 
perifhing in the river, and when they are fuiik, for 
want of help, feizing the goods of the maders, and 
alfo imprifoning their perfons (78) many months. 
Let the world wherefoever it is moil favage, mcft 
barbarous, fliew fuch an inflance of fuch an aggre- 
gation of injuftice, opprefiion, and cruelty as this; 
and (as wee fay, let them carry their coals) If not to 
fave life bee io kill^ and if not to doe good^ when an 
opportunity is offered unto us is io doe evilly as, in our 
Saviours doctrine, certainly it is, Mark .3. 4. then 
not to fave a (liip, (p. 70.) I, and perhaps the ma- 
riners, and paffengers lives too, (77. 78.) when they 
have an opportunity,, nay, when they are earneftly 
intreated, and their help implored, is in Gods ac- 
compt all one, as if they had funk the fliip, and 
drowned the men, (p. 86). Hee that doeth not pre- 
vent a mifchief, when it is in his power to doe it, is, 
in Gods accompt, the contriver, and the author of 
jit ; but that which is the great aggravation of their 

' oppreffion, in this kind, and heighteneth it beyond 
any parallell is, they deny all help to fliips in diftreffe 
(p. y6. 77.) that fo making fliip wrack, (p, 19. ao. 
74. 75. 76. 7^7. 78 87. 79. 81. 90. 91.) That which 
in this is ufually alleged to lake oft from the hot- 
ridnefle of their tyranny is, viz. that they muft fend 

for 
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for help from Newcaftie, fignifies nothing; N^vv- 
caftle being feven miles from that harbour of Shield?. 
Whil/i the gra/Je grows ^ the fiecdjlarves^ as the pro- 
verb tells us ; and while help is exped<ed, the fhip is 
loft. 

If thefe men could command the wind, and feas, 
not to rage, and fwell, but be hufhed into acalme, 
and the river kept from friezing (p. 63. 84. 85. 
109. f\d. jj. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83.) untill 
they fent down help from Newcaftle, their reply 
Tnight be admitted ; but fince the wind, fea, and ice, 
>are not controllable by their charter, what abomina- 
ble tyranny, what favage inhumanity, is it to deny 
ihips in diftreffe, fuch help as is at hand, to preferve 
^iheiiifelves ; cafes of necenity make voyd proprieties, 
<rhat which without the cafe of neceffity is theft, in 
the cafe of neceifiry is not theft. 

Men doe not defpife a thief ^ ifheejleale to fatufy his 
Jbulwhen hee is hungry^ Proverb. 6. 30. and the law 
faith, when thou comeji into thy neighbours vineyard^ 
thou maiji eat grapes thy fill^ at thine own pleafure^ 
Deutn 23. 24. In cafe of extreame neceffity, that all 
things are common, is the joynt opinion of all 
divines. This is the law of nature, and therefore^ 
not to be over-ruled, by any pofitive law, of any 
kingdome, or common-wealth ; for in thefe cafes qf 
extream neceffity, the perfon in this condition, tak- 
ing that which is anothers, is not guilty of theft, for 
Jtirefuo utitury as the cafuifts determine, hee doth 
but make ufe of his own right ; nor doth it come 
under the definition of theft, which is, taking away 
that which is another mans, without his confent ; for 
as neceffity alters the property, and makes it his 
own, fo while he makes ufe of his own right, the 
other tenetur confentire^ is bound to give his con- 
fent, and to acquiefc6 in the others injoyment of it. 
And therefore, in all pofitive lawS: whereby property 
is diftinguifhed, there is none of them, which hold 
in cafe of extream neceffity ; and fliall extream ne- 

D d 2 ceffity 
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ceiQty entitlie a man to a part of another mans real 
poileffion, by which there is Damnum emergens^ fom^ 
4amage, or diminution of the goods, and pofleflion 
of the owner, and yet free the invador from all iuh 
putation of injuftice, or ufurpation. 

And (hall not a poor mafter of a fhip, in cafe o{ 
extream neceiSty, (p,, 77. 78. 76. 109. 79. 74., 
80.) difpence with the privileges, and charte^T 
pf Newcaftle, which ^^t mpft, can be hul^ lucrum 
ceffansy a fufpenfion of their privileges, and gaia^, 
and make ufe of fuph helps, for his prefervation, ss 
Providence affords, without running the danger of 
' fending for, and waiting the help from Newcaftle; 
without the ruine of thofe that fave him ? Shall not 
extream neceiSty, which is an apology for all th^ 
world, bee his juft apology, to plead his excufe in 
this cafe, and free him, i^d his helpers, from the 
tyranny, and pierfecution of the magiftrat^s ? 

3. The prophet I/aiaA, tels us of fprnp magiftrates 
that were companions oftbeeveSi Ifaiah i. 23. Ezekiel 
tels us of others, that were lih evening wolves^^ 
ravening for their prey, Ezekiel 22. 27. and Ze- 
pbany^ of others, that were like roaring lyonsj 
Zepb. 3. 3. If any man doubt, whether thefe charac- 
ters of oppreiSve magiftrates, be applicablie to thefe 
of Newcaftle, I (hall fay no more to them, than our 
Saviour did to Nathaniel in an other cafe, Ceme and 
/^^> yob. I. 46^1 

Seventhly, Prohibiting gentlemen, and others, in 
the counties, both of Northumberland, and Dur- 
ham, to fell their coales to fhips, to be tranfported to 
London, compelling all owners of qplleries, to fell 
their coals to themfelves firfk. If any ihall prefume to 
fell their coals, immediately to the (hips, without 
* taking them in the way, they feize upon fuch coals, 
upon pretence that the owners of the coals are not 
free of their corporation, (pag. 21. 22. 100. 101. 
98. 99. 102. 103, 104. 49. 84. 82, 81. 40. 193. 
16^. (d). And if this be not a monopoly, of as 

. . hi^h 
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high a nature, ;^nd producing as ill effeds, and thofe 
of as large extent, ^s any, that (to the great conteqit^ 
and fatisfadion of the nation) hath been aboiifhed» 
let the • world judge. A welch pedigree, doth not 
4efcend by more fteps, and degrees, than the pro- 
perty of their coals is yaried, while it is derived 
from the owner of the collery, unto him that at laft 
buyes the commodity, to fpend it, as well trades as 
others. The owners of colleries, muft firll fell the 
coals to the magiftrates of Newcaftle, the magiftrates 
to the matters of fhips, the matter of fhips to the 
woodmongers, or wharfingers, and they to thofe 
that fpend them: Every change of the property ad- 
ding to, and enhancing th^ price of the coals, thus 
nterchangeably bought, and fold ; which courfe, a$ 
it picks fome money out of the purfes of every man, 
that buys coals, befides bad * coals being thereby ♦ Which now 
vented, fo it grinds the faces of the poor, whp in^^ the cafe 
thefe latter years, by reafon, mainly of this mono- *^"<J8, the 
polizing of them, have found it as hard a matter to {^ buyine of 
fortify themfelves againft cold, as againft hunger, flatesasw^llat 
(p. III.) whereas, if the owners of every collery coals, p. 5q. 
had free liberty, to fell (p. 1 24.) his coals to fhips 
immediately, 'linmouth haven, would afford two 
hundred thoufand chaldrons of coals in the year 
more than now are vented, which would reduce the 
late exorbitant exceflive rates of coals, in the city of 
London (p, 64. 65. 81.) to under twenty fhillings a 
chalder, all the year, winter as well as fummer, and 
bring into the common treafury above forty thoufand 
pounds per annum, (p. 6o. 100. 101. 103.) Some 
owners of coal-pits, will rather let their pits be fired, 
like thofe at Benwell, and confume, than let their 
coals to the magiftrates of Newcaftle. If the coal- 
owners, in each county; from whence all coals come, 
fhould be as refraftory to the magiftrates, in deny- 
ing their coals, as the magiftrates are to the mafters, 
(pag. 104. 99. 100. 98.) few, or none would be 
btiOught to London, or any revenue raifed. 

Eighthly^ 
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Eighthly, Forcing all fliips, up the river fix miles, 
amongft dangerous lands, fhelv<:s, and the bulks of 
funk fliips, (p, 74. 75. y6. 77. 78. 84. 99. 100.) 
that fo they may call out their ballaft, upon their 
fhoars, and all for the greedinefs of receiving eight* 
pence, for every tun of ballall^ which hath occa- 
fioned the fpoyl, and lofs of many fhips, to the 
utter undoing of the mafters, and owners of the 
(hips, and the deftruftion of the lives of many poor 
feamen, and mariners, whofe blood will be required 
at their hands, v/ho put them on thofe dangers, in 
which they p^rifhed , befides their chocking up the 
moft part of that river, by forcing th'e ballaft up 
their landy hils, near the faid town of Newcaftle, 
many thoufand tuns whereof is blown, and wafhed 
down into that river, (p. 83. 84). They will neither 
preferve the river, nor let doftor Swinbourn, vice 
admiral for the county of Durham, doe it, who hath 
• fined fome of the niagiftrates hundreds of pounds, 
fpr damages, &c. 

Laftly, Countenancing their officers in their op- 
preflions, nay, in their very murthers, as in the 
cafp of Thomas Rutter, with others, who having 
forfeited their lives to juftice, for killing Ann, the 
wife of Thomas CliflF, of North Shields, wa?, by 
their power, and favor, refcued from that death, 
which they juftly deferved, (p. 86). God would not 
fuffer his altar to be a fanftuary to a wilful mur»* 
therer, neither would king John, their patron^ 
(?• 3^)* Jlf^P^a^i covie prefumftuoujly upon bis neigb- 
hor^ tojlay hinu ihoufialt take him from mine altar ^ 
that he may die^ Exo. 21. 14. The law of England 
defines what murther is, (p, 1 68). Blood dejileih the 
land^ and the land cannot be cleanfed of the blood that 
is Jhed therein-i but by the blood of him that fhed ity 
iSlumb. 35. 33. When therefore God (hall make in- 
quifition, they thatjiaid him^ that offered violence to 
the blood of his neighbor j and fhoxdd have gone to the 
pity ProVf2o, 17, will b^ found to communicate in 

this 
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this murder, and involved in the fame guilt, with 
hitn that committed it, but ihe good God be mer- 
ciful to them, that have not approved, or confented 
to this wickednefs; For though our eyes did fee this 
blood, yet our hands did not Jhedity and therefore let 
every one that would wafh his hands clean, from 
that blood, pray, as God prefcribed, Be merciful^ 
Lord, unto thy people Ifracl^ whom thou hajl re- 
deemed^ and lay not innocent blood unto thy people Ifraels 
charge, Deut. 21. 7. 8. 

Thus have I given you a fhort view of the tyran- 
nical oppreffive pradices of the magiftrates of New- 
caftle, whofe fin receives no fmall aggravation from 
their office, and calling, in that they are magiftrates, 
whom God hath furnifhed with authority, to that 
end, that they might prevent, and redrefs injuries, 
done by others, and execute wrath upon evill doers^ 
Rom. 13. 4. So that in their oppreffions, they fin 
againft the very end of their calling, they transform 
the vety image of Gods power, and juftice, which 
they fuftain, into the image of Gods enemy, Satan, 
whom herein they refemble, and become, after a 
fort, wickedneffes in high places, as the devils are; 
for amongil them, as much as any where, is that of 
Solomon verified, I faw under, the fuji^ the place of 
judgement^ that wickednefs was there ^ and the place of 
righteoufnefs^ that iniquity was there^ Ecclef 3. 16. 
And although attempts hitherto, and all indeavors, 
for redrefs of thefe oppreflive courfes, have proved 
abortive, and fruitlefs, no man compaffionating the 
people with Saul, fo much as to aflve, What ayleth 
this people^ that they weep^ i. Sanu 11. 5. No, after 
many addrefles, petitions, remonftrances, and futes 
at law, being ftifled by the infiigation of corrupt 
perfons, then in power, and obftru&d, by the 
mutability, and changes, we have too juft reafon to 
complain with Solomon, Behold the tears offuch as 
were oppreffed, and they had no comforters, and on the 
fides of their oppre/fors there nvas poxver^ hut fhcy^ the 

opprefjed 
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tpprejfed^ had no comforter, Ecclef. 4* I ^ Yet at this^ 
time we are not without good hopes, but that the 
cries of the poor, and the opprefied^ will enter into 
the ears, and hearts of this prefent power, That they 
will be as a hiding place from the winde^ and a covert 
from the tempefl^ as rivers of water in a dry place y as 
the fhadow of a great rock in a weary land^ Jfa* 
32. 2. 

But if our hopes now fail us, we muft fit down, 
and figh out that of Solomoii, Ifthoufeejl the oppref 
fion of the poor^ and violent perverting ofjtidgment and 
ju/iice in a province , marvail not at the matter ^ for Hei 
that is higher than the highejl regardethy and there be 
higher than they^ Eccles. 5. 8. 
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